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The Commodores, North and Southndhe International stage in Denver. Photo by Rich Huyck

The highlight of my barbershop life, a memory to hold behind that curtain was not one of nervousness, but |
forever, a moment in time of pure joy, an adrenaline had a distinct impression that we were all feeling that
rush like I've never felt before, and a set of the most this was an opportunity that was not going to be wasted.
bizarre circumstances leading up to it all- Denver- the Wow! We certainly took advantage of our time on-
Barbershop Harmony Society International Chorus stage- and made a statement to the entire barbershop
contest! | am still sizzling with delight whenever 1  world!

think about those six minutes on stage in Denver!
That moment when you know the curtain is going to
be opened, and there will be 10,000 people watching-
that moment when you discover if you are man
enough to do what you set out to do- that moment
when you truly ask yourself what time is it (NOW!),
and where you are (HERE!)- that moment when you
feel the power of 148 great friends around you- that
moment will be with all of us forever.

The thing that makes me most happy and proud is the
way that the entire International experience was ap-
proached- we had fun, we met a lot of new friends,
many of you enjoyed your very first International con-
vention, many of us included families, we never had
rehearsals filled with screaming or negativity. It was a
high-class approach to a hobby that we all lova
HOBBY that we all love

It's fun to tell people that we never really intended to be

| cannot thank each and every one of you enough forsinging at International! We combined with tiemm-

your tremendous work ethic, dedication to excellence,
and ability to focus on the job at hand. The feeling Please go taVigley,Page 8, Column 1
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Minneapolis, Minn. Chapter Curt Comments On Yewer Behalf

Land O’Lakes District, SPEBSQSA ;
Meetings every Tuesday 7:30 PM By Curt Brekke, President By Dan Cole, Program VP

House of Prayer Lutheran Church ~ What a Trip! Patty and | have opted When you’re hot, you're hot, and

7625 Chicago Avenue South for road trips in when you're not, you're not. Well
Richfield, MN 55423 recent years, prefer- right now it's hot
Chater Off ring terra firma to to be a Minneapo-
EreSIdETt o o v Ut Brekke 952-474-4350 the = “spam-in-a- lis ~ Commodore
Immed. Past-Pres..Terry McClellan 763-780-348{+ can” scene. We had and | don’'t need a
'\\/'/aFf,k&ting/P;PVfF’---PetgJlaghbeggeﬁlegffggg a beautiful drive 91 degree day in
usic errorm...Carl Pinar - - J .
V P Chapter Devel .....Dan Slattery 763-755-2925 across the fruited July to help warm
Program VP .............. Dan Cole 612-376-0779 plain. Even the me up. I'm still
Secretary...........oo... Steve Daniel 612-927-0510 Curt Brekke dreaded Nebraska g|0W|ng In the
Treasurer ............... John Carlotto 952-925-0886 ——
looks pretty good Dan Cole afterglow of our
Board Members in early July. performance in
Vince FOrmosa.......c.ccceeeeeenn.n. 763-416-7729 . , Denver and | feel good. | did
KEN GIOVET....vvvovoeoeeoeverereen 763-441-1292 We enjoyed the hotel's accommo- . 9
: - - . good” and | know it. I'll never be
Joe Houser.......................... 612-308-4486 dations and dining and visiting with normal again
Bil Tevogt - 7easas sy friends along the mall.  Great o
Loren WULKE...........c..vrrreernnn. 952-934-1380 Weather and mountain views as well | came back to chapter meeting this
, as fireworks added to the experi- week and said to myself, “It will be
_ Appointed Staff _ence. good to get back to normal”; but it
Chorus Director ..........cccceeveveennnnn. Paul Wigley wasn't normal. it felt different and |
Ass!stant Chorus D!rector ............ GaryJacopson" was a thrill to compete and wit- S , ]
Assistant Chorus Director ...... ... Doug Miller . : . liked it. I'll never be normal again.
Assistant Chorus Director............... Dave Speidel1€SS the_ Sa“SfaCt'O_n of our musical _
Tenor Section Leader .............. él?;dereljelbergleadershlp at having met or ex- | went to the afterglow at the Rich-
Assistant-J&fander Plaats ; : : ;
Lead Section Leaders. .. GaryJacobsonceeded expectations, especially :af-fleld Legion and | brought_popcorn
Assistant-Tom Griffiths t€f SO much work on everyone’s and drank cabernet sauvignon and
Bari Section Leaders ............ ST Dave Speidel part. we talked and we |aughed and we
Assistdtdte Villwock f the old sonas and |
Bass Section Leaders.................... Jim RichardsThe participation and success of so sang some o g
Assistantv@aCasperson h Go toCole, Page 10, Col, 3
2007 Show Chairman...................... Carl Pinard Many COIIege quartets andther
A(/:\fterglo;vChaiFfma,rZj ---------------- TraDV_isWL;)t_tke C]youthful groups is encouraging
-Commodears President .............. lana Pinar . .
Assistant Haberdasher................. Dan Williams for the perpetuatlon of the soci-
BOTY Party Chairman.............. Dan Krekelberg ety.
Chord-Inator Staff
Edl_tor..........._ ................... Dr. Hardin Olson The h|gh po|nt for us was the
Chief Columnist............ ........... Dale Lynch .
COlUMNISt.........coeveereiirirea, Jim Erickson quartet finals. The performances
Graphic Artist...........ovieiiieeins Glenn Retter \ware as sensational as any we
Heart Fund .........cccoceiiiieiininnnnn, Dan Slattery
HISKOAN ......oooo oo Dr. Bob Dykstra NAVe seen anywhere.
Learning Tapes and CDs................... Dan Smith . i
Librarian ........ccoooeeiiies eeeeen, Tobenamed The trip home passed in a flash
Marketing ......oovvviieiee e Joe Houser thanks to books on CD and grea1
Name Tags ......ocevvvvniiiiiiiiinans Dick Plaisted
Pay-As-YOU-SING .......ccuvvuviviinninns Bill Kinkel SCeENery. ) ]
Performance Mgr. ..............ccc.cooe... Bill Kinkel ) . o is the wry-witted tenor ofAarps-A-
Polecat Chairman................... Dave CaspersonLet’s do it again; destination |chord who sings like a birdGaw!
Presentation Chairman .................... Dan True : .
Public Relations ...............ccoeevvee Mark Sathe Nashville. (_:aW!) and had hIS- heart set on det-
Quartet Promotion ................. Dave Casperson ting to Denver with the Commg-
RoOSter ... Dr. Jim Richards
Service Chairman ......................... Jack Beaver dores North and South..
Sergee}nt at Arms ......coeeeeenn. .Loren'Berthnson Unfortunatelythe Spil’it was willin
Sunshine ... Bill Ashley
SWIPE EAIOT «.vvovoeeerererseeere, Bill TeVogt but the flesh was weattue to th
Uniforms (Dress).......c.coceeveae Brooks Bergerson . . ravaaes of his recurrent lvmphoma.
Uniforms (Casual) ........ccveeeeveveennnn, Joe Houser All copy found herein without a 9 ymp
Bulletin Edi byline is the product of the editor. [Currently, Dick is in Unity Hospitgl
o0 Hardin Olscl)Jn etin Eaitor He and he alone may be responsiblgrecovering from a second round| of
306 13th . Ave. N. for its content but grammatical and|intensive chemotherapy and antjci-
Hopkins, MN 55343 syntactical lapses are the fault offpates being at home for a respite
égzr;"ggb_;‘ﬁgnlw@“m”'ed”> the proof-reading staff, all of whom |of yet-to-be-determined  duratipn
shall remain nameless at this time. |when you receive_this issue.
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istence of the other two, are living

