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“One Point Per Song Per Judge…” 
 

The Doug Miller Maxim strikes with a vengeance! 
The Commodores were flying high in Rochester  last 
Saturday (October 28) particularly after hearing from an 
International staff-member  that we had qualified for 
next year’s International, 
but a funny thing happened 
on the way to Denver. The 
contest judges at the 
Southwest District contest 
didn’t get the message and 
awarded that third place 
chorus an 81.1% score, 
exactly one percentage 
point more than our 80.1%. 

If you do the math you will 
realize that one percent of 
the 1800 possible points 
with a triple panel of 
judges is 18, that is one 
point per song per judge 
(nine judges, two songs 
equals 18). Add one point 
to make 19 and that score 
would have insured the 
Commodores a trip to the 
Rocky Mountain State next summer. As it is we have 
two weeks to await the whims of the 12 wildcard 
qualifiers and the two foreign choruses as to their 
intentions to make the trip to Denver. If any one of them 
decline, the Commodores as first alternate would get the 
nod. Let’s hope! 

But, WHAT A GREAT WEEKEND! For the first time 
since the late 70s,  the Commodores earned an “A” 
score in a chorus contest finishing in third place behind 
the  outstanding Midwest Vocal Express from 

from the Twin City area. By virtue of their next-to-last 
position in the contest, the Commodores were only 
privileged to see the  unique MVE  “Fish” performance. 

With 75 men on stage and 
the most remarkable 
costuming and dynamic 
choreography, MVE still 
sang flawlessly parodies of 
two medleys; A Son of the 
Sea/How Deep is the Ocean 
and Swanee/School Days/
After Dark/Aquarius, 
finishing 31 points (1579)
ahead of GNU’s 1548. That 
left Minneapolis in third 
place with 1442 points. 

Our performance was no 
less  memorable albeit for 
some additional reasons. 
With only two joint 
rehearsals with our Mason 
City (Commodores-South) 
brothers, we attained an 
“A” score and really 

thrilled our audience with our music as well as our size, 
earning a spontaneous, uncontrived standing ovation—
for virtually most of us, the barbershop thrill of a 
lifetime. 

Under Paul Wigley’s leadership, the Commodores-
North made a maximum effort to prepare for this 
contest, but it was the added impetus of the Mason City 
(Commodores-South) contingent that helped us over the 

Please go to Contest, Page 5, Column 1  

Paul Wigley (center) AT THE BALL in the midst of 142 Commodores North 
and South. 
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On Yewer Behalf 
By Dan Cole,   Program VP 

“When I find myself in times of 
trouble Mother 
Mary comes to 
me, speaking 
words of wisdom, 
let it be, let it be.” 
– John Lennon & 
Paul McCartney, 
The Beatles 

“ Y o u  d o n ’ t 
always get what 

you want, you don’t always get 
what you want, but if you try real 
hard, sometimes you get, you get, 
you get what you need.” – Mick 
Jagger, Rolling Stones 

These are two contemporary 
philosophical    messages     that     I 

Go to Cole, Page 10, Col 1 

Terry’s Topics 
By Terry McClellan, President 

By the time this article is read 
Rochester  will  be 
history. I'm not 
sure what my two 
cents is worth but 
here is my take.  

First and foremost 
for me I'm proud 
of what the 
Commodores have 

done. Win, lose, or draw, we have 
really made a statement. We have 
had to work hard to a man. 

The Commodores-South bunch 
s ta r t ed  mon ths  a f te r  t he 
Commodores-North. The gap, if 
any, was closed and they did 
themselves proud. The Minneapolis 
North Commodores have not 
worked any harder in preparing for 
any competition in my ten years 
with the chorus. 

Congratulations to each and every 
member. The two choruses have 
worked hard with the only goal to 
be as good as possible as a 
combined chorus. There were many 
questions when the combined 
chorus "experiment" idea was 
hatched (Thanks, Jayson!). The 
eyes of the whole Land O’Lakes 
district and then some, were on us. 
Everyone should feel proud how 
well it has worked out. My hats off 
to Paul and Jayson for all of their 
hard work. 

