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As we approach our opportunity in Denver, I want us 
all to reflect on what it means to have the right to be a 
champion.  The Minneapolis Commodores have taken 
the high road in every aspect that a barbershop chorus 
possibly could: giving to charitable causes, supporting 
high school quartets, partici-
pating in inter-chapter activi-
ties, singing for community 
functions, visiting members 
that are dealing with health 
issues, pitching in to assure a 
successful annual show, help-
ing fellow singers with musi-
cal questions, showing a smile 
to a new member or guest, 
learning lots of music at home, 
etc, etc. 
All of these things are signs of 
a championship chapter.  
Many, many barbershop chap-
ters around the country would 
love to have the camaraderie, 
friendship, musical success, 
administrative efficiency, and 
family values that the Commo-
dores have.  You will note that 
I have not mentioned much 
about our musical activi-
ties….yet. 
The opportunity to sing on the International stage is 
indicative of another level of success that the Commo-
dores have the right to celebrate—musical success.  
Every chapter on the International stage is considered 
to be a champion at some level.  We have now earned 

the right to perform like musical champions every 
time we stand on the risers.  We have earned the right 
to stand like champions, to warm-up like champions, 
to smile like champions, to produce vocal quality like 
champions, to sing with the emotion of champions, 

and to love our fellow singers as 
the champions they are.    

Every musical choice that we all 
make from this day forward 
needs to be made with this 
thought in mind, “What would a 
champion do to make this music 
meaningful?”  Music without 
communication is meaningless, 
but music with its rightful con-
nection between the singers and 
the listeners is magical. 

We have an opportunity in Den-
ver to make a lasting friendship 
with thousands of barbershop-
pers from all over the world.  
This lasting friendship will hap-
pen because we will give of our-
selves…everything of ourselves 
during those moments on stage.  
This lasting friendship will be a 
result of giving people around 

the world a few precious moments of universal joy, 
and universal communication.  Let’s make the most 
out of every   precious moment from here on. Every 
time we make music, make it count.  We are going to 
have a GREAT time in Denver!  Let’s act, and sing, 
like champions. 

On to Denver! 
The Right To Be a Champion by Paul Wigley 
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On Yewer Behalf 
By Dan Cole,  Program VP 

It’s Tuesday today in downtown at 
the condo. It’s the day after Memo-

rial Day and an-
other successful 
Commodore sing 
out for Bil l 
Kinkel’s Ameri-
can Legion/VFW 
program—good 
job, Bill. It’s a 
mixture of blue 
sky and puffy 

white clouds and the temps are in 
the upper 70’s. I went for a run ear-
lier this morning down by the Mis-
sissippi and ran across the Ply-
mouth Avenue Bridge to Boom Is-
land Park, where the Minneapolis 
Queen riverboat is docked and it 
reminded me again of our great 
show in April. The geese are back 
at the river and that means I have to 
watch where I step. The park work-
ers were busy clearing some long 
grass and brush along the way and I 
got a strong smell of fresh cut grass. 
I  also  noticed   that  the   trees  and 
Go to Cole, Page 5, Col.1 
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University  
St. Joseph, MO  

July 29-August 5, 2007 
featuring  

Vocal Spectrum 
and 

Ambassadors of Harmony 
If you are unable to set aside a full 
week  for this program, the Society 
offers a special weekend package at 

a reduced rate. Make your 
reservations now.  

Contact: 
1-800-876-SING (7464) 

or 
www.barbershop.org/harmonyU 

Dan Cole 

Curt Comments 
By Curt Brekke, President 

I have viewed previous Interna-
tional Competitions 
on Web-Cast and 
look forward to the 
live event. Rubbing 
elbows with the 
“best of the best” 
and witnessing 
their live perform-
ances, promises to 

be a real thrill.  Members of the top 
choruses all seem “naturally en-
gaged” in their performances. Ob-
serving them later on CD gives me 
some insight as to what the judges 
may be looking for in our upcoming 
engagement in Denver. 

This is our great opportunity and 
this experience will inspire us to 
perform at our highest level.  We 
have a few rehearsals left to polish 
the words, notes, faces, moves and 
dynamics all together into a great 
performance.  If we are of the 
mind-set that stepping on the risers 
is a privilege and that along with 
that comes an individual responsi-
bility to give our very best perform-
ance, we will be successful. 

Curt Brekke 

is better known to our readers as 
The Gadfly but you will be sur-
prised to learn that his barbershop 
career began almost 60 years ago at 
Macalester College in the Par Four 
quartet, a group that also at one 
time featured Bob Spong and John 
Hansen. Dale has not let a little 
thing like macular degeneration 
dampen his enthusiasm for either 
his writing or his place on the ris-
ers. So why not give him a pat on 
the back or a “Well done!” once in 
a while just to let him know how 
much you appreciate his coura-
geous efforts. 
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Getting the Most Out of 
Your Performance 
By Dave Speidel, Ass’t Director 

All right, guys; It is only one month 
away from the 
biggest chorus 
festival in the 
world!  What are 
your plans to 
make this one of 
the most enjoyable 
performance mo-
ments in your life?  
Well, we know 
that this once in a 

lifetime event will be great – espe-
cially with our buddies from Mason 
City.  I don’t know what you have 
heard, but I think that our comrades 
to the south are working harder than 
we are – especially when it comes 
to remembering all of the vocal, 
artistic and expressive lessons being 
addressed by the music teams.   

I can only tell you from experience 
what it takes to have a good time on 
the stage.  You have to be prepared!  
At this moment in time, I feel so 
comfortable with the message of 
each song and the choreo that I am 
relaxed and confident in my per-
formance level.  I have time to in-
teract with the guys next to me and 
I do not worry about performances 
of anyone else.   

Here is my question.  Do you feel 
this way about your own personal 
performance?  If not – why not?  As 
a member of the music team I im-
plore you to throw away your pride 
for a moment, step up to the plate 
and do the right thing.  When I 
stand out in front and watch – the 
most difficult thing for many of our 
members are the physical moves for 
At the Ball’  Besides attending the 
remaining rehearsals there are extra 
things you can do. 

· Come to rehearsal early for help 

· Record the music at rehearsal so 
you can do the next items. 