within ten miles of one another in

Southeastern Wisconsin near the
city of Sheboygan and approxi-

mately fifty miles north of Milwau-

It's a Small, Small World
By Bob Dykstra, Historian

The year is 1950. Harry S. Truman
resides in the White House. Dwight

D. Eisenhower is
the president of
Columbia Univer-
sity.  After only
five years of peace
the United States
is again engaged
in combat, this
time in Korea.

kee.

Now fast forward to the year 2007.
Rich is retired from a career as a
computer programmer and analyst
and lives with wife, Dianne, in
Eden Prairie, Minnesota. Dan lives
in Bloomington, Minnesota with
wife, Carol, following his retire-

ment from the United States Air
Force and as a pilot for Northwest
Airlines. Bob, a retired University

Arthur Godfrey is
the king of radio
and television, although TV sets

Dr. Bob Dykstra
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It's Tuesday, June 19, and theur
Seasons quartet arrives at Oak
Grove Presbyterian Church for their
premier performance. It's a beauti-
ful sunny day that lifts your spirit in
anticipation of some great barber-
shop harmony. A group of about
35 senior citizens respond with ap-
proving applause to the introduction
of our quartet by Roger Parker, the
Oak Grove MC. This is properly
acknowledged, and the quartet
bursts forth with the barbershop
rendtion ofGloryland Way

can be found in only 3.I million

U.S. homes. The number one best-

selling nonfiction book is “Betty
Crocker's Picture Cook Book.”

of Minnesota professor lives with We tell the audience that we love to
wife, Lou, in New Brighton, Min- sing our favorite gospel songs and
nesota. Fifty-seven years after the mix them with our regular barber-
beginning of our story, the three shop arrangements. We include

And international chorus competi- Principals now live within about five gospel songs and seven regular
tion is three years away from be- thity miles of each other in the barbershop songs, the final song
coming a staple of the annual con- 9reater Minneapolis/St. Paul area. being our wish to all assembled for
vention of the twelve-year-old Soci- More significantly, all three are an Irish Blessing. Interspersed with

ety for the Preservation and Encour-
agement of Barbershop Quartet
Singing in America, Inc.

Also in 1950 Rich has just reached
double digits in age (that means ten,
baritones) and is attending a one-
room school a few miles south of
Oostburg, Wisconsin, a bustling
metropolis of 2757 people (2007
population figures). At the same
time, fewer than ten miles to the
west of Rich’s school, Dan is en-
rolling for the first time as a sev-
enth-grader in a two-room sev-
enth/eighth grade combination
school in Cascade, Wisconsin, a
town numbering 683 inhabitants
(again 2007 figures). Somewhere

proud members of the Minneapolis a couple of sing-alongs When I'm
Commodores. Rich Ongna and 64, with which everyone can iden-
Dan Smith, in fact, are singing to- tify. Adding some barbershop hu-
gether in a recently-organized quar- mor spices up our performance
tet called Four Seasoris while at  which speeds by in a short 40 min-
the same time preparing to sing utes.

with the chorus in international
competition in  Denver. Bob
Dykstra, a fifty-four-year member
of the Society is a “retired” quartet
and chorus singer, but still a com-
mitted Commodore. (And please no
cracks to the effect, “Well, he
should have been committed years
ago.”)

So, the Four Seasons have been
"baptized" with their first perform-
ance. Considering the short time
we've been together, we are quite
delighted and surprised that we can
carry on for 40 minutes. A card
from Roger Parker tells us the audi-
ence was pleased. We are looking
forward to future performances and
So here we have three current Com-are working to expand our reper-
modores living within thirty miles toire and to improve our singing
of one another in the Twin Cities skills. It's fun to be a barbershopper

in between the homes and schools@reéa. These same three individualsand great to be a Commodore!

of Rich and Dan, about five miles
west of Waldo, Wisconsin, a town
listing a population of 461 accord-
ing to the most recent census, Bob
is living with his mother while at-
tending Sheboygan County Normal1
School. He had graduated two,
years previously from Waldo High -
School where he was part of al
graduating class of ten and was now
preparing to become a one-room,
rural schoolteacher. Three individu-:
als, none of whom knew of the ex-:

fifty-seven years ago lived within Rollie Neve for Dan, Rich and Tom
ten miles of each other in southeast- '

ern Wisconsin. Is this a small
world, or what?

kkkkkkkkkkkkkk

Due to the incapacitation of tenor,
Dick Plaisted, Aarps-A-Chordhas
found it necessary to cancel its per-
formance obligations for a while.

