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Saturday, August 26, 2006, was an unforgettable day 
for me. It was a day filled with great memories, terrific 
music-making, new friendships, and higher and more 
challenging goals. The great memories were provided 
by the opportunity to work with my old friends from 
Mason City. There 
were times it was 
truly like being in 
t h e  m o v i e 
"Groundhog Day" 
where time never 
changes! I looked 
up and saw SO 
many of my old 
(yeah, and we're all 
getting OLDER!) 
friends from south 
of the border- it 
w a s  j u s t  a 
wonderful feeling 
of being together 
again, and also a 
warm reminder of 
how barbershop  
f r i en ds  ne ve r 
change. Music binds us all together- for a very, very 
long time! 

The next great memories were provided by the 
opportunity to be coached by Jim Bagby and Kevin 
Keller- both old friends from the Central States 
District, old friends from judging, and just old friends! 
Jim Bagby was the first coach I ever worked with as a 
quartet man. I still have never forgotten his (and his 
wife's) generosity toward a young quartet (I was the 
oldest at age 25!). He put us up for the weekend at his 

house, worked tirelessly with us all week on 
performance skills, fed us all (and our wives), and then 
had his music team from Kansas City come over to 
give us more feedback. ALL of this cost us NOTHING- 
that is the true spirit of barbershopping! 

Saturday's terrific 
music making was 
provided by all of 
you.  What an 
incredible amount 
of focus, effort, 
concentration, and 
respect you all 
showed for a very 
long rehearsal! For 
me, it was just one 
e x h i l a r a t i n g 
moment  a f ter 
another and you all 
were the reason. 
We all live for 
those little musical 
m o u n t a i n t o p 
moments and I 
don't know about 

you guys, but I certainly had them during that time of 
singing together. 

The new friendships were obvious at the end of the day 
The coaches and directors were talking together 
afterward, and we all truly sensed the difference as the 
day went on. What began as a good, yet a bit 'careful' 
performance,  soon  became  an  atmosphere  of  caring, 

Please go to Wigley, Page 6, Column 1 

When Worlds Collide 
Paul Wigley Reflects 

             Director Paul et al At  the Ball                        Photo by Rich Huyck 
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On Yewer Behalf 
By Dan Cole, Program VP 

I’ve got some good news and some 
bad news. The 
good news is that 
the sweltering 
100 degree heat 
of July seems to 
have passed. And 
you know it’s hot 
when that box of 
choco lates  I 

bought for Honey 
got left a little too 

long in the car and you couldn’t 
tell the maple cream from the 
coconut cluster. The bad news is 
that while my brain did not 
completely melt down, it did get a 
little mushy and that resulted in a 
temporary case of writer’s block.  
Go to Cole, Pg. 6, Col 2  

Terry’s Topics 
By Terry McClellan, President 

By the time you read this article 
we will have 
completed the 
coaching session 
on August 26th. 
We Commodores-
North and South 
will be really 
pumped. We will 
have worked our 

collective fannies off and we will 
feel great. Kevin Keller and Jim 
Bagby will have been better than 
we hoped for and we will have 
learned a ton. Now, that’s the fun 
news. 

The hard part will be to retain what 
we will have learned. We have less 
than two months before competing 
in Rochester at the LO’L District 
Convention. We have worked hard 
and prepared ourselves to be the 
best that we can be. We are 
coming into the last quarter of a 
mile race. Now is the time to take 
it up a click and finish strong. 

Paul has often said that he can’t 
take us anywhere we don’t want to 
go. I agree. That being said, the 
opportunity before each of us is to 
take advantage of this rare chance 
for excellence and not waste it. We 
have a unique, perhaps a once in a 
lifetime opportunity, to do 
something really special. It would 
be a shame not to take full 
advantage of it. 

So as we prepare for Rochester I 
would ask for all Commodores, 
North and South, to remember a 
few things. 

