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When I became the President of the Commodores I 
must admit I had mixed feelings. I 
believe there is no free lunch so it was 
my turn to serve. On the other hand 
I'm not the greatest manager in the 
world and I have enough difficulty 
keeping myself out of trouble on my 
own. So the idea of stepping out in 
front of  a hundred- 
plus members was a 

little unsettling. What I learned is 
that there are a large number of 
fellow Commodores who are 
there not only to help but in 
many cases to lead the way. 
So the short reflection on 
the last year is "I really 
enjoyed it". 

Things just seem to get 
done. The risers are set up 
and taken down, the 
coffee pot is always there, 
tickets get sold, Swipes get 
written, sectionals happen, 
music gets sorted, etc. You get 
the picture. We all know these 
things don't just happen. It takes a 
lot of consistent effort to make them 
happen. To that end I would like to 
thank the following members once more for everything 
that they do. I'll call them the All-Terry Team. They 
step in week after week. In fact some have stepped  up 
year after year [and decade after decade]. These 
Commodores do it with no whining and a whole lot of 
smiles.  

Here they are:  

Loren Berthilson, John Carlotto, , Dan Cole, Paul 
Dahlen, Tom Dahlen, Steve Daniel, Bob Dykstra, 
Vince Formosa, Joe Houser, Gary Jacobson, Pete 
Jarnberg, Lance Johnson, Bill Kinkel, Dale Lynch, 
Hardin Olson, Carl Pinard, Dick Plaisted, Jim 
Richards, Dick Reimenschneider, Mark Sathe, Dan 
Slattery, Dan Smith, Dave Speidel, Bill TeVogt, Dan 

True, Dan Williams, and Loren 
Wuttke. 

These folks make the Commodores 
the chorus that many others 

would love to emulate. My 
thanks again to  every one of 
you  for your hard work and 
great attitude. 

I can't forget to say thank 
you one more time to 
Diana Pinard. Diana, we 
Commodores are blessed 
to have you among our 

numbers. You have my 
gratitude for all you have 

done, and continue to do, for 
the chorus. 

I wish Curt Brekke , as the incoming 
President, the best, and I'm sure he to 
will come to appreciate the "can do" 

attitude of the Minneapolis Commodores. 

So as I slip into a lower-profile slot I say thank you all 
for all your help and support and "Thanks for the 
memories". 

As always, have fun, sing well, and be safe. 

President Terry’s Farewell Address 
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Terry McClellan 
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Minneapolis,  Minn. Chapter 
Land O’Lakes  District, SPEBSQSA 
Meetings every Tuesday,  7:30  p.m. 

Jewish Community Center  
4330 South Cedar Lake Road 

St. Louis Park, Minn. 
 
              Chapter Officers 
President……………..Curt Brekke 952-474-4380 
Immed. Past-Pres..Terry McClellan 763-780-3484 
Marketing/PR  V P...Peter Jarnberg 651/765-9580 
 V P Music & Perform...Carl Pinard 612-927-9363 
V P Chapter Devel .….Dan Slattery 763-755-2926 
Program V P …..………..Dan Cole 612-376-0779 
Secretary……….…....Steve Daniel 612-927-0510 
Treasurer …………...John Carlotto 952-925-0886 
 
                     Board Members 
 Vince Formosa…………………….763-416-7729 
 Ken Glover…….…………………..763-441-1292 
 Joe Houser………………………...612-308-4486 
 Dick Plaisted…...…………………763-574-9319 
 Bill TeVogt …..…….……………..763-533-3417 
 Loren Wuttke……………………...952-934-1380 
 
                     Appointed Staff 
Chorus Director ……………………..Paul Wigley 
Assistant Chorus Director…….…..Gary Jacobson 
Assistant Chorus Director ……   …...Doug Miller 
Assistant  Chorus Director…...…......Dave Speidel 
Tenor Section Leader ……………Dan Krekelberg 
                                   Assistant-Jeff  Vander Plaats 
Lead Section Leaders ……..……...Gary Jacobson 
                          Assistant-Tom Griffiths 
Bari Section Leaders ……………….Dave Speidel 
                                          Assistant-Pete Villwock    
Bass Section Leaders………………..Jim Richards 
                                       Assistant-Dave Casperson 
2007 Show Chairman……...…….…...Carl Pinard 
A-Commodears President ………..…Diana Pinard 
Annual Show Contracts…………....Loren Wuttke 
Assistant Haberdasher………...……Dan Williams 
BOTY Party Chairman…          …Dan Krekelberg 
Chord-Inator Staff  