LOL-2008 COTS
January 11-12, 2008
UW STOUT :
Menomonie,Wisc. ;

- s o n o s s o s o d s Em s oEm

-
1

It is uncertain when Plaisted will
again be available but Gary, Bob
and Lance look forward to that time
when he is able to return to the

group.
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’ performances ofMax Q and the accomplishment. However, in the
DOC S Westminster Choruswere the re- early 1980s the International board
sults of the 2006 International (hard authorized a program whereby

Bag copy) Bulletin Contest. Out of 25 members of fifth-place choruses
bulletins enteredChord-Inator fin- and above, for a nominal cost,

ished eighth, two places better than could obtain the appropriate med-
Denver Recap in the 2005 contest and three placesals.

Where does the tlme go’) It's been beh|nd D|Ck Teeters’ Star Gaze,l‘

nearly a month since that special bulletin of the St. Paul Chapter an

tooyk to the International stage ir¥ Bulletin Contest. Safe to say that fiNd it emblazoned with that %

Denver and came away with an “A” LOL was well represented this year. $*@#! new logo.

score and an 18th-place finish. It (Figuring a jump of two places a gyen though the traditional lyre
doesn’t get much better than that, atYear,Chord-Inatorshould be Num- 554 will be seen along with the
least for starters: Think Nashville! ~ ber One in 2009) current abomination (shared with
The joint venture with the River IR AR the Girl Scouts and dumped by the

City Chorus is winding down now At a break during the last joint re- Sweet Adelines) on the front of the
but not without so many marvelous hearsal of Commodores North and Nnéw headquarters building in Nash-
memories: the joint sessions, the South on June 23, | had occasion toVille, you won't find any “old logo”
annual show performances, andtalk with a River City member mMmerchandise in thélarmony Mar-
finally the trek to Denver and the (name forgotten) who had won a ketplace, not even for 50-year
unforgettable finish just to name a fifth-place medal singing with an- members.

few. (I'm going to miss jockeying other chorus in the 1959 Interna-
for position on the back row of the tional Chorus Contest.

risers withJon Christiansen)

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

g The River City member got his
medal all right but was surprised to

Personally, | think the Marketplace
would significantly increase its cash
Since only first-place medals were flow by offering such items but
awarded at that time this member International is probably not con-
Lost in the hoopla of the stunning had only a certificate to mark his cerned about revenues.

Chord Candy #42
by Jim Richards

Singing tags is for fun, right? Well, in that spirit itsemetimes fun to stray a bit from classic barbershop, eflgecia

if the flow of harmony seems natural. Ed Waesche did that ayéans ago when he arranged
Stephen Foster’s “Jeannie With The Light Brown Hair” for #eeond Editiomuartet. In the tag of
that song Ed used a “thirteenth chord”, so called because thé atrdrins the interval of 13 scale
steps (counting both ends) between the lowest and highest notesatford. Over the objections
raised by many of his peers Ed vigorously defended the use of that chord on the grasrajspobd-
priateness. Incidentally, the Second Edition became Internat@vahpions that year, not neces-
sarily because of that chord but perhaps in spite of that chord.

This month’s Chord Candy contains a “Waesch& b® the word “my” in measure 2. It is easy to
get to from the preceding chord, a D-flat barbershBmhord, where the bass, bari and lead each
lower their pitch by % step while the tenor raises his note bgifastep. This voicing of the 13
chord has a unique stressed sound that just cries for resdtutiom final tonic chord. Sing it, enjoy it, but use it in
contest at your own risk.

Dr. Jim Richards
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Slattery's Slant
By Dan Slattery, VP Chapter Devel.

Gentlemen, we've completed our

task in Denver,
doing the best job
possible. It makes
one really proud
when things go as
well as they did.
We had one of the
largest choruses in

the contest, and we

sang to the best of

our ability, earning an “A” score.

Also, we were probably the only
chorus who had less than ten full
rehearsals over the last year pre
paring for this event.

Dan Slattery

Another thing, we didn’t go out and
select our people for the chorus. As
Paul said, “If someone wanted to
join the chorus and sing and they
could carry a tune, well, we had
them on stage.”

The Minneapolis Commodores

Pages

Board Highlights
By Steve Daniel, Secretary

From the meeting of June 21
-At the Como sing-out on July 17
we will sing our

contest set and
When I'm 64,
then join the
other choruses
for the three clos-
ing songs we
sang last year.
The Waconia

singout will be on
July 19.

- Although the River City chorus
will not be participating with us inr
the fall district contest in Rochesterl
individual dual members from Ma-
son City are welcome to do so.

will be singing our Denver contest

Steve Daniel

have made me very proud to be aset.

Commodore many times, and this is
no exception. I'm even more
PROUD to be &COMMODORE .

Now is a perfect time to talk to our
friends that sing. Let them know
the fun we are having, and the fun
they could have if they were mem-

bers. There is still time to join and *

gualify to be on stage in Rochester
in October, the next stop before
Nashville next summer.

Let's celebrate what we have ac-
complished so far and work even
harder for next year. Bring in new

singers and don’t miss a Tuesday

evening.

Thanks Guys, for helping make my
barbershop experience GREAT!

SUPPORT
HARMONY
FOUNDATION

- 1769 tickets were sold for thij
year’s show, including 575 mai
order and about 120 walk-ins]
Gross income is expected to be in
the $30,000 range.

- Hardin Olson will chair the 2009|
show committee.

The 20-20 Club has been mode}-
ately successful, covering som
contest expenses for individu
members in need of support.

- Pete Jarnberg is heading up a
brainstorming committee to explortl
new marketing venues, fundraisini;
activities, etc.

- We are working to resolve an
issue with the 2008 show title
“Salute to Disney,” since the Dis-
ney name is protected by trademark
law.

- The Commodores website has
crashed and will need to be redone.
We will be looking to do business
with a more reputable ISP server
provider company.