1. Leave your ego at the 
door. Think only of what is good 
for the whole team. 

2. Quietly  focus and 
listen to Paul and our coaches. 

3. T a k e  p e r s o n a l 
responsibility to know your 
choreography and music. 

4. Appreciate the efforts 
of your fellow Commodores. 
Go to McClellan, Pg. 8, Col. 3 

Minneapolis,  Minn. Chapter 
Land O’Lakes  District, SPEBSQSA 

Meetings every Tuesday,  7:30  p.m. 
Jewish Community Center  
4330 South Cedar Lake Road 
St. Louis Park, Minn. 
 
              Chapter Officers 
President ……...…Terry McClellan 763-780-3484 
Immed. Past Pres. & Marketing/PR  V P 
                                  Peter Jarnberg 651/765-9580 
Executive V P …… .…Curt Brekke 952-474-4380 
V P Music & Perform....Carl Pinard 612-927-9363 
V P Chapter Devel .….Dan Slattery 763-755-2926 
Program V P …..………..Dan Cole 612-376-0779 
Secretary…………....Steve Daniel 612-927-0510 
Treasurer …………...John Carlotto 952-925-0886 
 
                     Board Members 
 Vince Formosa (07)……………….763-416-7729 
 Ken Glover (06)…………………..763-441-1292 
 Joe Houser (06)…………………...612-308-4486 
 Dick Plaisted (06)…………………763-574-9319 
 Bill TeVogt (06)…………………..763-533-3417  
 
                     Appointed Staff 
Chorus Director ……………………..Paul Wigley 
Assistant Chorus Director…….…..Gary Jacobson 
Assistant Chorus Director ……   …...Doug Miller 
Assistant  Chorus Director…...…......Dave Speidel 
Tenor Section Leader ……………Dan Krekelberg 
                                   Assistant-Jeff  Vander Plaats 
Lead Section Leaders ……..……...Gary Jacobson 
                          Assistant-Tom Griffiths 
Bari Section Leaders ……………….Dave Speidel 
                                          Assistant-Pete Villwock    
Bass Section Leaders………………..Jim Richards 
                                       Assistant-Dave Casperson 
2006 Show Chairman ……………..Peter Jarnberg 
2007 Show Chairman…………….…...Carl Pinard 
A-Commodears President ………..…Diana Pinard 
Annual Show Contracts…………....Loren Wuttke 
Assistant Haberdasher………...……Dan Williams 
BOTY Party Host ……….. …....Dr. Hardin Olson 
Chord-Inator Staff  

Editor ……………….…..……Dr. Hardin Olson 
Chief  Columnist………… ………..Dale Lynch 
Columnist………………….……..Jim Erickson 
Graphic Artist……………………..Glenn Retter 

Heart Fund …………...……………..Dan Slattery 
Historian ……………………..…Dr. Bob Dykstra 
Learning Tapes and CDs...…………….Dan Smith 
Librarian …………………………. . Carl Pearson 
Marketing …………………...………..Joe Houser 
Name Tags ………………………….Carl Pearson 
Pay-As-You-Sing ………………...…..Bill Kinkel 
Performance Mgr. …………….…...….Bill Kinkel 
Polecat Chairman…………….….Dave Casperson 
Presentation Chairman   ………………..Dan True 
Public Relations ………………….…..Mark Sathe 
Quartet  Promotion …………...…Dave Casperson  
Roster ……………….……….…Dr. Jim Richards 
Service Chairman …………...……….Jack Beaver 
Sergeant at Arms ………...…… .Loren Berthilson 
Sunshine ………………… …………..Bill Ashley 
Swipe Editor ………………………....Bill TeVogt 
Uniforms (Dress)……..……......Brooks Bergerson 
Uniforms (Casual) ……………..……..Joe Houser 
 
                Bulletin Editor 
Dr. Hardin Olson 
306 13th . Ave. N. 
Hopkins, MN  55343 
E – mail:  <olson118@umn.edu> 
(952) 930-9443 

Terry McClellan 
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is one of those Commodores 
competing for the Man-Mile 
Award each Tuesday evening. 
Born and bred in Blue Earth and 
still living there, he commutes to 
chorus by way of his workplace in 
Mankato and then home after 
chapter meetings to Blue Earth, a 
round-trip distance of about  210 
miles. 

Clair does fudge a little bit. After 
work on Tuesdays he car-pools 
with Dan True to chorus, returns 
with and spends the night at the 
True home and then on Wednesday  
goes to work in Mankato and then 
home to wife Cala on Wednesday 
evening. 