The Commodores are a multi-
faceted chorus. Competition is just 
one portion of our mission. Strong 
m e m b e r s h i p ,  e n t e r t a i n i n g 
t h o u s a n d s ,  c o m m u n i t y 
involvement, community support
(nearly $400,000 to the Minnesota 
Medical Foundation), veterans sing-
outs, and supporting music 
education are just parts of what 
make the Minneapolis Commodores 
the most active chorus in 
Minnesota. If we can compete at the  

Go to McClellan, Page 10, Col. 3 

 

 

Minneapolis,  Minn. Chapter 
Land O’Lakes  District, SPEBSQSA 
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St. Louis Park, Minn. 
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                                  Peter Jarnberg 651/765-9580 
Executive V P …… .…Curt Brekke 952-474-4380 
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V P Chapter Devel .….Dan Slattery 763-755-2926 
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Secretary…………....Steve Daniel 612-927-0510 
Treasurer …………...John Carlotto 952-925-0886 
 
                     Board Members 
 Vince Formosa (07)……………….763-416-7729 
 Ken Glover (06)…………………..763-441-1292 
 Joe Houser (06)…………………...612-308-4486 
 Dick Plaisted (06)…………………763-574-9319 
 Bill TeVogt (06)…………………..763-533-3417  
 
                     Appointed Staff 
Chorus Director ……………………..Paul Wigley 
Assistant Chorus Director…….…..Gary Jacobson 
Assistant Chorus Director ……   …...Doug Miller 
Assistant  Chorus Director…...…......Dave Speidel 
Tenor Section Leader ……………Dan Krekelberg 
                                   Assistant-Jeff  Vander Plaats 
Lead Section Leaders ……..……...Gary Jacobson 
                          Assistant-Tom Griffiths 
Bari Section Leaders ……………….Dave Speidel 
                                          Assistant-Pete Villwock    
Bass Section Leaders………………..Jim Richards 
                                       Assistant-Dave Casperson 
2006 Show Chairman ……………..Peter Jarnberg 
2007 Show Chairman…………….…...Carl Pinard 
A-Commodears President ………..…Diana Pinard 
Annual Show Contracts…………....Loren Wuttke 
Assistant Haberdasher………...……Dan Williams 
BOTY Party Host ……….. …....Dr. Hardin Olson 
Chord-Inator Staff  

Editor ……………….…..……Dr. Hardin Olson 
Chief  Columnist………… ………..Dale Lynch 
Columnist………………….……..Jim Erickson 
Graphic Artist……………………..Glenn Retter 

Heart Fund …………...……………..Dan Slattery 
Historian ……………………..…Dr. Bob Dykstra 
Learning Tapes and CDs...…………….Dan Smith 
Librarian …………………………. . Carl Pearson 
Marketing …………………...………..Joe Houser 
Name Tags ………………………….Carl Pearson 
Pay-As-You-Sing ………………...…..Bill Kinkel 
Performance Mgr. …………….…...….Bill Kinkel 
Polecat Chairman…………….….Dave Casperson 
Presentation Chairman   ………………..Dan True 
Public Relations ………………….…..Mark Sathe 
Quartet  Promotion …………...…Dave Casperson  
Roster ……………….……….…Dr. Jim Richards 
Service Chairman …………...……….Jack Beaver 
Sergeant at Arms ………...…… .Loren Berthilson 
Sunshine ………………… …………..Bill Ashley 
Swipe Editor ………………………....Bill TeVogt 
Uniforms (Dress)……..……......Brooks Bergerson 
Uniforms (Casual) ……………..……..Joe Houser 
 
                Bulletin Editor 
Dr. Hardin Olson 
306 13th . Ave. N. 
Hopkins, MN  55343 
E – mail:  <olson118@umn.edu> 
(952) 930-9443 
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is the latest Commodore to earn 
induction into the LO’L District 
Hall of Fame. 

His barbershopping career, 
spanning nearly 50 years, includes 
accomplishments such as winning 
International quartet medals, 
directing medalist choruses on the 
International stage,  faithfully 
serving his chapters, past and 
present, as a singer and a coach, and 
more recently capping his LO’L  
service with a laudatory term as 
Director of Contest and Judging. 

He joins the Hut Four, the Atomic 
Bums, the Happiness Emporium,  
Jim Richards, Bruce Churchill, 
and Gary Jacobson (inducted 
when in Fargo) in the Hall. 