- A new sound system to meet our
needs for singouts, afterglows, etc.
would cost in the range of $4-5,000.
It was decided that for a nominal

I s

JULY / AUGUST 2007

fee we will use and evaluate a new
system at the Waconia singout and
a Tuesday rehearsal, with no obli-
gation to purchase.

- It was approved to cover assistant
director Dave Speidel's tuition to
attend Harmony College.

- Since we have been generally
pleased with our arrangement with
House of Prayer Church for space,
it was agreed to continue the rela-
tionship by signing a 12-month con-
tract.

- To avoid miscommunication and
duplication of effort, it was agreed
that one person should be in charge
of Commodores equipment. Bill
TeVogt is in the process of drawing
up a Commodores’ organizational
chart to show who’s responsible for
which tasks.

n

$ % % %

%
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Paul and Becky celebrate a special day.

The time, Sunday evening, June 3, 2007; the scene,tlaat Starbuck even exists, so | started to wonder...

not so out-of-he-way back-room in the Golden ValleyI
Golf Club; the occasion, the Contralto Family council.
Giuseppe “Big Joe” Contralto, the Godfather, meets
with a trio of his most trusted capos, Danny Tenori
Marco Basso, and Franco (the Hillman Flash) Trom-
boni, for the purpose of selecting a new “baritoni”

capo. for the organization.

the meeting to order and begins

by outlining the qualifications ja
potential candidate must haye
to be considered for that mqgst
prestigious position.

Danny offers that the prospdgct
must accept the idiosyncrasies
of the Baritoni clan such as
humming or singing weird
melodies epitomized by what
has been called the “Baritoni
Solo”. He should also be [a
Minnesotan by birth but could

can't tell all of you guys (and wives) how humbled |
am to receive the BOTY. | look at the previous recipi-
ents and all | can think of is the tremendous sense of
'devotion that all of these men have to the Commodores.
I think of what we’'d be without them, and | get cold

Their contributions are overwhelming...and
now | am fortunate enough to be included in that very
After a feeding frenzy on pasta and wine, Big Joe callsledicated group..

| can only think of how my

own sense of obligation and
responsibility has been raised
even higher. | have always
been so proud to be part of this
group of male singers, and now
| only feel a stronger desire to
continue on the wonderful path
that we have taken! We are all
so extremely lucky to have
each other as friends, to have
each other as fellow singers,
and to have the support of our

be excused for living out pf families as we engage in this
state, even in lowa. (often time-consuminghobby
of ours.
Franco adds that the man o _
should look beyond Italian op- I'd like to thank my wife,
era and be aware that a Bafi- Becky, for her support an_d_en-
toni prefersa cappellasinging couragement of my participa-
usually with three others sinf}- tion in directing the Commo-
ing different notes while He dores, and for her support of
frantically searches for ONES07 BOTY Paul Wigley and Becky, his #1 fan, showffothe PrO€rshop in general. 1 spend
that haven’t been taken. black marble plague commemorating the occasion. Staff photo @ LOT of time with this hobby,

but Becky has realized that it
Marco chimes in that the candidate should have a backenhances my musical opportunities, introduces me to
ground in vocal music education, play an instrumentifelong friends, and makes my life richer than | can
other than a piccolo, and be the head of a musical famimagine. The concept of Ladies Night is not to be taken
ily. lightly...not ONE of us would do this if we thought we

Finally, after more discussion (and much more Wine),Were someh_ow short-changing’ our fam|l|eﬁ._ IS a
onderful thing when we can have succe$8™ in the

Danny passes a slip of paper to Big Joe who glances At : ; : .
it and reads off the name of the new Baritoni capo an(¥i\/orld - and still have succeeded in keeping our priori-

2007 Minneapolis Barbershopper of the YeBRaquli es straight.

Wigliosi. | would like to thank all of the people that make the
BOTY/ Ladies Night so special. And | would also like

to thank the producers, writers, and actors of the skit
What? ME? Barbershopper of the Year? that introduced our newest BOTY; | can't believe it's

At the BOTY/Ladies Night banquet, when | heard ourme! You are all ‘T"maz‘”g peoplg, and'l am a very lucky
‘mafioso’ mention the town of Starbuck, | really started guey toogz Bé?utrhg'ri/ﬁtnor:é; %rl(i)smlc_s‘,irlnmcl)l ddo?erzy b'er?]tafr?lis
to wonder who the barbershopper of the year was going] air? to all of voul P '

to be! My wife, Becky, is one of only a couple of peo- 9 you:

ple associated with the Commodores that has any iddgaul Wigley

Pauli’'s remarks follow:
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experiment of combining multiple commitment on the part of each and
choruses and singers from all over every brother Commodore (North,

Once In a Lifetime

By Russ Born, Commodore West

the country couldn’'t be successful.

There we were, Standing on the ris- If it were not for the talent and ef-

ers back stage at
the Pepsi Center,
ready to perform
our contest set for
fifteen judges and
a nearly full

house. Just be-
fore the curtain
opened, the con-
test-stage  man-

Russ Born ager approached
us and said “Just

remember, this is the culmination of

forts of the music leadership of the
MinneapolisCommodoresand Ma-
son City’s River City Chorus we
would have never participated in
“the big dance” in Denver. We are
particularly fortunate to have such a
great directing teamPaul Wigley
(Commodores North—
Minneapolis) andJayson Ryner
(Commodores South—Mason
City), as well as both chorus’s mu-

South, West, Southwest and South-
east units) was a very successful,
but more importantly, terrific Bar-
bershop experience. The essence of
what transpired over the last year
comes not only from the beautiful
music we all made together, but the
many new and lasting friendships
we made as the result of the union
of so many voices from so many
parts of the country. As a nearly
forty-year barbershopper, this op-
portunity to make music with so

sic teams made our experience suchmany great men is one of the high-

a successful one.

lights of my personal barbershop-

thousands and thousands of hoursand then there are our members. PING €xperience. | only hope that

of work leading up to this mo-

The dedication shown by all those

ment!” If he only knew that as @ who performed on the risers was
group, we had rehearsed together 8gyident by our high placement in
maximum of eight times! the contest. Considering the logis-
With that in mind, the curtain tics of having two choruses spread
opened and the Commodore Cho-out from many miles north of the
rus, all 148 of us, sang and dancedTwin Cities and south nearly to
our hearts out! We were ON! The Waterloo, lowa, this feat is truly
chords rang! Oh, how they rang! amazing.