· Rehearse your facial expressions 
and physical moves in front of a 
mirror  at home. 

  

 

Commodore History in In-
ternational Competition 
By Dr. Bob Dykstra, Historian  

Many current Commodore are 
doubtless unaware 
of the chorus’ en-
viable past record 
in international 
chorus competi-
tion.  Our last ap-
pearance on the 
international con-
test stage was in 
Salt Lake City in 
1986 when we 

finished 9th under the direction of 
Doug Miller .  The previous three 
years under Doug’s direction we 
finished 7th, 10th, and 8th. 

Our first appearance in international 
competition goes way back to 1959 
when we finished 10th  in Chicago 
with Regs Ellefson out front.  Har-
old Ulring then took over as direc-
tor and led us to three international 
contests in 1962, 1964, and 1966.  
The Commodores earned their first 
medal in Kansas City in 1962, fin-
ishing 5th.  In each of their next two 
appearances they finished 11th. 

Bob Spong directed us to our next 
three shots at the best in barber-
shopping.  The Commodores came 
in 12th in 1970, 10th in 1971, then 
jumped to 5th in 1978 earning their 
second chorus medal.  Richard 
Dick then stepped in and led us to 
3rd and 4th place medals in 1979 and 
1980, our high-water marks as far 
as international competition is con-
cerned.  Two years later in 1982 
Bob Spong and Rod Johnson co-
directed the Commodores to a 6th 
place finish in Pittsburgh.  It was 
after that contest that Doug Miller 
took over.  I’ve chronicled the 
Commodores’ international compe-
tition record under his leadership in 
the opening paragraph. 

In summary, the Commodores have 
competed at the international level 
fourteen times, have finished 
twelfth   or  better in every competi- 

Go to Dykstra, Page 6, Col. 3 

Dave Speidel Dr. Bob Dykstra Slattery’s Slant 
By Dan Slattery, Membership VP 

Hello to all Commodores. 

We are on the verge of something 
special. However, 
each   of us has to  
go that extra mile to 
meet the challenge.  
So  push yourself a 
little more each 
week, or better, 
each day. Work on 
your choreography, 
your notes.  Know 

them so well that you can’t make a 
mistake;  make this experience the 
best ever.  Most of the current 
Commodores have spent  their en-
tire barbershop lives without  sing-
ing  on the International stage. Are 
we  ready to  take this next step?  
Working hard, and  together, we 
can all reap the rewards of our suc-
cess. The competition at the Inter-
national level is  keen, but we   
Commodores are up to it if we  
meet the challenge with all the en-
ergy we can put forth. This is going 
to be great, and so are the Commo-
dores. 

With our new-found friends in 
Iowa, we have the makings  of  a  
powerful force. They are well-
prepared and are setting their own  
bar quite high.   I am  hoping that 
every Commodore wants to take 
this power and put it to the best use 
possible. We have the opportunity 
to wow our audience with an unfor-
gettable performance. It is up to 
you. Let’s have fun (being good is 
fun) and have a ball! 

Dan Slattery 

The worst thing that you can do is 
Nothing!  Ask yourself, ‘What is 
the impact of doing nothing?’  Why 
not take a little extra time to bring 
yourself to the next level? You 
would not believe how good it will 
make you feel, and it will be re-
flected not only in the scores we 
receive at International – but more 
importantly how we emotionally 
impact the audience.  Hey – it just 
might make you a better musician!  
How about that? 
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Mike Kuenzel  is also a graduate of 
Lakevil le High 
School and the 
fourth member, the 
tenor, of Close 
Quarters. Like Dil-
lon and Alex, Mike 
was a member of 
the Now and Then 
Singers. 

Upon graduation, 
Mike went on to study at  the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-River Falls. 

With the addition of Dillon, Alex 
and Mike to our roster, the Commo-
dores can now boast of another reg-
istered quartet. Their base, Caleb 
Minnie, became a chapter member 
this past year. 

It is the presence  of young men 
like these and educators like Paul 
Wigley that will  ensure the future 
of the Minneapolis Chapter as well 
as that of the Society. 

Alex Ringeisen was born and 
raised in Lake-
ville. Like his 
quartet mate, Dil-
lon, he also is a 
disciple of Paul 
Wigley’s and an 
alumnus of the 
Now and Then 
Singers. 

Alex is matriculat-
ing at the University of Wisconsin-
Madison and counts sailing, swim-
ming and running as his leisure pur-
suits when not singing lead in his 
quartet. 

Attending a Harmony Explosion 
Camp with Close Quarters under 
the sponsorship of the  Minneapolis 
Chapter  was one of the main rea-
sons Alex decided to become a 
Commodore and make the trip to 
Denver with us. Many eyes will be 
on his smiling face when we take 
the contest stage. 

Dillon Berg was born in St. Paul 
and graduated 
from Lakeville 
High School. It 
was there that he 
was introduced to 
barbershopping by 
our own Paul 
Wigley under 
whose aegis Dil-
lon and three 
c l a s s m a t e s 

formed the quartet, Close Quarters. 
He is the baritone. 

Dillon has gone on to the Univer-
sity of Michigan where he is attend-
ing the Ross School of Business  
majoring in finance. He also is a 
walk-on candidate for the kicker’s 
position on the Wolverines’ football 
team and a member of Sigma Phi 
Epsilon Fraternity.   

Additionally, the quartet remains 
active and competitive although  
regular rehearsals are a  problem. 

Dr. Jim Richards 

Welcome Aboard ! 

Chord Candy #41 
 by Jim Richards, Der Tagmeister 
 
I wish that I could give credit to the unknown arranger who penned this lovely gem of a song from 
long ago.  The song was written in 1889, just before the “Gay 90’s.”   Life was simpler with no 
television, radio, CD’s, DVD’s, cell phones, and the like.  Even movies were considered experi-
mental. The songs were simpler too and easier to sing.  What could be more fun than to go outside 
and play games of imagination with childhood friends.  I’ll bet that Nellie was a cute little curly 
headed tyke that eventually grew up to be a beauty.  This arrangement shows evidence of having 
been written more recently than 1889.  It sings well.  Try it with three friends. 