How’s that for dedication! (And 
how’s  about a special tip of the 
Commodore hats to Cala!) 
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 Buzzing the Venues with 
… the Gadfly 
By Dale Lynch, the Gadfly 

There are venues to be buzzed 
during July and 
August, I guess, 
but my buzzer 
was on slow 
most of the time, 
due to poor 
f l y i n g 
conditions, high 
t e mp s ,  an d  
general lethargy. 

Nevertheless, I did venture to 
Mason City for rehearsal with the 
SoComm Brothers.  There were 
navigational difficulties – my old 
boss, Joe, was driving the lead 
vehicle – and that almost created 
schedule disaster, but it was a fine 
rehearsal.  In Joe’s defense, one 
can’t ferret out the meanderings of 
Iowa road-builders.  Some days 
there’s no reaching the main street 
of Meredith Wilson. 

Staying closer to home, I attended 
the unique renewal of marital vows 
that marked the 50th wedding 
anniversary of Twin City Show 
Chorus stalwart, Nancy Ellis, and 
her husband, Jim. 

The Ellis nuptials were re-visited 
at St. Albans Episcopal Church in 
Edina and in support of the stars 
were 40+ members of the TCSC 
led by Judy Olson. 

The results were just great!  The 
St. Albans presiding rector told a 
very attentive congregation that the 
ceremony was a “first” for him in 
that the Episcopal liturgy in the 
U.S.  has no specific words for 
renewal of vows, so he planned to 
“wing it” by adjusting to past tense 
the wording of the wedding day.  
He also said he had never had 
ceremonial  support from Sweet 
Adelines (and these were, after all, 
the reigning regional champions.) 

The seasoned stars of the show, 
bride and groom, recreated the 
original perfectly, all the way to 

The Gadfly 

the obligatory kiss.  Jim, perhaps, 
delivered that with more fervor than 
was necessary, but I remember that 
he operated pretty much the same 
way in our youth. 

As for the TCSC, the ladies took 
full advantage of the paneled 
overhead of the St. Albans 
sanctuary.  The overtones just kept 
on coming.  After the three songs 
they delivered from behind us 
during the service, the rector invited 
us to remain.  Everybody stayed and 
Judy brought the group to front, and 
row after row, they assembled in 
their 1950’s shirts, jeans and tennis 
shoes and delivered their full 
summer show.  It was right out of 
the era that reflected the times of 
the Ellis’ “sparking.” 

If you haven’t heard Judy Olson’s 
contralto solos in full flight, you 
should seek out her gigs with the 
Classic Big Band at the K.C. Hall 
(and elsewhere.) 

The chorus also features the very 
excellent Good News quartet: Lead 
Wendy Hamilton; Bari Barb 
Harvey; Bass Bev Swanson; and 
Tenor and general irrepressible 
Sarah Schandle (“Oh, My 
Boyfriend, He ….”) 

When the TCSC program ended, we 
all moved to the St. Albans social 
room for a sumptuous meal, 
prepared by Jim and Nancy’s son, 
James.  It featured perhaps the next 
show stopper of the TCSC, son 
James’ 9-year old daughter, Rowan, 
who belted out, “When I’m 64.”  

I don’t know what Nancy will put 
together oh, say, for the Ellis’ 75th, 
but I hope to cover it for you if you 
can’t wangle an invite. 

It’s great to be a Commodore! 

Editors Note: Jim and Nancy 
were groupies (and chauffeurs) 
of the Par Four and the Hut 
Four while attending Macalaster 
College and thus have close 
bonds with the Spongs, 
Hansens, the Gadfly, et al. 

Slattery’s Slant 
By Dan Slattery, Membership VP 

Here  we  go  aga in ,  t he   
C o m m o d o r e s 
doing something 
out of the 
ordinary. This is 
nothing new, as 
the commodores 
have been doing 
the unexpected 
s i n c e  t h e 
beginning. 

T h e  n e w 
adventure, as you all know, is the 
combining of two choruses for the 
up-coming district contest. The 
Commodores and our brothers 
from Mason City   are secure 
enough and bold enough to be 
willing to try such an idea.   