When we sang the swipe at “this
love devine” Time After Timgand
that final chord locked perfectly,
my body was one big goose bump!
And that was just our “ballad™!

In addition there were the three
“experts from out of town” (spoken
in jest) who came from literally all
over the country to be part of this
remarkable vocal experienceBill

this group of fine musicians can
continue (on occasion, at least) to
make music together.

On a personal note, | want to thank
all those Commodores that encour-
aged me to become a part of this
effort, as well as all of the members
and leaders of our joint chorus who
helped me with learning my music

and choreography, and assisted with
uniforms and other details.

It is Truly Great To Be A Commo-
dore!

Shaw, long time Commodore cur-
start At the Balland the audience rently living in the Phoenix area
was still letting us know how much came “back home” to be on stage

Then we moved into position to

Now and Then...
Becomed-orever

they appreciated our presentation of with his brother Commodores; as
Time After TimeWe sang the first did Jim Windey, who came all the
chord and off we went. The energy way from the Ft. Meyers, Florida
put into our choreography was area; each traveling about 1500 aif
more intense than | had ever experi- miles.  Your reporterRuss Born,
enced. And for me, it was the first returned to the Commodore family
time | did not even come close to after a nearly thirty-year hiatus and
missing a move. | suspect that | traveled 900 miles from Red Lodge,
was not alone in achieving the goal Montana, to the Twin Cities to at-
of “being the very best | could be” tend rehearsals.

for those six minutes spent on stage All three “out of towners” made

performing and being judged

the time to attend special rehearsal
and/or retreats whenever time per-
mitted. It should be noted that Bill
When the scores were announcedShaw actually competed with two
we found ourselves in 18th place choruses at Denver! He sang with
And, oh, how close we came to the Greater Phoenix chorus and
moving up even higher! Only six helped them achieve a "14Place
points separated us from™PBlace!  contest finish.

against the very best our hobby has
to offer.

There were some that thought this The net result of all this effort and

Mike and Nikki Staff photo

Commodore leadMike Jordan,
finally found the nerve to pop the
guestion to Commodore sweetheart,
Nikki Neumann.

Now, Nikki, you are officially one
of the Commodore family. Our very
best wishes to both of you.
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Wigleyfrom Page 1 So, where do we go from here? many ways. [I've always been
From my viewpoint, | see a couple proud of the emphasis on fun that
. .~ of goals. First, maintain the the Commodores have shown. I've
give a few guys from Mason City achievement of singing in the 80’s. always been proud of the strong
the opportunity to compete (rather A : .
: . . There are so few “A” level choruses sense of family and caring that the
than just sit out a year). The rest is . . )
. : in the Society, and now that we're Commodores have. Now, we can
becoming history! Oops- ummm- .
. o . there, we have a big job ahead of usbe proud of the fact that we are the
we just qualified for International- . . h :
simply to STAY at this level. Our 18" best performing barbershop
ummm- NOW what do we do?! . ) o
. . ..~ second goal must be to continue to chorus in the world. Don'’t think
(This was pretty much my initial . . g .
. recruit new singers. This is some- we need to make any major changes
reaction to the fact that we were _ . . . . :
oing to be singing in Denver!!) thing that can only be accomplished with anything. Have fun! Sing to
going ging _ - by each and every one of you. Ask the best of your ability! Enjoy the
We are so blessed with so many of those men in your church choir, or great guys that stand next to you
you that take on so many jobs, but | ask your old school-friends who every week! Simple? | think
particularly want to thank the guys might be in the area. Ask them to so...it's the best hobby in the world.
that helped me SO much musically, come to just one rehearsal, and thenit truly is great to be a Commodore,
Jayson Ryner, Dave Speideland  the rest is up to us to make their and truly humbling to be the direc-
Gary Jacobson | could always evening enjoyable. If they like it, tor of such a wonderful group of
count on these guys for honest feed-they'll come back, if it's not their men. Thanks to you all.
back, and they were always positive thing, that's OK, too. But, please

odores Soutlpurely for a chance to

) : A Paul Wigley
in the ways they addressed the cho-realize that to maintain what we _ =
rus. Positive atmosphere is one of have, we must continue to grow.  Editor's Note: Thank you, Paul. We
our biggest success stories and | _ _ couldn’t do it without your dedi-
never plan to change that! This is an exceptional chorus in so cated , inspiring leadership.