A honor well earned, Doug. Kudos! 
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Georgia Grind–Musician 
Accomplished 
By Jim Erickson, Bounty Hunter 
Baritone 

All right! So I had a little trouble 
coming up with 
the headlines for 
this article. (If 
you need to be 
pointed in the 
right direction, 
see above!) Ah, 
pardon me for 
seeming to be a 
bit caustic. Just 

coming off last weekend’s district 
contest and not cinching an 
invitation to International in Denver 
has had me a bit perplexed, 
disappointed, short-changed and 
wondering if the time spent was 
worth it.  

With the perspective of some time 
to ruminate over all that happened 
and the response of everyone I have 
listened to, let me tell you what I 
have concluded. Come on now, you 
know I’m not going to give you my 
conclusion without a long, winding, 
windy story or two before I do, so 
read on or try to find my conclusion 
cleverly buried somewhere in this 
article. I’m really trying to be 
serious. As Sacha Guitry, a French 
playwright, actor, movie director, 
once said, “You can pretend to be 
serious; you can’t pretend to be 
witty.” I’ll leave it to you as to 
whether I am writing to you under 
false pretenses, or not. And, I’ll 
even leave it to you about my 
having to pretend to be witty. As 
we approach the end of the 
seemingly endless—here I’m 
referring to the barrage of political 
ads—pretensions of being honest 
and serious, your skills in seeing 
through the persiflage should now 
be honed to a butcher’s best knife- 
edge. You should be able to pierce 
my veil with ease! 

Speaking of piercing, a doctor 
friend of mine, Dr. Larry Schut 
[Editor’s Note:An excellent 
neurologist I knew at North 

Memorial], joined several of us on a 
Canadian fishing trip a few years 
ago. We fished for a couple of days 
without much luck, portaged to 
another lake without any better luck 
until it started to get near dusk and 
we had to think about getting back 
across the portage and back to camp 
before losing all the light.  

Of course, we then discovered that 
the fish were hugging the shore. I 
mean “hugging.” They were within 
a couple of feet of it and only when 
we cast practically up into the sand   
did they hit the lures. There was a 
catching frenzy for about 20 
minutes when we all caught several 
nice walleyes, except for my doctor 
friend who was busy trying to hook 
up a variety of baits and in the end, 
caught nothing on any of them. We 
beat it out of there in very little 
light, but were finally satisfied 
fishermen. 

 I had this haunting feeling, though, 
that  Larry was really disappointed 
in not getting any fish, but I didn’t 
mention it until a couple of weeks 
later. Now, this is a man who has 
caught his share of fish and has 
traveled widely in doing so. But, I 
commiserated (I thought) with him 
and said I was sorry he didn’t have 
much luck and the trip probably fell 
well short of what he could have 
had. He turned, looked me in the 
eye with a bit of twinkle, and said, 
“That was the best fishing trip I 
have ever been on.” Hold on! I am 
not going to get to the moral of the 
story just yet.  

And, speaking of fishing trips, Joe, 
my son-in-law, just returned from 
Colorado where he was elk-hunting 
for the first time in his life. He 
hadn’t gotten a mule deer license 

and so was limited to just getting an 
elk. Now, elk-hunter guides are 
particular as to what elk you take 
depending on a number of criteria, 
and whether you get one or not has 
as much to do with having one 
come in range as it does getting the 
right elk in the right range. After a 
week of hunting with my son, 
Chuck, who did get an elk, my son-
in-law returned home with a beard 
and that tired, but relaxed look from 
being in the mountains. When I 
asked how the trip was, he said, 
“We had the greatest time. The 
hunt, the mountains, the air, the 
beauty—“ and on and on. He 
wasn’t just justifying the time and 
expense of the trip, but was fully 
into what a great time it was. “But,” 
I said, “did you get an elk?” “No”, 
he answered, “but I had some pretty 
good chances and did everything I 
needed to do to be successful, but it 
just didn’t happen this trip. But 
what a trip! I can’t wait to go again 
next year.”  

And, when he returned home, his 
two young ones, Anna and Andrew, 
came running to him shouting 
“Daddy, Daddy.” And my daughter 
Sarah, his wife, ran and embraced 
him welcoming him home to a 
neighborhood pumpkin-carving in 
their kitchen. What a way to end a 
successful elk hunting trip. 