 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 

Dillon Berg 
Alex Ringeisen Mike Kuenzel 



 

Page 5   CHORD-INATOR                                      JUNE  2007 

Jottings from Joe 
By Joe Houser, The Denver Don  

Good news for steak lovers. Dave 
Speidel just came 
back from Den-
ver and told me 
he  had some 
great meals out 
there. Oscars is 
one in particular 
he recommends 
and it is only a 
block from our 
hotel. .   Mor-

ton’s and Ruth’s Chris are also not 
too far. I will be bringing Denver 
tourist materials to chapter meet-
ings.  You may take them home 
for   perusal  at your leisure. It is 
not too early to start making din-
ner reservations at the popular res-
taurants. Some may ask for a 
credit card number or other ad-
vance.  

There will be a joint reception 
with Midwest Vocal Express at our 
hotel from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. on 
Thursday, July 5. Each chorus will 
sing its contest set to the other. All 
Denver-bound Commodores 
should be able to attend. Check 
the Swipe for updates. 

After requesting our members to 
solicit businesses and organiza-
tions for contributions to the On to 
Denver 20/20 Fund, one of our 
members gave me a company-
check for $150 on condition that 
the donor remain anonymous.      
At the Moose On Monroe where 
the Friday Lunch Bunch That 
Meets On Thursdays gathers each 
week, pull tabs are sold for the  
Italian-American Club.    Most of 
these receipts are allocated to wor-
thy  non-profit organizations in the 
form of grants for special needs.  I 
will be asking for a significant 
grant from Moose On Monroe - 
How can they turn down a fellow 
Italian? The River City Chorus has 
had great success obtaining such 
grants. It never hurts to ask. 

Joe Houser 

Cole from Page 2 

bushes are back to their full green 
foliage, another sign of warm sum-
mer days to come. Ahhh! I’m back 
among the elements. As I return 
from the east bank to the west bank 
via the Stone Arch Bridge, I see the 
Guthrie Theater and think of Sarah 
Wigley doing her small, but impor-
tant part in Major Barbara. As I re-
turn to the condo, I think about 
what a nice city Minneapolis is to 
live in. 

Back at the condo, Honey is already 
at work at the computer. I head for 
the shower and as always I do a few 
vocal exercises and I am reminded 
that I have a vocal lesson with Mary 
Dick today, so I’d better keep my 
voice warmed up. I check my per-
formance face in the mirror and 
check that my kimono is in place. I 
also note that my hair can use a 
touch up and nose and ear hair need 
to be cut. I’ve also considered get-
ting a back wax, but it still makes 
my eyes water, just thinking about 
it.  A few minutes later I am jolted 
to reality by a call from Joe Houser 
and he brings me up to date on his 
Denver tasks. Joe has now gotten 
the rehearsal schedule for Denver 
all settled and we will be using the 
hallowed Vocal Majority’s risers in 
Denver at our hotel on Thursday, 
July 5, 8:30-11:30am and again on 
Friday, July 6, Contest Day, 8:30-
11:30am. So Guy St. Martin won’t 
have to drive our risers out there 
after all—thanks Guy, now you can 
relax.  If there is any luck in those 
risers, maybe it will rub off on the 
Commodores.  

So it’s on to Denver and I’m not 
going to have another chance to say 
to all of you that are making this 
historic trip that I am proud to be a 
New Commodore and you can 
count on me to win my place on the 
risers. I will be ready. I will look 
sharp. I will know my moves. I will 
sing great. I will have fun. I will be 
proud to be a part of the greatest 
barbershop chorus in the world. 

I’d like to ramble on, but I’ll leave 
that   to  Jim   Erickson,   as  I  have  

to update my Hyatt Hotel list and 
get it out before the end of the week 
and then I have to prepare the offi-
cial list of who’s going to the con-
test and make sure we are all legiti-
mate (dues paid). Which reminds 
me, if your dues are due by 
6/30/2007, then get them paid 
ASAP and you can do it on line. 

Another FYI, if you want info about 
the Commodores, use our website 
at www.minneapoliscommodores.org 
and if you want info about the Bar-
bershop Harmony Society go to 
www.barbershop.org and you will 
find a lot of info about membership, 
music, contests, convention stuff 
and a lot more. Try it, you’ll like it. 

 Happy Birthday 
06/10  Bob Duncan 
 06/11  Verlene Ensrud 
 06/12  Dave Davies 
 06/1   Jim Richards 
 06/12  Rod Hall 
 06/13  Patty Scheller 
 06/14  Bryan Langren 
 06/15  Helen Ahlbrecht 
 06/15  Bob Miller 
 06/21  Kevin Huyck 
 06/23  Lynn Chapin 
 06/23  Thomas Squier 
 06/27  Bob Spong 
 06/27  Lloyd Mikkelson 
 06/29  Betty Bearse 
 06/29  Judy Formosa 
 06/30  TIM Buhr 
 07/03  Dick Rogers 
 07/05  Tom Hallin 
 07/08  Russ Pettis 
 07/09  DiAnn Zimmerman 

Happy Anniversary 
 07/07  John E & CatherineLloyd 
 06/12  Bill & Jean Warp 
 06/13  Bob & Helen Ahlbrecht 
 06/14  Gil & Mary Ann Maple 
 06/20  Clem & Dorinne Gronfor 
 06/22  Ken & Rosie Glover 
 06/24  Paul T. & Leslie Dahlen 
 06/25  Merrill & Pearl Miller 
 06/26  John & Char Carlotto 
 06/27  Rich & Dianne Ongna 
 07/05  Carl & Diana Pinard 
 07/05  Carl & Ardelle Bloedel 
 07/07  John  & Catherine Lloyd 
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Introducing…. 
The 20/20 Fund Club  
· This is an opportunity for any member of the Commodores to participate/
contribute in building a fund for grants and special expenses that are not 
otherwise available through general revenue, which will benefit the Cho-
rus.  
· This is a discretionary fund. Contributions and disbursements will re-
main confidential. 
· This fund will be used exclusively for the special needs of individual 
Commodores, whenever it is determined that the chorus would benefit 
from having this special need met.   
· This fund will operate on the Three Musketeer motto of “One for all and 
all for one.” No Commodore left behind. 
· The fund will be managed by a small committee. 
· The committee will be monitored by the Commodores’ Board of Direc-
tors, in order to insure the integrity of the committee and assure that the 
funds are accounted for and used for the purpose for which they are in-
tended.  