: iati * 07/22/ Jim & Mary Erickson
Happy Birthday 82;88 jggncwhgrspt)lansen 07/23 Tom & Bonnie Dahlen
* Commodores South (Mason City) g/10 Pete Jarnberg 07/29 Bill & Connie Ashley
07/10 Brooks Bergersen (65) 08/13 Rob Hartert 07/30 Jim & Patty Scheller
07/10 Carlyle Merritt* 08/17 Denny Rolloff 08/05 Larry & Kathy N(_elson
07/12 John Hansen 08/18 Mike Hojan 08/05 Dan & Carol Smith
07/14 Charleen Bauer 08/21 Kathy Williams 08/06 Jim & Roman_a Jorgensen
07/14 Beverly Koch 08/22 Derek Glenna 08/06 Paul & Cynthia Krull*
07/14 Paul Wigley 08/22 Elizabeth Vander Plaats 08/08 Joe & Nora Houser
07/16 Dianne Ongna 08/24 Dave Speidel 08/08 Fred & Ardis Von Fischer
07/17 Lou DeMars 08/25 Paul Nielsen* 08/09 BiIll & Janet Kinkel
07/17 Fritz Herring 08/26 Merrill Miller 08/10 Guy & Terry Jean St. Martin
07/17 Jim Lee 08/27 John |_|0yd 08/11 Bob & Pat Griffith
07/17 Ginny Sathe 08/29 Clem Gronfor 08/12 Lance & Janet Johnson
07/19 Bill Ashley 08/29 Dave Wall 08/14 Bob & Brer_1da Duncan
07/20 John Borchers* 09/01 Jodie Grady 08/14 Rod & Doris Hall
07/20 Gail Leach 09/02 Jane Rolloff 08/17 Wes & Pat Hatlestad
07/22 Roger Gesell* 09/03 Fred Von Fischer (75) 08/20 Carlton & Cha_lrlee.n Bauer
07/24 Jay Rasmussen 09/05 Catherine Wall 08/20 Doug & Connie Miller
07/27 Ken Glover 09/08 Dick Hartmann (65) 08/20 Dan & Karen True
07/27 Larry Nelson 09/08 Carl Pinard (65) 08/22 Glenn E. & Shirley Retter
07/28 Marsha Shaw 09/09 Mary LaCombe 08/23 Dave & Arlene Davies
07/29 Don Rudnik 09/09 Jeanne Narveson* 82;22 '(I;om H& Belth Clarkb
07/30 Brenda Duncan : ary & Marilyn Jacobson
08/01 Karen True Happy Anniversary 08/28 Jeff & Elizabeth Vander
08/02 Rudy Stenson 07/10 John & Arlene Bergseth Plaats
08/03 Chris Burgess 07/13 Bill & Marsha Shaw 08/31 Ed & Betty Bearse
08/04 Paul Dahlen 07/15 Ray & Verlene Ensrud 09/05 LeRoy & DiAnn Zimmer-
08/05 Sue Klousia* 07/20 Brooks & Sandy Bergersen man
08/06 Hazel Herring 07/20 Dave & Jamye Casperson ~ 09/08 Eldon & Jan Krull*
08/06 Luther Romo (70) 07/20 Vince & Judy Formosa 09/09 Dick & Marge Riemen-

08/07 Connie Miller 07/21 Mark & Cindy Beaty schneider
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Georgia Grind Ungagged ten, the insight or guidance or reve- singing in a similarly top high

By Jim Erickson, Butte-Bound Bari- lation are amazingly predictive, or school choir, and various choirs and
tone guiding, or just fulfilled in pleasant groups thereafter including a long
ways. Of course, there are always standing quartet and now the inter-

Oh, I suppose someone will ap- " negative versions of the same nationally-rated version of the

proach me and

kind of words or deeds, but I'm in a Commodores. Please understand
positive mood today, and God that | am not looking for your admi-
knows, my articles are long enough ration at my musical history. Com-
without my examining both sides of pared to some, it is a bit meager.
every issue. So, here are some posi-But rather, | am trying to make the
tive examples of what | am talking point that what the good Sister said
about. showed her recognition that there
was possibly a real interest in music

enlighten me as to
there being not as
many “buttes” in

Colorado as there
are in, say, Ari-

zona or Montana.
Or, maybe there

are more. Regard- When | was quite young, my par-
JimErickson  less, (Remember ents saw fit to have me take piano
—  that irregardless lessons. My teacher, a Catholic nun,
of what some say, there is no such Sister Ubalda, struggled to teach me
word as “irregardless”) this is my to keep my fingers curled, hit the
attempt to make a connection be- right notes, and avoid distracting
tween Commodore Land and the and unnerving her by telling about
Denver area. As | write this, we are my latest adventures and inventions
only several days from traveling to in building my tree house. The tree
the great international contest. Hav- house was right across the street
ing never been to such an event, | from the window in the room where
can only anticipate what goes on. she gave her lessons and she livedAnother time when my son, Chuck,
And, | am afraid of missing some- in terror of my falling from the tree was probably about 15 and very
thing | really would treasure and as she occasionally glanced awayinto fancy cars and how neat some
kick myself for my ignorance later from a lesson and over to the tall really expensive ones were, he was
when | reminisce about the whole tree where | was swinging upside joined by his friend, Rob, who
spectacle. It seems a bit over- down on a trapeze or some wilder added to the conversation mix about
whelming. Can | absorb it all? Will thing. cars and how some of the coolest
even excellent performances weary were those costing an amount
me some after hearing so many? roughly equivalent to a couple of
Will | get back to the Casa Bonita e houses. (Or, in current termBoc
Restaurant ever again? (Visited of- :inoyn)la?ktr?ialf r?,ram:rggz gﬂgnfﬁé Hardin’s Cadillac) To try to bring
ten in my skiing trips to Colorado) ooci Sister hadi/at Fs)ecret clandestinethem back to earth a bit and let
Will our performance be over so 9 i i : ) i them know that cars are important,
quickly that | will really miss the (r)r:‘feerilr?g nI;ZSltJh(Iango ![?onmgf ggrceonn_s but having such a car is not the end-
moment? And, as the illustrious finuin 9 m Iesso?]s it 1 reall all of what is meaningful, 1 men-
Bob Dykstra says, “Does anyone 9 my Y tioned that “It is the same world out

; .
really care?” wanted to. (What child wouldn't?) | there, no matter what windshield
took them up on the offer. It was

Not that Bob doesn't care, but it only a bit later, that | learned that at YOU &€ looking through.” Several

reminded me of how important it is that meeting, Sister Ubalda told my YE2'S 1ater, Rob mentioned that he
to be careful about what we say. parents | would it down and play 'cmempered those words  many
'm not writing about being very again. When my mother told me UMeS and the perspective it had
guarded in choosing what we speak about what Sister had said, | proba- 9"V him in paying attention to the

about, but rather being aware of the ply said, “No way!” or whatever the wider meaning of non-material im-

impact of some words or deeds that equivalent of that was back then, ~ POMance:

in everyday terms may not be very

earthshaking, but years later may Many years later, | was reminded of
come back to show what power a what she envisioned. | looked back
couple of words may have. Now, over my life and, although | never
I'm not talking about big stuff here. did learn to play the piano (and still
Rather, those sometimes-offhand marvel at those who easily do so), |
remarks or little actions that stick did play many musical instruments,
with another person and are remem-including playing bass clarinet in an
bered at some far future time. Of- award-winning high school band, Go toErickson, Pg. 10, Col. 1

surging somewhere in that young
tree-climbing boy and that it would

blossom throughout his life. And,

her words emerge often to further
inspire me in my interest. No doubt,

when | am on that international

stage, a fleeting thought will cross
my mind and will be a musical

thanks to one who saw a spark so
long ago.