But, wait. He didn’t get an elk! My 
doctor friend didn’t get any fish! 
(You know sometimes I feel I am 
getting too obvious in drawing out 
the point of an article. Sort of like 
explaining the punch line of a joke 
to those few who didn’t get it so 
everyone can be in on the humor. 
Bear with me for even if you have 
now projected where I am going 
with this, you will stay for the ride 
so that those others will have it 
explained in enough detail to “get” 
it. I’ll name names if necessary, but 
Peter J. you are not one of them.) 
And, the Commodores didn’t get an 
automatic, no questions asked, 
invitation to International. 

Go to Circumlocution, Pg. 8,Col. 2  

Jim Erickson 
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Board Highlights-Oct. 19 
By Steve Daniel, Secretary 

News from the 
Board 
 
Following are 
highlights of the 
C o m m o d o r e s 
Board meeting 
on October 19: 
· T r e a s u r e r 
John Carlotto 

requested submission by next 
month of anticipated expenses for 
the Commodores’ 2007 budget. 

B

Chord Candy  
 by Dr.  Jim Richards, Tagmeister 
 
The late great Dave Stevens, in his famous keynote address “What Are We Trying To Preserve”, delivered to the 

faculty and student body of Harmony College, spelled out the requirements for a good barbershop 
song.  First of all, the melody line should be one that can be sung by the average barbershop lead 
singer.  This tag is written in the key of C, the melody line is within in a range of a tad over one 
octave, and doesn’t even use any “black notes!”  What could be easier?  Secondly, it ought to use 
a variety of “barbershop 7th “ (dominant 7th type) chords in a sequence that make it easy to get 
back to the starting chord or tonic.  This tag meets that requirement as well.  I challenge every 
Lead to blow a C on his (or someone else’s) pitch pipe and that is your starting note.  The Tenor is 
a 3rd above the Lead, the Bass is a 4th below the Lead, and the Bari gets the 7th between Lead and 
Bass. Now, find three other parts and try this one.  You might just discover how much fun singing 
tags can be.  Enjoy! 

  

 
 
 
 

Dr. Jim Richards 

· Approved membership for 
four new Commodores: John 
Stansbury, Kevin Curran, Tim 
Buhr (Mason City—dual member), 
and Russell Born (Montana—dual 
member). 

· Joe Houser reported that 
Coon Rapids High School may be 
interested in a fund-raising 
Commodores show next year. 

· Pete Jarnberg, our Singing 
Valentines representative for 2007, 
requests help in responding to 
communications about this. 

· 2 0 0 7  a n n u a l  s h o w 
advertising flyers should be 
available at the fall contest. 

· Our advertising mail list will 
be expanded to cover the 7-county 
metro area.  

· 2007 annual show chair Carl 
Pinard would like a couple more 
quartets for the show, which will 
have the theme “Here Comes the 
Showboat.”  A new CD of songs to 
be learned will be available after 
the fall contest. 

· Approved a budget of $600 
for the afterglow at the fall contest. 
· Executive Vice-President Curt 
Brekke will firm up standing 
committee assignments during the 
coming month. 
· Pete Jarnberg reported on a 
satisfactory meeting with the Sabes 
JCC building manager to work out 
agreements related to our rental 
contract. 

Go to Board, Page 10, Col. 2 

Steve Daniel 
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The next “highs” for the 
Commodores occurred Saturday 
night in the  Grand  Ballroom of the  
Mayo Civic Center. There we had a 
sumptuous buffet-dinner with roast 
beef, Chicken Cordon Bleu and all 
the trimmings 

Following dinner and the quartet 
finals the Commodores returned to 
the ballroom for a the “Afterglow 
of all Afterglows”. More great food 
and an entertainment lineup you 
had to see and hear to believe. 

The highlight had to be the 
performance of Diminished 
Fourth, Jayson Ryner’s quartet 
from Mason City. Jason’s alter ego 
was fully exposed and if this quartet 
and Journeymen don’t get gigs on 
our 2007 annual show, we and our 
audiences will really be missing the 
Showboat (pun intended).  

All in all, it was a great weekend 
for the Minneapolis Commodores, 
North and South, and I think we all 
agree that there has been a 
remarkably strong bond forged 
between our two chapters, one that 
will only get stronger (in Denver?) 
as time passes. 