One question remains to be 
answered. Is each one of us    
willing to put in that extra effort to 
make this work as successful as we 
want it to be? You may or may not 
realize that the whole Society is   
watching to see how we perform.  

Gentleman, you know we have one 
of the best directors in the Society 
leading us. He is working extra 
hard to get us ready for the 
challenge. Paul assumes that each 
one of us is working at or near 
capacity to improve our skills. If 
each of us does his job  we won’t 
let him down! But more 
importantly, we shouldn’t let 
ourselves down. Each member of 
this chorus has worked very hard 
to help this chorus get to the level 
at which we are.  We deserve to 
have some great things happen, but 
only we as individuals can make it 
happen. 

You know, as I know it’s hard 
work, and we all have jobs which 
need tending, but when you have a 
minute, look at your music, look in 
a mirror while singing or even 
humming thru  the songs, look, see 
if your face is changing to fit the  

Go to Slattery, Pg. 8, Col. 3 

Dan Slattery 
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Dr. Jim Richards 

Chord Candy   
 by Dr. Jim Richards 

It is Wednesday, July 26 as I write this column.  It is the week just prior to the Society’s 
Harmony University (formerly Harmony college) and this year we will be back at the campus of 
Missouri Western College in St. Joseph, MO.  Somehow it seem appropriate to share a tag that 
was conceived in a H.C. class taught by Bill Myers, Bass of the Citations and Bass of the 1998 
International Champion quartet, Revival. I think I detect his influence in measure 6 with those 
two “delicious” low E-flats.   The lead has the melody through the first line but turns it over to 
the tenor for the last four measures. This tag passed the “singability test” recently by being sung 
by the Friday Lunch Bunch that meets on Thursdays.  They did a creditable job.  If they  could 
sing it, so can you.  If you have trouble maybe you should consider signing up for Harmony 
University in 2007.  Watch your Harmonizer for details. 

 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
Board Actions-Aug. 17th 

By Steve Daniel, 
Secretary 

· C o n f i r m e d 
October 7th, 7 
pm, for the 
show in Cannon 
Falls (site to be 
determined).  In 
addition to 2006 
show tunes, we 
will sing “Iowa 

Stubborn.”  

·   Christmas shows will be on 
December 2nd at Bloomington 
Jefferson High School.  We will be 
singing three new SATB songs and 

a new barbershop song.  As an aid 
to preparation, “Go Tell It on the 
Mountain” can be downloaded 
from www.bbsmusic.com.  

· Saturday night dinner at the 
fall contest will be $14.95 per 
person.  The Commodores will 
give a special performance that 
evening.  

· Confirmed April 5th as the 
date of the 2008 annual show. 

· Accepted Mark Beaty and 
Brad Nelson as new Commodores.  
Also accepted Jeff Larson and 
Harold Ulring, pending completion 
of applications. 

· The 2007 Ladies Night/
BOTY event will be on June 3rd at 
the same place as this year’s.  
Members of the planning 
committee are Dan Krekelberg, 

Chair; Pete Jarnberg; Kevin 
Huyck; Joe Houser; and Mark 
Sathe. 

· A $200 gift from Char 
Bayer will be donated to the 
Barbershop Harmony Foundation 
“in remembrance of  Dave Bayer.” 

· We will be looking to sell 
several big copper and galvanized 
tubs that were at one time used for 
boiling corn at picnics. 

· Discussed how to better 
prepare songs for rehearsal.  
Suggestions: inform members a 
week in advance of songs to be 
rehearsed; list in Swipe of target 
dates for songs to be off the paper. 

· Signed a new contract with 
the Jewish Community Center.  
Contract is for six months (as 
opposed to the previous one-year). 
The rate has increased by 10.7%. 
 

Steve Daniel 
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Bari-ssentials 
By Paul Krull,  Assistant  Director, 
Mason City (Commodores South) 

Without a song! 

“When things go wrong, you can’t 
go on without a 
song!”  So says 
the tag of 
K e e p s a k e ’ s 
recording of 
Without a Song. 
Barbershop has 
given me some 
of the best highs 
of my life. It’s 
fitting then that 

there are some lows too. 