Editor ……………….…..……Dr. Hardin Olson 
Chief  Columnist………… ………..Dale Lynch 
Columnist………………….……..Jim Erickson 
Graphic Artist……………………..Glenn Retter 

Heart Fund …………...……………..Dan Slattery 
Historian ……………………..…Dr. Bob Dykstra 
Learning Tapes and CDs...…………….Dan Smith 
Librarian …………………………. . Carl Pearson 
Marketing …………………...………..Joe Houser 
Name Tags …………………………Dick Plaisted 
Pay-As-You-Sing ………………...…..Bill Kinkel 
Performance Mgr. …………….…...….Bill Kinkel 
Polecat Chairman…………….….Dave Casperson 
Presentation Chairman   ………………..Dan True 
Public Relations ………………….…..Mark Sathe 
Quartet  Promotion …………...…Dave Casperson  
Roster ……………….……….…Dr. Jim Richards 
Service Chairman …………...……….Jack Beaver 
Sergeant at Arms ………...…… .Loren Berthilson 
Sunshine ………………… …………..Bill Ashley 
Swipe Editor ………………………....Bill TeVogt 
Uniforms (Dress)……..……......Brooks Bergerson 
Uniforms (Casual) ……………..……..Joe Houser 
 
                Bulletin Editor 
Dr. Hardin Olson 
306 13th . Ave. N. 
Hopkins, MN  55343 
E – mail:  <olson118@umn.edu> 
(952) 930-9443 
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Curt Comments 
By Curt Brekke, President 

It isn’t often that an opportunity 
like this comes 
along.  I am 
referring to my 
upcoming term as 
president of our 
chapter. Rarely 
does anyone get 
to  assume this 
position in an 
organization that 

has such fine qualities.  Among 
these are an inspirational central 
activity (the sound),  a highly 
motivated director and artistic 
cadre, a dedicated, willing group of 
committee chairmen and board 
members and, in addition, a 
general membership that shows up 
in large numbers and performs.  
What more could a guy ask for ? 

We are entering a year filled with 
extraordinary activities.  The 
emphasis will be on effective 
communication and setting and 
refining existing administrative 
procedures. My goal is that all 
participants  contribute in a way 
that best suits them and are fully 
aware of what is expected of them. 

Liaisons are already established to 
coordinate our Denver trip and our 
ongoing collaboration with the 
River City Chorus.  The committee 
chairs will be contacted in an effort 
to better define their roles and 
duties.  Other items of concern will 
be brought forward, discussed and 
resolved in an effective way. 

I am personally looking forward to 
this year with great anticipation.  
Please feel free to contact me if 
you wish to express yourself on 
any important topic. 

Again, the key is effective 
communication and a smooth 
administrative process. 

This promises to be a great year for 
the Commodores and I am 
definitely glad to be one. 

  

  

Curt Brekke 

is that roly-poly, droll-witted bass 
singer, who with his gracious wife, 
Delores, has overseen the nut-sales 
program for several years until 
turning over the job this past year 
to Dick Riemenschneider. 

Don has been a dedicated 
Commodore since 1991 who 
quietly, and without fanfare, goes 
about his business whether it be 
promoting nut sales or helping to 
anchor the bass section. 

He will be taking a leave from the 
chorus  for a while as on January 3 
he underwent a quadruple coronary 
bypass at North Memorial 
Hospital. As of today (Jan. 4) he 
has taken a short walk and 
anticipates discharge on Jan. 6. 

Our prayers are with you, Don!  

Letter to the Editor 
Subject: FYI - Voices Only ... 

... are the 2006 LOL District 
Champs, not 2007. I received your 
bulletin (which I read from front to 
back) and noticed that error. You 
do a marvelous job with this 
publication... Merry Christmas! 

Bob  

Editor’s Note: Bob Fricke and his 
son, Bill, currently edit the Land 
O’Lakes District bulletin, The 
Pitch Piper.  

They have been particularly 
generous in supplying me with 
photos when I have been caught 
with my lens cap on.  

Also, it is pleasing to know that 
someone other than myself and  
Bob Dykstra, my proof-reader, 
reads the Chord-Inator. 
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Randi Rae Friedl. Randi, already a veteran of the 
country-western circuit, wowed the audience with her 
poise, style and vocal talent. She may very well have a  
bright future on the country-western scene. 