Membership in the 20/20 Club is easy!! 
· Just contribute $20. That’s right only $20! 
· Then if you want to strengthen your membership, contribute another $20 
and if it makes you feel good give multiple $20’s. 
· Maybe you would like to contribute $20/month for X number of months. 
· Maybe you would like to I  and contribute $2, $5 or $10 every Tuesday 
until the pledge is met. And if that was easy and painless, perhaps you 
will repeat the pledge. 
· Maybe you are a big giver and want to give a big lift to the fund by mak-
ing a tenfold contribution of $200.  
· Act now, before it’s too late!! Contribute just Twenty Bucks! Become a 
member of the 20/20 Club. Why? 
· Because it feels good, that’s why.  

For more information, contact Dan Cole at dancole@scc.net or call 
#612/376-0779. 

We get letters... 
Dear Commodores, 

I really need to let you know how 
wonderful it was to hear you at Be-
thel.  We were all thrilled to listen 
to such beautiful singing. 

There isn't anything to compare 
with men singing.  I have been a 
choir direector for several years.  
When I hear men sing,  there is 
something so great that happens 
that it is hard to put into words.  
You sang so beautifully.   

Thank you so much for the joy you 
gave to us all.  It was such an en-
couragement to see so many "men 
of character" enjoying themselves 
so much.  And thank you for  the 
beautiful heavenly harmony that 
filled that auditorium and our hearts 
and minds.  

Thank you too, for keeping it above 
reproach in the spirit of the theme 
and jokes.  We need to hear more of 
that in this world.   

My question is,  where can a CD of 
your wonderful music be found? 
How I would love a CD with some 
of the familiar hymns that are so 
loved by so many people, sung by 
you wonderful men. 

I still remember with refreshing joy 
the purity of your voices blended 
together and I thanked the Lord for 
you and for creating  voices with 
which to sing. He must love us very 
much. 

Gratefully,     

Pat Bjelland 

Editor’s Note: This letter was re-
ceived by Joe Houser after the an-
nual show.  

Pictured above is Rudy Zarling, LOL Vice-President of Financial Development, receiving a  
$2500 check to Harmony Foundation from Dr. Bob Dykstra representing the Friday Lunch 
Bunch That meets On Thursday (TFLBTMOT). The group is comprised of barbershoppers  
from all of the Twin City area chapters. Over the years this quasi-organization has raised nearly 
$16,000 for Society philanthropic endeavors.           Photo courtesy of Bob Fricke 

Dykstra from Page 3 

tion, have been among the top ten 
choruses eleven times, and have 
earned three top-five medals.  
That’s quite a record.  And every 
Commodore who sang in any or 
all of those contests is wishing the 
current crop of Commodores the 
very best as we tackle the big boys 
in Denver.  It’s great to be back! 
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Georgia Grind–Pomp and 
Circumstanza 
By Jim Erickson, Brainbending 
Baritone 

There are times in your life when 
all the stars seem to align and al-

most undreamed 
of wishes come 
true. Not without 
a bit of work, 
however. Just 
think of all the 
effort that has 
gone into getting 
to Denver this 
summer. And, 
how events out-

side our control handed us the op-
portunity to compete. I secretly 
shout, “Compete, we will!” The bad 
news is that we need to learn more 
and more about singing, breathing, 
choreography, the nuances of our 
contest songs and on and on. 

READ ON. THERE IS GOOD 
NEWS! Secret investing societies 
have been surreptitiously following 
my research on the origin and 
meaning of the term, “Georgia 
Grind.” I have spent more than a 
year researching throughout the 
world for the truth about the 
GGHG. (Georgia Grind Holy Grail) 
You think the DaVinci Code was 
hard to crack? The Georgia Grind 
Code required that I don an Indiana 
Jones hat, shirt, pants and shoes–
picture that if you will!–and traipse 
through tombs, subways, the Am-
sterdam red light district, Belgium 
chocolate stores, and, well, I think 
you get the idea. (c’mon, you 
thankless baritone, Erickson, get to 
the good news) 

Before I get to the good news, I 
must tell you that our esteemed 
president, Curt Brekke , a man of 
much tolerance and hidden intelli-
gence, needed to get the vest sizes 
of the Very Large Quartet so that he 
could order gaudy vests appropriate 
to our annual chorus show with a 
showboat theme. His email to the 
VLQ members asked the simple 
question, “What size vest do you 
want me to order for you?” Every-

one but yours truly responded, “42” 
or “46” or whatever. A simple num-
ber! Now, I would be the last one to 
say that the good Mr. Brekke, presi-
dent notwithstanding, does not have 
enough to do to occupy his days.  
Certainly there must be something 
more worthwhile than counting the 
number of words I used in respond-
ing to his email. But, being of a fas-
tidious nature, Brekke took the time 
not only to count the number of 
words, but then sat down and sent 
me an email telling me how all the 
other “goodie, goodies” submitted 
one number, and that I, a baritone 
and a lawyer to boot, had answered 
with 43 words (and only one num-
ber). The word, “impeachment” 
crosses my mind, but I have to sing 
with him, too, so I will end by say-
ing that the final vest fit almost fine 
and was  three pecan-covered cara-
mel rolls short of being perfect. 
Now, on to the good news. The in-
vesting society I mentioned above, 
in their pristine judgment decided 
that their foundation would endow 
my research with untold thousands 
of dollars subject to one condition. 
That I establish an institution of 
higher learning for music. I agreed. 
The name? I like “Georgia Acade-
mia Grind University.” (GAG U) 
Kind of a Chord-on Blew for musi-
cal skill building. And, so I have 
begun. I made arrangements with 
Hoigaard’s in St. Louis Park for the 
summer to use the display camping 
tents (when the store is not open) as 
my temporary classroom facilities. 
BYOB (bring your own blanket). 
Better yet, I have enlisted some of 
the top musical authorities and oth-
ers to share their knowledge, se-
crets, and techniques. The follow-
ing is just a teaser as to the many 
courses that will be offered, but it 
should give you an idea of how 
good this institution aims to be. (I 
am ignoring the comments many 
have made that I should have been 
institutionalized long ago) I call the 
curriculum, “Courses, Resources, 
and Discourses.” Catchy, huh? Here 
are some of the offerings and the 
names of the scholarly presenters: 