Saturday morning I’ll be at a 
funeral, surrounded by a good 
chunk of the Mason City guys and 
singing wonderful songs. What a 
p r i v i l e g e — a n  h o n o r — a n 
obligation. Most of us have been 
there for one last chance to honor a 
friend with music. 

You know the drill. Word reaches 
the chapter of a death, the chapter 
president accepts the responsibility 
to sing, a flurry of phone calls and 
e mails ensure that the parts are 
covered and someone will assume 
the director responsibilities. If the 
timing’s right we may even work 
the songs at practice. Sketchy 
details are filled in and eventually 
most of us know when and where 
to arrive. 

Now it’s 45 minutes prior to the 
service and in one of the church’s 
basement rooms we’re gathered 
trying to figure out who’s singing 
which part and just how all the 
songs go. We’re trying for some 
level of quality singing, but we 
know that good or bad, what 
counts is our presence. Stories are 
shared, jokes are told, memories 
are treasured. Finally a somber 
funeral director knocks and directs 
us to our seats where we wait for 
our chance to bless the tag of this 
particular life. 

Most of you Commodores won’t  

 
 
 

Paul Krull 

get the chance to meet Jack 
Wilcox—that’s a real loss for you. 
Jack was the guy who often got 
stuff done in the background, He 
was the show tech guy, the ever-
present  MC for road shows, the 
PR guy, and he could talk your leg 
off on any number of mentally 
challenging subjects. I’m gonna 
miss him, but next Monday when 
we tune a chord and you see me 
smile, understand that I’m listening 
to see if the overtone’s vowel 
target has just a hint of an angel 
with a Boston accent. 

Mark Beaty and his wife, Cindy, 
live in Burnsville. They have two 
daughters, Lori and Delanie. He 
was born in Pampa , Texas, going 

on to earn a 
degree at West 
Texas State. 

 Currently Mark 
is Vice-President 
and Genera l 
M a n a g e r  o f 
Rainbow Foods 
h e r e  i n 

Minneapolis. 

In high school Mark sang in the 
choir and played in the band. He 
also had parts in the productions of 
The King and I and Grease. Mark 
has been a church choir singer for 
20 years , currently at Hosanna in 
Lakeville. 

Golf, motorcycling and reading 
occupy his remaining leisure time. 

Barbershop-style quartets and 
shows have always intrigued him. 
He has  at tended severa l 
Minneapolis Chapter shows and 
after being brought down to a 
Commodores chapter meeting as a 
guest of Paul Wigley, and finding 
that he liked the group (and its 
director) he has joined us.  

He will be most  welcome to “star” 
in the lead section. 

Brad Nelson was born and raised 
in Sioux Falls, South Dakota. He 
was introduced to barbershopping 
in 1982 at his grandmother’s 

birthday party 
where he heard  
The Mayor’s 
Choice, a Sioux 
Falls Chapter 
quartet. He sang 
after them on the 
program and was 
invited to attend a 
chapter meeting.  
Brad has been an 

avid barbershopper, quartet man 
(singing tenor), Music VP (for 
three different choruses), and 
occasional SP coordinator ever 
since. He also been a church choir 
director.  

A graduate of the Art Institute of 
Minnesota, he has interests in the 
guitar, set design and sound 
systems. He also  likes to travel. 

From 1986 to 1990 Brad served in 
the U. S. Navy  as a corpsman 
assigned to the 2nd Recon Marines   
in Panama during the Noriega  
affair and then in Desert Storm 
where he was decorated with a 
Bronze Star for valor and a Purple 
Heart. 

Welcome to your new post, Brad , 
and thank you for your service. 

WELCOME ABOARD! 

Brad Nelson 
Mark Beaty 

LO’L District Fall 
Convention & 

Contests 
Rochester, MN 

Oct. 27– 29, 2006 
 The 

Commodores, 
North and South, 

are coming! 
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Wigley from Page 1 

safety, and release of expression 
that went beyond what any of us 
had hoped. The large group made 
enormous strides toward becoming 
ONE chorus, with ONE goal- 
making the very highest level of 
music that we possibly can! These 
new friendships will NEVER be 
forgotten- we wil l always 
remember the contest in which we 
sang together. 