After a few months of pretty un-
fruitful tutoring (probably due to

Or consideiSteve Danielsour qui-
etly effective scrivener and Com-
modore Secretary. In his retirement,
he sensed some long ago yearnings
and with the urging of others,
started to write poetry. He’s now in
the process of putting together and
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Ericksonfrom Page 9

publishing a book of his poetry. Not
something he would have done
without the encouragement of oth-

Pagel0

Musically Speaking
By Carl Pinard, Music VP

JULY / AUGUST 2007

Colefrom Page 2
thought we'd sing them the old

way, but we didn’t. | think | sang

At the District Convention in 1986, : .
them differently. It didn't seem

which | believe was

ers, | venture.

So, what the heck does this have tg
do with barbershop singing? (Why
do | always have to ask this ques-
tion?) Well, the judges have deter-
mined that we are now at a champi-

normal. | may never be normal

in Rochester, Hilltop .
again.

beat the Commo-
dores and went to
International. Ever
since that contest it
has been a desire of
mine to bring the

I've been to the big dance and
now I'm part of a Joe Barbershop-
per Chorus that's in the top 20. It
wasn't easy getting there and it
did involve some luck or turn of

onship level and have, by their
scores, told us so. And, | don’t have
to remind you of how enthusiasti-
cally our concert crowds have re-
ceived us with standing ovations for
our music and the news of interna-
tional standing. So whether you

consider what they have said to be the best in the Society, deserves a

big stuff or not, listen to what they
have told us. From now on, sing
(and smile) like the champions we
are. And, if we are judged to have
done our best in this once-in-a-
lifetime chorus combo, hold your
head high. It may be the same
world through whatever windshield
you are looking, but you are now
looking through it with the eyes of a
champion!

More about the Georgia Academic
Grind University and its special
scholarship grants to qualified
Commodores soon. Applications,
however, are now available for the
nominal processing charge of $150
each, payable to me in small, un-
marked bills. Would appreciate
payment before | receive my Visa
statement relating to the Denver
trip. Processing will occur later.

It's great to be a championship-
level Commodore!

ATTENTION, PLEASE!

After months of grueling effort, the

Olson Vertical Vocal Assistange
Deviceis now available to barber-
shoppers  everywhere for ofly
$39.95 ($49.95 for baritoneg).
Don’t warm up without it. Get dn

Ithe road to better singing. Be 'he

first in your group to have one.

CALL NOWat 952/ URS-TUCK I

|

Commodores to a fate, but we proved beyond a
level that we could shadow of a doubt that we be-
compete at the International. Last longed there. | am so proud to be
month that dream was realized. 3 Commodore and I'll never be
And | would like to thank everyone normal again.

involved. Our music team, one of

Carl Pinard

| am also proud to have served as
your Denver chorus manager, and
hope that all my emails and other
info and stuff helped make your
journey a little easier. | especially
want to thank Joe Houser for tak-
ing on some of the extra duties
and shouldering some of the
work. Thanks, Joe. | sometimes
felt during those 6 months leading
up to Denver like | had the whole
Over six years of very hard work chorus’'s weight on my back and
went into this. We used to sing at a my disposition at chapter meet-
65%. We now sing at an 82%. ings probably showed it. And
That's almost impossible. But it honestly, sometimes | did feel like
sure is nice. The Commodores de-| was herding a bunch of chick-
serve as much praise as anyoneens, some with their heads cut
else. We worked hard. We were off—read my lips. But | don’t feel
successful even though many of that way now and | hope you had
you probably wondered what is this as good a time as Sheila and | did
all about. in Denver.

tremendous amount of appreciation
and gratitude. If you could only
imagine the amount of work, sweat,
and tears that went into the effort to
get us to this level. Every director
and every section leader was com-
pletely committed to this effort. |
might even say that it was above
and beyond.

Guys, we are now at a level that So it's back to the grind and |
requires some responsibility. We don’t mean the Georgia Grind.
are an International competitor. Back to Tuesday nights with the
People look at us differently. We Commodores. Back to learning
will be asked to perform more of- notes and words. Back to listening
ten, which will help us. It's a and learning from Paul and Gary
feather in our cap and something of and Dave, as they try to make a
which we should be very proud. | normal guy like me into an ex-
know that the Music Committee is traordinary light, heady-voiced
proud of you and we thank you sin- lead. I'll let them have their way
cerely. with me for a while, even though |
know, someday, I'll be a bass.
Yes, | know it's not normal to
think of such a possibility, but

Thank you for your hard work and then some would say, “Cole,

dedication (Will we see all of you You've never been normal.” So,
in Nashville?) thank you very much!

The next goal should be the top 10.
We're only 100 points away.
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By Rich Evans, Commodore Emer
tus
Well the Commodorescertainly let

the International barbershop con-

munity know they were a force {(
be reckoned with again after yoy
fine performance ienver, Colo-

rado on July 6". Waiting twenty
years to get back to the big sho
was entirely too long. You guys
really gave a heck of a performancg
[I particularly enjoyed your treat-
ment of Time After Timg.

In chatting with many of you aftel
the contest there were some wh
were disappointed at your8"
place finish. Here's a couple o
takes on that. TheCommodores
are 18 in THE WORLD . There
are literally thousands of chorusg
who not only didn’'t make it this far
this contest season, b®9% of
them never have wonDistrict or a
Division contest and most likely
never will but they love four-part

harmony none the less. Your ovef

all average score d81.5is anA
performance. Let me repeat that .
it was an “A” [Folks. itdon't get
much better then that].

It was so much fun during the cor
test seeing some of my old risq
buds again up close and person
but I'm really sorry so many of us
never connected during the week.