Contest from Page 1 
top. With only a few months to 
master two new arrangements and 
some complex choreography, the 
Mason City music team under the 
tireless leadership of director 
Jayson Ryner and the likes of his 
lieutenants, Phil Hassenstab and 
Paul Krull,  showed us up north 
what dedicated men can do. The 
plain truth is that their efforts made 
both choruses better and if indeed 
our joint run has now come to an 
end, each  chapter will have learned  
what it takes and how it feels to be 
a winner. 

There was also a first-class quartet 
contest in  Rochester on  the    28th. 

Voices Only the young men from 
Greendale and Fox River Valley, 
with a warm highly-polished 
performance, finished 177 points 
ahead of Bandwagon’s  second–

place  spot. Quarter Past Four 
from Fargo-Moorhead was a close 
third. Magnum from Greendale and 
Frank Thorne, second after the 
semi-finals, pushed the envelope a 
bit too far and finished fourth.  

Aarps-a-Chord representing 
Minneapolis and GNU, finished 
13th but gave a most entertaining 
performance to the audience. 

 

Voices Only (left to rt.) Baritone Josh 
Umhoefer, Bass Jacob Umhoefer, Lead James 
Estes, and Tenor Richard  Spencer. 

Slattery’s Slant 
By Dan Slattery, Chap. Dev.VP 
Gentleman, we have met a great 

chal lenge in 
Rochester. There 
we proved to 
ourselves that we 
can do whatever 
we want to do if 
we work at it. We 
all know we have 
the  grea test 

director with us, 
and we have the 

best personnel standing on the 
risers.  
 Many of our newer members  can’t 
really know how   it felt to some of 
the old guys, to once again perform 
so well that the audience  jumped to 
their feet with excitement as they 
did with our performance last 
Saturday [October 28th]. I say this 
b e c a u s e  y e a r s  a g o ,  t h e 
Commodores experienced  this 
quite often. To have it happen again 
is a great reward, and has  renewed 
the desire of many of us to go on to 
bigger and better things. 
So, let’s go, let’s get behind the 
efforts of the best director around, 
and push forward to that next level. 
This brings me to another point. 
Barbershop. The Minneapolis 
Commodores. These two things, 
especially Barbershop in general, 
seem to be a big secret. Why? Well, 
sometimes I think we are afraid to 
tell others that we are singers. You 
know, having the ability to sing is a 
God-given talent that many don’t 
have. Therefore we should be 
telling the world about what we do.  
Let’s be proud of our hobby. Spread 
the word about it.   Bring friends, 
and maybe those who aren’t our 
best friends, down to see what we 
do, and how much fun we are 
having. Maybe you will find a new 
friend. Gentleman we never have 
too many members, and for sure we 
can always use more good singers.  
Spread  the  word,  bring  a guest. 
It’s not too late for them to be  
Go to Slattery, Page 10, Col. 2 

Bandwagon from GNU: Tenor Keith Olson, 
Lead Sam Sather, Bass Jim Barloon, and 
Baritone James Larson 

Paul Krull, Assistant Director of the River 
City Chorus (Commodores-South) tackles the 
buffet line. [I thought eating for two was a 
woman’s job.] 

Aarps-a-Chord (left to rt.): Tenor Dick 
Plaisted, Bass Lance Johnson, Lead Gary 
Jacobson, and Baritone Bob Griffith. 

Dan Slattery 
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Paul Wigley presents...THE COMMODORES  

Ten year old tenor, David Bardsley (rt. front), of Hot 
Dog, Pop and Two Small Frys,  captivated  the audience 
again this year. Where will he be in 10 years?  WOW! 

It was wonderful to see Meg Matchinsky and Bob, Jr. again. Bob and his since 
deceased  dad, Bob, Sr. sang with the Commodores during the glory years. 
Young Bob has been afflicted with multiple sclerosis but is currently doing well 
off all medications. Maybe we will see him on a future Tuesday night. 

Here they are, Diminished Fourth, the best thing to come out of Iowa since corn. The edible kind, that is. Left to right: Baritone and Mason City 
Director, the Diminished of the quartet, Jayson Ryner; Bass Kurt Johnson ; Lead Jim Sweers,  and Tenor Marc Murray.  At the drop of a pitch pipe,   
Marc will recite all 12 parts of the railroad scene from Music Man in two minutes or less. (He MUST be a part-time auctioneer.) 