Following the program, the guests 
were treated to a sumptuous 
buffet with all the trimmings. A 
grand evening was had by all! 

  

 

 

Anoka High School was the scene, on the evening of 
January 2, of the retirement party of Judge and 
Commodore Ed Bearse who had served on the Anoka 
County District bench for 24years. 

The Commodores had the honor 
of providing some of the 
evening’s entertainment along  
with Ed and his wife and their 
12    year-old     grand-daughter 

10,000 Lakes Division Quartet School 
Saturday, Feb. 3rd, 2007 

St. Andrews Lutheran Church - www.standrewlu.org 
13600 Technology Drive, Eden Prairie, MN  55344 

Coordinator: David Speidel, 952-941-7153 or 612-812-9931 cell 
 

9:15 – 9:30  Registration 
9:30 – 9:40  General Introductions 
9:40 – 10:00  Vocal Warm-ups 
10:05 – 11:00 Coaching Session I 

-Break- 
11:05 – 12:00 Coaching Session II 
12:00 – 1:00  Lunch Break 
1:00 – 1:55  Coaching Session III 

-Break- 
2:00 – 2:55  Coaching Session IV 

-Break- 
3:00 – 3:30  Performance Time 
3:30   Wrap-Up and Head Home 
 
Staff  

· Roger Stanfield, Certified Presentation Judge.  Presentation coach for GNU. 
· Jim Richards, Certified Music Judge, Harmony University Faculty, International Seniors Qtet 

Champ (Grandmas Beaus), Member & Music Team Leader – Minneapolis Commodores. 
· Jim Larsen, Bari of Bandwagon, 2nd place 2006 LO’L District, 3 time district quartet champ; 3 

time international quartet semi-finalist; Former Director - La Crosse Coulee Chordsmen; member 
of GNU. 

· Jim Wirtz,  Music Dir. of Mankato Riverblenders, Music Edu.Degree, Mankato State Univ. 
· David Speidel, Asst. Dir. Minneapolis Commodores, LO’L Director of Music & Performance 

 
Cost: $50.00 per quartet and it includes lunch!  Send Registration by January 21st with checks made out to: 
David Speidel, 11325 Lanewood Circle, Eden Prairie, MN  55344    

Ed Bearse; grand-daughter, Randi Rae Friedl; and wife, 
Betty Rydell, are all smiles at the judge’s retirement party. 

Judge Ed Bearse Retires 

More time to sing and play. 

Betty and Ed reprise their courting 
days in words and music. 

Randi Rae regales with  
I Want To Be a 
Cowboy’s Sweetheart. 
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Chord Candy  by Jim Richards, Tagmeister 
I recently received a letter from Dr. Burt Szabo lauding the Chord-Inator, congratulating the Commodores, and 

thanking the Chord-Inator for the unsolicited plug he received regarding his books of tags.  (Our 
Editor, Hardin Olson, will be pleased with the logo on the notepaper Burt used.)  Burt is a retired 
music educator, prolific arranger, and past member of our Society staff.  He never tires when ex-
ploring the magic of music.  He included in his letter a brand new tag with the challenge to “have 
fun with this.”  It is only four measures long and two of those are just a plane old “garden variety” 
C-major chord.  The first measure is easy as well.  It starts off with a melody line that sounds a 
little like  “Let Me Call You Sweetheart” and you already know that song.  That makes up three-
fourths of the tag!  All you have to deal with is the second measure where the melody line hap-
pens to go above the tenor.  The second measure is also where the “ear twitching” harmonization 
occurs that leads to the final tonic chord.  In measure two the tenor and bari only have three notes 
to sing and each repeats the same note for the whole measure. What could be simpler?   It’s first 

come first served for the tenor, bari and lead who will join me to sing this one.   

 
 
 
 

Dr. Jim Richards 

Welcome Aboard! 
Russ Born becomes the first 
member of  Commodores West. A 
barbershopper since 1969, first with 

the Minnetonka 
Clippers, then 
w i t h  t h e 
C o m m o d o r e s 
and for the last 
11 years with 
the Big Sky 
C h o r u s  i n 
B i l l i n g s , 
Montana, Russ 
has renewed his 

commitment to the Commodores 
with a dual membership. 