· “How to use your pitch pipe as a 
cheap harmonica.” Dick Plaistad 

· “Trading water bottles to spread 
immunity” (special water tasting 
event included) Sky Blue Waters 
Bottling Representative 

·  “Tuning your pitch pipe to match 
a tenor section that always sings 
flat” Jim Richards 

· “How to properly grasp a pitch 
pipe” Sessions are two hours long. 
(except baritones – ten seconds) 
Jim Richards 

· “Frogger Listening for Dunder-
heads” Dan Smith and R2D2 

· “Pitch pipe holsters–Leather or 
Nylon best?” Jim Richards 

· “Why triangular pitch pipes tend 
to be sharp” Pete Villwock 

· “Woodshedding and what else you 
can learn out behind the barn.” 
Panel discussion 

· “How to use baritones to do away 
with pitch pipes altogether.” Bari-
tones Anonymous Presenter 

· “How to sing lead and the melody 
at the same time” (139 sessions)  
No lead of any qualification has 
been found to teach this course yet, 
but the dwindling search continues. 

· “How to judge, and be ye thee not 
judged” Ed Bearse and the “All 
Rise” Quartet 

· “How to create an award winning 
chorus publication through coer-
cion, bodily injury threats, holding 
family members hostage, and while 
using talentless, rambling colum-
nists” Doc Hardin  

· “How to hold and play a triangle 
in Barbershop Chorus songs.” Carl 
Bloedel (37 sessions, must buy 
your own triangle, but genuine 
leather thong provided) 

· “Loading and transporting risers 
for fun and profit” Bill Kinkel  

· “Ringing chords, ringing phones 
and other ding-a-ling informa-
tion.”Gary Jacobsen  

Go to Erickson, Next Page, Col. 1 

Jim Erickson 
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Happy Valentines Day   
By Pete Jarnberg, Singing Valen-
tines Chairman 

The Minneapolis 
Commodores were 
well represented in 
the  Singing Val-
entines program 
on February 14. 
We had eight and 
a half quartets on 
the road that day. 

Every barbershopper should ex-
perience the joy of Singing Valen-
tines.  The smiles, the tears, the 
gratitude, and the good feelings  
received  cannot be described or  
overstated.     Being there provides 
lasting memories not only for the 
recipients but no less for the sing-
ers.  And when you remember that 
the proceeds from the valentines 
help support our Youth in Har-
mony  programs, the warm feel-
ings are doubly  intensified.  

A total of 220 singing valentines 
were delivered this year, from 
both male and female quartets to 
all corners of the cities and ham-
lets in Hennepin, Ramsey, Wash-
ington, Carver, Scott and Anoka 
counties. The venues were varied: 
businesses, classrooms, churches, 
hospitals, retirement homes, resi-
dences, hotel rooms, emergency 
rooms, restaurants, street corners 
(yeah, with lamp posts).  One 
quartet,  Gold Relics,    spent   sev- 

Pete Jarnberg 

eral hours in the Hennepin Gov-
ernment Center, going around to 
the various judges’ chambers, 
singing valentines. Personally, I 
think they were  there, pleading 
their cases to the judges to get off 
for good behavior (good singing?). 

The quartet names were   fun and 
unique: Gold Relics, Easy Lis-
tenin’, Four Square, Men of Note, 
Love Notes, Music Committee, 
Boundary Waters, Four In Legion 
and Three Good Lookin’ Guys 
(minus the canoe and the shorts). 

It was a privilege to represent the 
Minneapolis Commodores on the 
Sing-4-Me Board. We have al-
ready   recapped 2007 and begun 
the planning for 2008. With all 
said about the experiences, the rest 
is up to you. You have nine 
months or so to organize your own 
quartet  (I can help you get organ-
ized). Also, think about friends 
and others who might      be inter-
ested in sending  singing valen-
tines to their loved ones.       

 This was the  first year that I pur-
chased a singing valentine for my 
bride of 33 years. She thought I 
brought the quartet to the house to 
look at my ongoing construction 
project until I said, “Judi, we have 
a singing valentine for you.” Let 
me tell you; it’s not easy to sing 
while watching the emotions of a 
loved one, but I would do it again 
in a heartbeat. (Hint, men: Take 
time for your loved ones!)   
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Erickson from Page 7 

· “Effectively integrating flying 
squirrels into Barbershop Concerts” 
Leroy Zimmerman 

· “Impruving yore skilz in prou-
freedng Chord-Intanor artikles in 
won easy lissen” Bob Dykstra 

· “How to handle 150 childish, irre-
sponsible, lazy, postpone to the last 
minute, disorganized, not read or 
understand verbal or written in-
structions, men, who think they can 
sing and are God’s gift to one ad-
ministrative woman” Diana Pi-
nard, A-Commodears President 

· “How to get to first bass” Curt 
Brekke 

· “How to get to second bass” Pete 
Jarnberg 

· “How to get to third bass” Vince 
Formosa 

· “How to get to home bass” Pre-
senter’s name withheld by request 
but for $10 cash, I’ll email the 
name. 

· “Hydration–Not just water any-
more” Panel from Malt Beverages 
of America 

· “How to survive missed key 
changes while smiling through your 
teeth (and mask)” Paul Wigley 

· “Pitch pipes I have known and 
loved” Dan Slattery  

· “How to charge your pitch pipe” 
Visa Representative 

More courses will be added in the 
future and a correspondence course 
will be available for the stubborn 
Iowa southern contingent until the 
GAG U branch at the John Deere 
campus facilities is open to you. If 
you wish to support this fine institu-
tion, please send cash anonymously 
to a bank account I will divulge 
when you contact me. Trust me, it 
will be used to promote good. (good 
wine, good women and good song-
probably in that order) 

In the interest of keeping this article 
within the short limitations of the  

 

 

overbearing editor, I will end it 
here. (he has agreed to release my 
wife, Mary, upon receipt of this 
article) Needless to say, if you take 
any of the courses above, you will 
become an ever better singer for 
Denver. And, we aim to leave the 
audience as breathless at the end of 
our performance as we flatlanders 
will be! 