The Heart Of Texas had a pretty
good shot, as you know, finishin
in the rarefied atmosphere of t
top ten with an84.9 avg [three

years of recent International compé-

tition and a lot of hard work ha
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2008 Annual Show Update
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What's New With the

By Gary Jacobson, 2008 Chairman Harmony Foundation?

"Salute to Disney the 2008 annual
show, is well underway. April 5,
2008 isn't that far

away. New mu-
sic is being pur-

By Jack Beaver, Service Chairman

What are the Commodores doing to

further this
cause? Yes, we
occasionally

chased and it

place a dollar in
looks as though

) the collection
Humdingers aka cup, if we re-
Dapper  Dans member. How-

will be our head-
line quartet. The

list of music for $25.00 weekly;

v the show is being ot much for the 80 members, on

o on August 9, 2007.

ever, this gener-
ates only about

=

Gary Jacobson Jack Beaver

] ) What more could we do? Have you
I 'can promise you we will be learn- eyer thought about becoming ~an
ing a few "new" songs, but we will  Ampassador of SongRor as little
be using many songs with which a5 $500 per month you can share
you will be familiar. Look forward  the joy ofa cappellaharmony with

©to a few changes in our approach to new singers, directors and fans
this next show. I'm proposing some 5r0und the world.

new approaches to ticket prices and _ _

to our brochure sponsorships. We Why don't we try this. | will collect
will be giving local quartets and Your pledges and when you reach
S small groups Opportunities to par- $60.00 | will turn your name In as
ticipate again during this show. I'm a@n Ambassador Let's see how
asking my wife's quartet'Nice ~many Commodores will be willing
Touch" to be on this show. We 0 make this minimal (and tax de-
need some female characters for theductible) commitment.

_"theme” part of our show and they |f you have questions, see me at
will perform just prior to our finale.  chapter meeting or call at 763/544-
‘1 am asking each of you to commit 3834 or 763/234-6068.

to CO”tanlng our goals Of improved :lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll.

singing and presentation to our pub-: If you enjoy singing...
lic... we are 18th best in the world! ETELL YOUR FACE ABOUT IT!

—

r You will all be asked to learn music :
aLLquickIy, sell sponsorships and sell:
tickets to this show. Let's have tWO ssssssssssssssnnsnsnnsnsnnnnnnnnnnn
sold-out shows this year. As of
now you are all members of this
years "Mouseketeer Club."

lEEEEEEEEEEEEENEN

You Are Invited

Denny and Jane Rolloff invite the
Commodores and their significant
others to a reception celebrating
their 50th wedding anniversary at
1:30 p.m. on Sunday, September 2,

brought us this far].

Because of our stage time, none of WWW.youtu be.com/watch|?
you got to see our cowboy shot but uTFadOqlg6E

someone has postedYou Tube

version taken from the web cast. Nashville as I'm pretty sure we'll

You can see it at;

2007, at Oakridge Conference Cen-
ter on Hwy. 41, Chaska, Minnesota.

Come, celebrate your success at

] International!

No gifts please. We would love to
see you there.

Start saving your money now

both be doing it again iR008
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IRETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Dr.Hardin Olson, Bulletin Editor
306 13th. Ave. N.
Hopkins, MN 55343

MEETING EVERY TUES -7:30 PM
House of Prayer Lutheran Church
7625 Chicago Avenue South
Richfield, MN 55423

GUESTS ALWAYS WELCOME

Chapter Quartets

AARPS-A-CHORD.........cooveiiieennns 03/01/06
Gary Jacobson................coeeeene 651/330-4525
EASY LISTENIN'.......ccooiiiiiienn 10/01/03
Dan Slattery..........ccocvvvnennns 763/755-2926
FOUR SEASONS.........ccoiiiiieieenes 02/30/08
Dan Smith...........c.cooiiiii 952/888-8118
FRIENDS.........cciiiiiiiiiiie (mixed group)
Doug Miller........cocvviiiieniiein, 952-8265
GOOD NEWS!......oiiiiiiiiii s 04/30/03
Rod Johnson............cccvevneene 507/645-5750
HAPPINESS EMPORIUM............... 1975 1QC
Rod Johnson............ccovevneen. 507/645-5750 -
REGAL BLEND.........covvviiiiiinennn 03/01/08
Doug Miller..........ccoeevevvininn 952/447-8265
SALTY DOGS.......e. e 08/31/03
Bob Dykstra...........ccoeevevvinnnen. 651/633-6951
7TTHHEAVEN............cceeeen. (mixed quartet)
JIMFOY...ooiiii i 763/571-0829

The lowa Contingent
BUFFALO CHIPS

Gene Gallogly..........cocoeveennnne 641/423-0590 -
DIMINISHED 4th

Marc Murray.........cocoeeveeinnnnns 641/424-9053
JOURNEYMEN

Jerry Hammes.............ccovvveenes 712/336-2935
SQUARE ONE

Mark Narveson...................... 641/749-2457

DATED MATERIAL
PLEASE EXPEDITE

To:

LOOKING AHEAD
Chapter Level

April 5, 2008 Annual show
District Level
Oct. 26-7, 2007LOL District Con-

vention and contests,Rochester, Min-
nesota

June 22-24, 2007Mini-Hep School,
La Crosse, Wisconsin

Jan. 11-12, 2008,0L COTS, Meno-
monie, Wisconsin

International Level

Jan. 20-27, 2008lidwinter Conven-
tion, San Antonio, Texas

June 28-July 6, 200 ternational
Convention, Nashville, Tennessee
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Barbershopper Of The Year
Paul Wigley

Commodores and others *
contributing to this issue:

Jack Beaver
Russ Born
Curt Brekke
Dan Cole
Steve Daniel
Bob Dykstra
Jim Erickson
Gary Jacobson
Jim Jorgensen
Rollie Neve
Hardin Olson
Carl Pinard
Jim Richards
Dan Slattery
Paul Wigley

Support Your Chapter Bulletin!

Do unto your editor as you woul(
have him do unto you!

(AND DO IT NOW!)