 He and his wife, Jeni, will continue 
to live in Montana but Russ hopes 
to qualify to go to Denver with  the 
Commodores. He will sing lead or 
baritone. 

 In addition to his long barbershop 
career, Russ sang throughout high 
school and college; in a mixed 
sextet; in church choirs and 
currently is with the Red Lodge 
(MT) Community Choir. 

Tom Clark and his wife, Beth, live 
in Minnetonka. A native of Illinois, 
he finished his formal education in 

Indiana, first at 
Broad Ripple 
High school and 
then at DePauw 
University. He is 
retired from a 
c a r e e r  i n 
consumer sales 
and marketing. 

Tom played the 
trumpet through school and has 
sung in church choirs. His other 
interests include fishing, reading, 
and woodworking. 

A 20 year friendship with Jim 
Erickson  led to his introduction to 
the Commodores. He also has 
known Tom Hallin for many years 
as well as former Minnetonka 
Clipper  and friend of many 
Commodores, Therm Slack. 

Tom will further enhance the bass 
section. 

Dr. John Stansbury is another ex-
patriot Commodore who has 
returned to the fold after a long 

hiatus. Born in 
K a n s a s ,  h e 
finished high 
s c h o o l  a n d 
c o l l e g e  i n 
Nebraska before 
attending and 
graduating from 
the University of 

Minnesota Medical School. He is a 
practicing dermatologist. 

In high school John played in the 
band and sang in the chorus. More 
recently he appeared as a school 
board member in a community 
theater production of Music Man. 

He plays “a little” golf and “a lot” 
of bridge for non-musical 
diversion. 

It was the beloved Commodore, 
Herb Friesen, who introduced 
John to the Commodores in the 
early 70s. Welcome back, John! 

Russ Born 

Tom Clark 
Dr. John Stansbury 
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“Best“ of the 
Commodores---Someday? 
By Jim Kessler, Concerned  Lead 

 I really like what Hardin Olson has 
been suggesting now for some time. 

That is: rather than 
c o m p l e t e l y 
revamping our 
repertoire each 
year---let’s keep 
five or six of our 
best songs and 
perform them 
from year to year. 
People want to 

hear our best numbers. I know. My 
concert going friends have told me 
this many times. 

When you pay money to see Tony 
Bennett or James Taylor perform, 
for example, you want to hear their 
signature songs. If  all they did was 
new material, and didn’t perform 
their hits, you would want your 
money back. Why should it be any 
different for us? 

I have personal favorites that for me 
are a lot of fun to sing.  It doesn’t 
seem right to take nine months to 
learn a song and then perform it 
once and never sing it again. 

Hardin’s other point is that the more 
we perform a song the better it gets. 
I couldn’t agree more. Personally, I 
am not bothered by repetition. 

Does anybody out there agree with 
us?  We would love to hear from 
you. 

Editors Note: It would seem that 
only Commodores with a history of 
complicated gall-bladder surgery 
share my views about the lack of a 
viable Commodore repertoire. For 
any of you interested in such 
surgery, I can arrange a group 
package deal  at a price you can’t 
refuse.   

Aarps -a-Chord 
Going to Albuquerque 
By Dick Plaisted, Tenor 

Last May, the Aarps-a-Chord 
quartet was 
named LO’L 
District Senior 
Q u a r t e t 
Champion in 
J a n e s v i l l e , 
Wisconsin.  We 
then competed 
in Rochester in 
October hoping 
to qualify for 
the   Seniors’ 

Contest to be held in Albuquerque 
i n  con junc t ion  wi th  the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  M i d w i n t e r 
Convention in late January. 
However we fell short of 
qualifying by one quartet. We were 
sitting on the bubble! (Sound 
familiar?) 

Well, as luck would have it, one of 
the qualifiers decided not to 
compete. So early in December we 
got an invitation from the Society 
to compete in Albuquerque! 
(Sound familiar?) Needless to say, 
we have accepted and will be 
singing 6th out of 26 quartets. 

As Gary says, we are just going to 
have fun, enjoy it, and try not to 
fall off the stage. It will be fun and 
we are really looking forward to it! 

Stay tuned and we’ll let you know 
how we came out. (Hopefully, no 
worse than 26th.) 

Dick Plaisted 

Folksinger/Balladeer/Guitarist 
seeking band mates to form a 
small group or duet for jam 
sess ions  or  open s tage 
performances. My influences are: 
Kingston Trio (Stewart years), 
Everly Brothers, early Beatles, 
Johnny Cash, the Byrds and so 
forth. I have rehearsal space and a 
small recording studio. I can tape 
or make CDs for review. 