It’s great to be educated Commo-
dores on our way to Denver! 

Jim, the bookworm baritone. 
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 Buzzing the Venues with 
the Gadfly 
By Dale Lynch, the Gadfly 

I lost a sock the other day. With all 
the expectations, 
exciting anticipa-
tion, rehearsals, 
and increasing 
confidence as we 
look forward 
toward Denver, 
well I just didn’t 
need this sudden 
jolt of anxiety.  

Here’s where I am: This sock that’s 
missing is really important; a part 
of my persona as I hook a forefin-
ger in the back belt of my friend, 
Vince Formosa, and hope that he 
leads me through the backstage 
darkness in Denver to my spot on 
the riser. 

See, that sock is part of a pair.  
Black, but not interchangeable with 
all the other black socks in my sock 
drawer.  You know what I mean.  
You have your tux pants pressed 
razor-sharp; shirt, tie, vest, all in 
order; shoes at high shine and feet 
that are in them are wearing black 
socks of exactly the same shade of 
black, elastic not too tight, but firm, 
and the rest of the sock ABSO-
LUTELY UNWRINKLED! 

These socks, I swear, come from a 
special mother.  They were placed 
in my shoes, on my feet, to allow 
me ABSOLUELY no thoughts of 
them.  No, I just joust slightly with 
Vince on one side and Bob on the 
other as we settle in, find our win-
dows, “hang ten” on the riser’s edge 
– and look to Paul. 

That missing sock, like its mate, 
never jams up in my shoe toes, 
never stretches or crinkles latitudi-
nally to form a ridge down the mid-
dle of one’s foot.  All that stuff is 
forgotten, there’s only the job 
ahead.  Watch Paul. Listen and lock 
in.  And sing it, dance it, hit it out 
of here. 

Right now, those plans are all in 
jeopardy. At my house, I’ve looked 
up and down the stairs, the hall-

The Gadfly 

Life With Romana 
Submitted by Jim Jorgensen 

Quite a few years ago I was so sick 
that I missed par-
ticipating in the 
District Chorus 
Contest in Madi-
son, Wisconsin.  
Romana finally 
talked me into go-
ing into the clinic 
to see a Doctor. 

The Doctor exam-
ined me and or-

dered X-rays.  While the X-rays 
were being taken the Doctor said to 
Romana,  "I don' like the looks of 
your husband." "Me neither, Doc, 
said Romana, but he has a steady 
job and the kids seem to like him". 

Years ago one of our sons came up 
to me and said that he had just read 
where in ancient Chinaman didn't 
know his wife until he married her.  
I said, "That happens everywhere, 
son, everywhere". 

The other evening Romana and I 
were getting ready to go for dinner.  
I was ready, and, since I am having 
problems with the makeup that we 
put on for performances, I went and 
watched Roman work on her eye-
brows with eyebrow pencil,  eye 
shadow, eyeliner, mascara, toner, 
blush, and lipstick.  She noticed me 
watching, turned and said, "Does 
this look natural?" 

Romana and I were driving west on 
Hwy 81 from Osseo toward Rogers.  
An earlier discussion had led to an 
argument and neither of us wanted 
to concede our positions.  As we 
passed a barnyard of mules, goats, 
and pigs, I asked Romana sarcasti-
cally, "Relatives of yours?"    

"Yep," she replied, "in-laws."   

Jim Jorgensen 

Bulletin… As we were about 
to go to press, Paul Wigley was 
announced as the Minneapolis 
Chapter’s  2007 Barbershopper of 
the Year. All of the pomp and cere-
mony will be thoroughly  reported 
in the July issue. 

ways, the laundry room, and of 
course, the garments with which the 
sock was laundered. 

The machines.  Ah, the machines; 
the dryer, a straight-forward, simple 
device which is relatively easy to 
crawl inside of, with a bright light 
to help you look around, just to be 
sure.  Man, I wish that sock was 
some other color.  Black, you might 
guess, is not my strong suit except, 
perhaps, in a laboratory clean room, 
usually painted white. 

I’ve saved the most likely place for 
one last look.  The washer, with its 
spinning, washing, rinsing, agitat-
ing devices and multiple places to 
float one unsuspecting sock up – or 
down – and out to the outer shell, or 
into a discharge pipe – or some-
where.  I looked, in my most as-
siduous manner, over EVERY 
INCH of that washer.  OVER AND 
OVER. 

With my hands I examined the agi-
tator, thinking that maybe the very 
process for which that device is 
made, had destroyed the sock, den-
ier by denier or whatever.  Nothing. 

Fast forward a few days.  My 
daughter, my son-in-law, my grand-
daughter Jenny the hockey goalie, 
have purchased a new washer, a 
new dryer.  The sparkling pair sit 
side-by-side along-side the cat’s 
place in the laundry room.  I walk 
in to view the pair.  I think they 
look just great.  The dryer is, after 
all, a straight-forward simple de-
vice.  But the washer.  I step up, a 
strange tingle in my arms, the back 
of my neck.  I quickly open the 
washer door and look in.  And – 
honest – there’s nothing in there. 

Of course not.  What did you think, 
that guy Copperfield is selling laun-
dry equipment at Sears?  My gosh, 
gimme a break.  The sock is gone-
gone-gone.  I bought a new pair; 
they are perfect in size, in fit and in 
their blackness.  A couple more 
rehearsals with our SoComm broth-
ers and it’s on to Denver.  Can’t be 
too soon for me. 

It’s great to be a Commodore! 
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2007 LO’L Mini-Hep 
School 

La Crosse, WI 
June 22-24, 2007 

featuring 
Flipside 

2006 Fifth Place 
International Medalists 
From Portland, Oregon  

Faculty includes Jim DeBusman, 
Bruce Odell, Ron Rank, Dan 

Heike and others. 

There are classes to suit every 
barbershopper as well as coaching 

available  for quartets and 
choruses. 

The registration fee of $109.00 
includes meals, lodging, all classes 

and special events. 

Registration forms are available in 
the latest Pitch Piper or on the 

LO’L website, 

<loldistrict.org/hep/2007/lax/> 

Register now. You don’t want to 
miss a really great time. 

