
things that we learned to make this a winning perform-
ance.  What I remember about the performance is the 
start, the cheesy barbershop smiles, Paul Wigley’s face, 

the one move I failed 
to make, and the 
“Norske Uffda” as 
the manually oper-
ated million dollar 
curtain closed!  

Ask   us what we re-
member about Den-
ver.  There were the 
wonderful folks from 
the “True Midwest” 
we were with, the 
great mountains, the 
beautiful architecture 
of the hotels and the 
Pepsi Center, the 
$3.50 water bottles 
with no caps, the bus 
trips to and from, the 

tags on the bus led by Joel Sult, the funny little lights in 
the audience, all those folks wearing the special blue 
Commodore name tags, the “Joe Houser” flashing lights 
in the audience, and finally the chance to have a week- 
long vacation in the mountains with my wife, Averil. 

We are so sorry that our great Mason City Chorus lead, 
Jim Sweers, had  to  return  early  due to the death of his 
Please go to Merritt, Page 3, Column 1 
  
 
 
 
 

The 2007 International Contest in Denver was a high-
light to eyes and ears as this “Old Tenor Turned Lead” 
took the stage at the Pepsi Center for a few short min-
utes of excitement 
with the combined 
150 man chorus from 
Mason City and Min-
neapolis. We showed 
the audience we did 
mean business, and 
were not there just to 
fill a slot on the show 
to help our society 
make a few extra 
bucks. We were 
good, the feeling in-
side is impossible to 
express, because I 
have never experi-
enced it quite like 
that before. It was 
close one other time, 
on stage at District 
Contest in Rochester last fall, when we received the 
standing ovation from the crowd as the curtain opened 
prior to our singing.    

Yes, we did have fewer than ten practice sessions as a 
very large chorus, but with the leadership of Paul Wig-
ley and Jason Ryner, we did just fine. 

As we sang, it was a real task to concentrate on all those 
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NEXT YEAR, NASHVILLE? 

Wes Tremmel (left) and Marc Murray (right) on contest morning preparing for the big 
show.                                 Photo by Dave Picken 
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 Mason City, Iowa, Chapter 
Central States District, SPEBSQSA 
Meetings every Monday 7:30 PM 

Music Man Square 
308 South Pennsylvania Avenue 

Mason City, Iowa 
 <www.rivercitychorus.org> 

 
                Chapter Officers 
 
President……………….   ……..Carlyle Merritt 
 
Past-Pres…………………….…..Tony Poppens 
 
V P Music and Performance…...Mark Narveson 
 
V P Program Coordinator……..….Joe Tremmel 
 
V P Member Services……..……….Eldon Krull 
 
Secretary……….……………...….....Bob Miller 
 
Treasurer ………………………...Harlan Nyhus 
 
Public Relations…………………....David Haas 
 
  
 
                     Appointed Staff 
 
Chorus Director ………………….Jayson Ryner 
 
Assistant Chorus Director…..……….Todd Lien 
 
Assistant Chorus Director …………..Paul Krull 
  
Tenor Section Leader…………………………...  
                                     
Lead Section Leaders ……....……...Jim Sweers 
   
Bari Section Leaders ………..……....Paul Krull 
  
Bass Section Leaders……..…..……..Todd Lien 
 
Nomination Chairman……………..Dave Beech 
 
Music Librarian………………..Phil Hassenstab 
 
Uniforms……………………...…..Lynn Chapin 
 
Chorus Engagements………..……..Dave Beech 
 
Keeper of the Larder……...…..Gary Steenblock 
 
Web Site Development…       …...Nathan Pralle 
  
Pitch Editor ……………….…Dr. Hardin Olson 
  
  
 
        Bulletin Editor (pro tem) 
 
Dr. Hardin Olson 
306 13th . Ave. N. 
Hopkins, MN  55343 
E – mail:  <olson118@umn.edu> 
(952) 930-9443 
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��is River City's perennial Master of 

Ceremonies whose relationship 
with the chorus extends over 38 
years. 

His mellifluous bass voice has 
graced three choruses as well as the 
Mad Hatters quartet in Chambers-
burg, Pennsylvania, before coming 
to Mason City  from State College, 
Pennsylvania, 41 years ago. 

A good chorus can never have too 
much bass. Pete personifies that 
axiom. 

Dear Hardin, 

Sorry this is a bit delayed.  My hus-
band was a member of the River  
City Chorus.  He was so excited 
and looked forward to being able to  
sing on the district contest stage 
with the combined chorus last  Oc-
tober. Unfortunately his cancer re-
turned and he passed away the  day 
after your joint rehearsal in August. 
I had the privilege of  hearing the 
chorus in Rochester. Both  choruses 
did an awesome job and I know that 
you represented the district well in 
Denver. 

While I enjoy reading the newslet-
ter as it comes, I also know that  it 
costs money to print and to mail.  
Feel free to remove our name  from 
your mailing list. I have many close 
friends in the chorus  and I'm sure 
that will continue.  Jackson was a 
member for over 27  years, so I 
know they will keep me informed. 

Sherry Wilcox 

(Sherry, you’ll continue on the list!) 