Jim Kessler 
763-424-7170 

Jim Kessler 

 Happy Birthday 
 01/06  Connie Ashley 
 01/11  Linda Halvorson 
 01/15  Carl Pearson 
 01/15  Bill Warp 
 01/22  John Ryner* 
 01/22  Loren Berthilson 
 01/23  Candice Hojan 
 01/23  Bill TeVogt 
 01/26  Shirley Retter 
 01/27  Eunice Hamre 
 01/31  Helen Peterka 
 02/04  Ray Ensrud 
 02/04  Ryan Luhrs* 
  02/06  Judy Windey 
 02/08  Glenn Retter 
 02/09  Gene Guenther* 
 02/09  Mary Sams 
 02/09  Dan Tonn 

*Commodores South 

Happy Anniversary 
 02/04  Dan & Sheila Cole (40 yrs) 

P.S. If your special dates are not 
listed above and you would like to 
have them included please submit 
t h e  i n f o r ma t i o n  t o  J i m 
Richards,651/633-5202. 

Harold Ulring Re-ups 
After directing the Commodore 

Chorus from 
1960 to 1969 
and again from 
1974 through 
1977 (the year   
we regained the 
d i s t r i c t 
championship 
after a seven- 
year dry spell) 
Harold took a 

little time off.  He then directed the 
Bloomington Good Times Chorus 
for a time before moving to Florida 
in 1987 where he now is directing 
the Manatee County Chorus. 

I think that Harold will tell you 
that his heart has always been with 
the Commodores and with that in 
mind he has taken a dual 
membership with us. 

So glad you’re back, Harold! 

Harold Ulring 



LOOKING AHEAD 
Chapter Level     

 

· April 28, 2007, Annual Show 
 
                    District Level 
  

· Jan. 13-14, 2007, COTS,  UW Stout, 
Menomonie, WI 

· Feb. 3,  2007, 10,000 Lakes Quartet 
School, St. Andrew’s Lutheran 
Church, Eden Prairie, MN 

 
International Level 

 

· Jan. 21-28, 2007, Midwinter Conven-
tion, Albuquerque, NM 

· July 2-9, 2007, International Con-
vention, Denver, Colorado 

 
  

  
  
  
  
 
 

Barbershopper Of The Year 

Dan Cole 

 Support Your Chapter Bulletin!  

To paraphrase Winston Churchill: 

 Never in the field of literary en-
deavor has so little been supplied 
by so many! 

Please support your bulletin.! 

 
 

 

DATED MATERIAL 
PLEASE EXPEDITE 

To: 

CHORD-INATOR 
MINNEAPOLIS COMMODORES 
Minneapolis Chapter of SPEBSQSA 

Dr.Hardin Olson, Bulletin Editor  
306 13th. Ave. N. 
Hopkins, MN 55343 
 
 
MEETING EVERY TUES –7:30 PM 
Jewish Community Center 
4330 South Cedar Lake Road 
St. Louis Park, Minnesota 
 
GUESTS ALWAYS  WELCOME 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Chapter Quartets 
 
AARPS-A-CHORD……………………03/01/06 
 Gary Jacobson……………….…...651/330-4525 
EASY LISTENIN'………………….….10/01/03 
 Dan Slattery………………….…. 763/755-2926 
FRIENDS………………………..(mixed  group) 
 Doug Miller…………………….…….952-8265 
GOOD NEWS!……………………..….04/30/03 
 Rod Johnson………………..…....507/645-5750 
HAPPINESS EMPORIUM…………...1975 IQC 
 Rod Johnson………………..…....507/645-5750 
METROCHORDS……………………..03/01/06 
 Dan Cole…………………… ..….612/376-0779 
 SALTY DOGS………  ……………….08/31/03 
 Bob Dykstra……………..……….651/633-6951 
7TH HEAVEN……..…….……..(mixed quartet) 
 Jim Foy………….……………….763/571-0829 
SPECIAL ALLIANCE………………...03/31/03 
 Doug Miller……………………...952/447-8265 
 

            Commodores and others * 
contributing to this issue: 

 Curt Brekke  
Bob Fricke* 
 Jim Kessler 

 Terry McClellan  
 Hardin Olson 
 Jim Richards 
Dave Speidel 
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