 

Editor’s Note: Years ago Quartet 
Quaffs was a regular Chord-Inator 
feature chronicling the adventures 
of our chapter quartets as they 
journeyed from gig to gig and con-
test to contest. This is the first res-
urrected effort and I hope the start 
of a regular monthly feature. 

The AARPS-a-Chord Quartet has 
been keeping reasonably busy over 
the last several months.   In March, 
we sang at Friendship Village, a 
senior condominium complex.   It’s 
always fun to do these perform-
ances; the audience is very appre-
ciative and it seems we always run 
into people from the past.   Bob and 
I ran into people we had worked 
with at 3M and Honeywell, and we 
also met Bob Reed’s brother.   Bob 
is an old time Commodore and 
Montevideo barbershopper since 
the 50’s. 

On March 23rd, we competed in the 
Division Contest in Stillwater and 
qualified to sing in the District Con-
test in Rochester. 

In April, we sang at an appreciation 
dinner for the Fairview-Southdale 
Hospital Volunteers; again running 
into several friends.   Of course, we 
sang on our annual show on April 
28 and also at the afterglow.   On 
April 29, we sang for a dental sup-
pliers exhibit at the Xcel Energy 
Center.   We thought we should do 
something special for this event, so 
we sang   “I saw you last night and 
got that Gold Filling.” 

In May we sang at the Bloomington 
Comedy Quartet Contest and we 
did a performance at an assisted 
living complex on the 23rd, the day 
of the big storm.   Fortunately, no 
damage was done in the area of this 
complex, and we had no trouble 
driving through the Plymouth area. 

On June 4th, we performed for two  
of Jamye Casperson’s music 
classes.   Jamye is Dave’s wife and  
is   a    teacher   at   a   middle 
school in Lakeville.  

 Aarps-A-Chord is cutting back a 
bit, but, of course,  will remain 
available for chapter performances.   

Dick Plaisted, Tenor  

NEW KIDS ON THE 
BLOCK 

It’s early January, and during a 
break on rehearsal night, four Com-
modores gather to sing a song or 
two to see if there is a potential for 
coming together as a quartet.  The 
baritone comes along for the ride 
with the understanding that he is 
not a quartet candidate.  There are 
encouraging signs of potential if a 
permanent baritone can be found.   
Now finding which of the bountiful 
baritones that bless the baritone 
section will blend and bind with the 
new group is no small task.  Rolling 
the dice is ruled out and good looks, 
bound up with baritone brains, is in; 
all baritones sing in tune and in 
pitch, don’t they?  So the invitation 
goes forth, and the beaming bari-
tone candidate bounces into a 
breath-taking audition session and a 
quartet is born.    

After the first rehearsal we decide 
it’s appropriate to pick a name.  
Everyone agrees to come to the 
next rehearsal with a list of names.  
In a refreshing example of har-
mony, no conflict surfaces as we 
agree on the name Four Seasons.   
Barbershop headquarters confirms 
the name is available, and the regis-
tration is sent in.  It is then con-
firmed that on February 1, 2007 the 
Four Seasons is an officially regis-
tered society quartet with Tom 
Dahlen on bass, Rich Ongna on 
baritone, Dan Smith on lead and 
Rollie Neve on tenor. 

With all that excitement we were 
ready to go, but with the heavy re-
hearsal schedule   for the annual 
show there was no time for quartet 
rehearsals.  Now with the show be-
hind us, working up a repertoire is 
in progress.  We love doing gospel 

songs in the barbershop style and 
will make them a large portion of 
our repertoire.   So if you hear the 
strains of Gloryland Way or Some-
thing Beautiful   wafting around 
the building, you’ll know that Four 
Seasons is near by.  We need as 
much rehearsal time as possible 
because we’re going to wow our 
first audience at Oak Grove Pres-
byterian Church in Bloomington 
on June 19.  Have no fear.  That is 
a Tuesday, but we sing in the after-
noon, so there is no conflict with 
our regular Commodore chapter 
meeting.  Even new quartets can’t 
take any liberties. 

Rollie Neve, Tenor 
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There Goes the Showboat 
By Carl Pinard, 2007 Show Chair-
man 
Our cruise down the Mississippi 

was very successful.  
The intent was to 
have a high-energy, 
fast-paced, barber-
shop show with vari-
ety, humor, intrigue, 
power, and fun.  
From what we are 

hearing it appears that 
we accomplished, and 

in many cases, exceeded our goals.  
We still hear about the show  and 
sometimes in the least expected 
places.  

It was a great show. It was fun to 
do. It was fun to plan.  There were a 
few extra things in the show this 
year: calliope music, steam whis-
tles, recorded announcements, tele-
phone bells, usher badges, gang-
planks, a canoe, and bunting just to 
name a few.  

There were also several people who 
spent over 14 months developing 
this show.  We had one tremendous 
committee:Gary Jacobson, Dan & 
Carol Smith, Pete Jarnberg, Bob 
Dykstra, and Carl & Diana Pi-
nard. This, the basic show commit-
tee, developed the ideas, the songs, 
the intrigue, and the humor. I can’t 
thank them enough or say enough 
about their talent and effort. 

Our beloved Captain Bob, Bob 
Dykstra, who grew a beard espe-
cially for the show, spent hours and 
hours researching the Mississippi 
river, its characters, its towns, and 
its history. That research paid off in 
one very excellent script.  Thanks, 
Bob. 

Gary Jacobson, what didn’t he do 
for this show? He sang in a quartet, 
wrote the vignette for, and directed 
Meet Me In St. Louis. He was in 
charge of set design and construc-
tion (he got some help from his 
wife, Marilyn, and a couple of 
Commodores) and he guided the 
canoe boys with their parodies and 
actions.  He also taught choreogra-

Carl Pinard 

phy to the chorus and is a section 
leader. Gary is  a real showman and 
he loves barbershop. 

Carol Smith did her usual superb 
job as staging-designer and stage 
manager.  She laid out this show in 
excellent detail.  Much of the main 
plot and many sub-plots evolved 
from Carol’s ideas.  She is very 
good at taking an idea and flushing 
it out.  Thank you, Carol, for your  
hard work. 