Doc’s 
  Bag 

It has always been my feeling that 
one measure of a vibrant barber-
shop chapter is a first-class bulletin, 
With that in mind,  along with my 
personal knowledge of the excel-
lence of the Mason City chapter, I 
have attempted to resurrect  the 
River City Pitch. You are holding in 
your hand my first modest effort. In 
a perfect world a Mason City chap-
ter member would now take up the 
editorial  challenge and  proceed to 
publish a worthy periodical.  

Now I know that perfect worlds are 
rare but may I suggest an alterna-
tive. I would consider it a privilege 
and an honor to become a dual-
member of the Mason City chapter 
and assume, at least temporarily, 
the Pitch editorship. (If only some-
one would send me an application I 
might even consider a trip to Kan-
sas City in the fall.). Let me know if 
you have any interest in my offer. 

Playing the devil’s advocate as I 
perused your March show program,  
it is patently obvious that the River 
City Chorus  is well known 
throughout northern Iowa and 
probably well beyond. You could 
logically  ask, “Why do we even 
need a bulletin?”  My answer would  
be that there are dozens of chapters 
around the country which could 
benefit by hearing about how you 
sell yourselves to local businesses 
and  garner support for your shows 
and other chorus projects. Further 
more you are the only  barbershop 
chorus that truly lives and sings in 
the River City/Meredith Willson  
tradition. That in itself is a signal 
honor and  privilege. 

Personally, I treasure every new 
friend and  memory of our musical 
journey together. Thanks a million! 



                                                      3                                                          

 

PITCH                                      JULY/AUGUST 2007 

The brothers Hanson, Mike (left) and Corey (right)  prepare  for their 
debut  on the International  contest stage.                  Photo by Dave Picken 

This is a tale of two singing brothers, members of differ-
ent chapters in different states, who seized the opportu-
nity to sing together as Commodores in the great experi-
ment  in Denver.  

Mike, a member of the River City Chorus (already a 
dual-member Commodore), and Corey, a member of the 
Great Northern Union  saw the chance to perform to-
gether in the International chorus contest by taking dual 
memberships with the Commodores. 

Their dedicated efforts further enhanced  our perform-
ance and were greatly appreciated by all   Commodores.  

A View From the Risers 
By Gary Steenblock, Bass 

Just a short comment to say what a great time we had, 
both in Minneapolis and in Denver as Commodores.  
This is probably the first time since becoming a barber-
shopper that I ever knew of anything going on beyond 
Paul Wigley, judges, audiences, etc.  Once the curtain 
started to open, my focus was on Paul and that made the 
whole experience last about 30 seconds and then the 
curtain was closing already. 

I loved singing with the Commodores (Mason City 
North?) and a 150-man chorus. It made breath control a 
lot easier.  I am looking forward to singing with the 
Commodores  in the future;  maybe in joint coaching 
sessions or at one another's shows or whatever. 

 Brothers United in Song 

Merritt from Page 1 

brother.  We know he was looking forward to this ex-
perience. It would have been great for Jim and his wife, 
Julie, and daughter, Jackie.  Our lead section sang in 
your honor, Jim. 

So next year it’s Nashville. How about a friendly match-
up between the Commodores and River City? 

Carlyle Merritt, President 

On Stage In Denver 

The Commodores, North and South, under the direction of  Paul Wigley take to  the International stage in Denver, Colorado, on Friday, July 6. This was 
the culmination of a short-sighted decision by the Central States Board of Directors and the inspiration of River City Chorus Director Jayson Ryner 
which led to a temporary amalgamation of the Minneapolis and Mason City chapters and a top-20 finish in the International chorus contest.. The 
memories and the brotherhood will not be forgotten.                            Photo by Laura Tremmel 



LOOKING AHEAD 
 
               Chapter Level   
 
 
                     District Level 

· Oct. 19-21, 2007, Central States Dis-
trict Convention and contests, Kansas 
City, MO 

 
  

International Level 
 

· June 29-July 6, 2008,International 
Convention, Nashville, Tennessee 

 
 
  

  
  
  
  
 
 

Barbershopper Of The Year 

Eldon Krull 

 Support Your Chapter Bulletin!  

PLEASE! 

DATED MATERIAL 
PLEASE EXPEDITE 

To: 

PITCH 
RIVER CITY CHORUS 
Mason City Chapter of SPEBSQSA 

Dr.Hardin Olson, Bulletin Editor  
306 13th. Ave. N. 
Hopkins, MN 55343 
 
 
MEETING EVERY MON. –7:30 PM 
Music Man Square 
308 South  Pennsylvania Avenue  
Mason City, Iowa 
 
GUESTS ALWAYS  WELCOME 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

            Chapter Quartets 
  

BUFFALO CHIPS 
  Gene Gallogly……………….…..641/423-0590 
DIMINISHED 4th 
  Marc Murray…………………….641/424-9053 
JOURNEYMEN 
  Jerry Hammes………………...…712/336-2935 
SQUARE ONE 
  Mark Narveson………………….641/749-2457 
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Laura Tremmel* 
Sherry Wilcox* 
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