In addition to all his good ideas, 
Dan Smith did an excellent job  
getting all of the learning CDs pro-
duced and issued in record time.  
All of the music and CDs were is-
sued eight  months before the show.  
Dan also helped build many of the 
props used this year.  Thanks, Dan, 
for your hard work. 

Pete Jarnberg was responsible for 
the marketing and the marketing 
tools used to promote this show. He 
did a fine job.  We had postcards, 
single flyers, an excellent ticket 
mailer and a very fine show pro-
gram. There were also some radio 
spots and some advertisements.  
Thanks, Pete. 

Diana Pinard again did a superb job 
in handling ticket sales.  She took 
this year’s added requirements in 
stride and made a difficult job look 
easy.  Thank you, Diana. 

Throughout the development proc-
ess several others temporarily 
joined the committee. They were 
Dan True, Dan Cole, and Lloyd 
Collings.  

Dan & Sheila Cole were on top of 
their game making Louis and 
Flossie come alive.  

Joe Houser was quite involved 
with the show.  Consider the  Dixie-
dores, program ads, hotel rooms, 
and Mason City coordination.    

Thanks to Tom Dahlin for his work 
on the program ads and the pro-
gram. 

We must not forget our   directors 
who have brought this chorus so 
far; Paul Wigley for his knowl-

edge, guidance and enthusiasm, 
Dave Speidel for his drive and de-
sire and his work on South Rampart 
Street, and Gary Jacobson for his 
consistent efforts on choreography 
and faces and his great interpreta-
tion of Meet Me In St.Louis. 

Others deserve to be recognized: 

Larry Lundby  and Jim Richards 
– CD production 

Bill TeVogt and Larry Nelson – 
set and prop building 

Russ Born, John Bergseth, & Jeff 
Vander Plaats – stage hands 

Thanks, also, to the Dixiedores for 
their support and extra duties this 
year.   

Lance Johnson did a superb job 
with Ol’ Man River and Wes Hat-
lestad was a great (but tired) Slip-
pery Sam. 

A great afterglow was handled very 
well by Travis Wuttke   

 To our Mason City brethren, we 
can’t thank you enough.The second 
half of the show was  powerful and 
left the audience in awe.  What an 
experience to perform with 140 
great singers. This show would not 
have been as successful without the 
appearances of  the quartets: Aarps 
–a-Chord, Chord Poppers, Easy 
Listenin’, Special Edition, Three 
Good Looking Men,  Sounds of Re-
nown (VLQ),  Salty Dogs, Dimin-
ished 4th, and our guest quartet,  
State Line Grocery.    

No, I have not forgotten the Com-
modores. Thank you so much for 
your efforts.  The committee sin-
cerely hopes that you had a great 
time.  If you brought bars and 
snacks, thank you.  If you stuffed 
programs, thank you.  If you helped 
sell quartet CDs, thank you.  If you 
sold tickets, thank you.  If you sold 
a lot of tickets, a big thank-you.  If 
you learned your music and moves, 
a bigger thank-you.  And if you will 
thank your section leader, he will 
give you a bigger thank-you yet. 

We had a great show and a great 
time.  Thank you all. 



LOOKING AHEAD 
Chapter Level     

 

· June 9, 2007, Joint Rehearsal,   
       Faribault  

· June 23, 2007, Joint Rehearsal,  
       Lakeville 

·  July 17, 2007, Como Park  sing-out 

·  July 19, 2007, Waconia sing-out 

· April 5, 2008, Annual  show 
                    District Level 

· Oct. 26-7, 2007, LO’L District Con-
vention and contests, Rochester   

· June 22-24, 2007, Mini-Hep School, 
La Crosse, Wisconsin 

  
International Level 

· July 2-9, 2007, International Conven-
tion, Denver, Colorado 

 
  

  
  
  
  
 

Barbershopper Of The Year 

Paul Wigley 

 Support Your Chapter Bulletin!  

 
  

 
 

 

DATED MATERIAL 
PLEASE EXPEDITE 

To: 

CHORD-INATOR 
MINNEAPOLIS COMMODORES 
Minneapolis Chapter of SPEBSQSA 

Dr.Hardin Olson, Bulletin Editor  
306 13th. Ave. N. 
Hopkins, MN 55343 
 
 
MEETING EVERY TUES –7:30 PM 
House of Prayer Lutheran Church 
7625 Chicago Avenue South 
Richfield, MN 55423 
 
GUESTS ALWAYS  WELCOME 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

            Chapter Quartets 
AARPS-A-CHORD……………………03/01/06 
 Gary Jacobson……………….…...651/330-4525 
EASY LISTENIN'………………….….10/01/03 
 Dan Slattery………………….…. 763/755-2926 
FRIENDS………………………..(mixed  group) 
 Doug Miller…………………….…….952-8265 
GOOD NEWS!……………………..….04/30/03 
 Rod Johnson………………..…....507/645-5750 
HAPPINESS EMPORIUM…………...1975 IQC 
 Rod Johnson………………..…....507/645-5750 
METROCHORDS……………………..03/01/06 
 Dan Cole…………………… ..….612/376-0779 
SALTY DOGS………  ……………….08/31/03 
 Bob Dykstra……………..……….651/633-6951 
7TH HEAVEN……..…….……..(mixed quartet) 
 Jim Foy………….……………….763/571-0829 
SPECIAL ALLIANCE………………...03/31/03 
 Doug Miller……………………...952/447-8265 

The Iowa Contingent 
BUFFALO CHIPS 
  Gene Gallogly……………….…..641/423-0590 
DIMINISHED 4th 
  Marc Murray…………………….641/424-9053 
JOURNEYMEN 
  Jerry Hammes………………...…712/336-2935 
SQUARE ONE 
  Mark Narveson………………….641/749-2457 

 
 
 

            Commodores and others * 
contributing to this issue: 

 
Curt Brekke 
 Dan Cole 

Bob Dykstra  
 Jim Erickson 
Joe Houser 

Pete Jarnberg 
 Jim Jorgensen 
  Dale Lynch 

  Hardin Olson 
Dick Plaisted  
  Jim Richards 
Dan Slattery 
Dave Speidel 
Paul Wigley 
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