And the final thought of the day- 
higher and more challenging goals. 
This is the most exciting part! I 
believe that the minute a person 
feels stagnant, or static, that person 
is ready to move on to a different 
activity. With these new challenges 
and higher goals, we all are having 
a "new lease on our barbershop 
lives"! The even better part is that 
this all doesn't end when the 
northern and southern parts of the 
Commodores aren't singing as one 
group. We have now tasted a 
higher level of singing, and we 
know what we all need to do to 
achieve that higher level of 
singing. And NONE of it revolves 
around simply having more 
people- it revolves around the 
commitment level of EACH and 
EVERY ONE of us EVERY time 
we sing a song together. The goals 
are all individual, they all are 
centered on how each of us 
commits to this new level of 
performance. What an exciting 
challenge! 

Great memories, terrific music 
making, new  friendships, and 
higher goals- what a day Thanks to 
each and every one of you for 
giving me so much. And thanks for 
giving each other so much. It is 
truly great to be a Commodore. 

The Movers and Shakers: (left to right) Jim Bagby, Jayson Ryner, Kevin Keller, Paul Wigley, 
Gary Jacobson, Jim Richards, and Dave Speidel                           Staff Photo 

             Commodores—North and South                   Photo by Rich Huyck 

Jayson Ryner’s front row 
face. (Multiply that by 140 
and WOW!) 
                                     Huyck 

The new Commodore casual 
shirt (South model from 
Houser Industries) modeled 
by Eldon Krull from Mason 
City.                      Staff Photo 

Some of the boys at the joint session . Is that “aah” or “awe”? 
     Huyck 
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Cannon Falls Sing Out 
By Glenn Aronson, lead and chef 
extraordinaire. 

Folks in Cannon Falls are getting 
excited about the 
u p c o m i n g 
C o m m o d o r e s 
performance on 
Sat., Oct. 7th at 
7:00 pm.  The 
board of directors 
of the Shepherd's 
C e n t e r  i s 
especially pleased 
about the chorus's 

appearance as it will be the annual 
fall fund-raiser for the group. 

Shepherd's Center of the Cannon 
Valley is a non-profit organization 
of seniors serving seniors and the 
community.  It  acts as a 
coordination    point   for  services, 
activities and information aimed at   

 

Char Says Thanks  
The year 1991 was when Dave 
retired. A decision had to be made 
about what to do with his time 
besides serving St. Peter’s 
Lutheran Church and golfing. I 
suggested barbershop singing 
because David loved to sing. Our 
friend Fritz Herring brought him 
down as a guest to a Minneapolis 
Chapter meeting. David came 
home singing away and soon after 
that passed the “vocal test” and 
qualified as a bass. 

He knew that there  wasn’t just 
singing to be done but also other 
work for the chapter. Thus he was 
anxious to be on the board and to 
help get the Commodores back on 
the way to where they are today. 

Dave always looked forward to 
chapter meetings, the contests, the 
annual shows and the “sing-outs”. 

We were so happy when he was 
named Barbershopper Of The Year 
in 2002. He really missed not 
being able to sing longer with his 
fellow Commodores. 

We are so thankful for all the 
friendships we have acquired 
through the years. Now dearest 
Dave is singing as a barbershop 
bass in heaven.  

A thankful A-Commodear, 

Char Bayer 

people 55 and over. 

We will be performing at the 
Cannon Falls Community Center. 
The program will be a typical 
Barbershop show with the 
Commodores doing the first half, 
followed by quartets after the 
intermission. The entire chorus 
will perform again in the finale. 

The show is being well-promoted 
and we are working hard at 
advertising and selling tickets. We 
expect a full house. Folks in 
Cannon Falls love to be 
entertained! I have full confidence 
that we will be performing at a 
"championship level!" 

Following the performance on Oct. 
7, we will go from the Community 
Center to Grandpa's Garage for 
beer and food. I know we will all 
have a great time in Cannon Falls. 

Waconia—July 27th 

Glenn Aronson 

Jim and Dave enjoy a tag lunch with pizza. 

Our gracious  afterglow hosts, Bill and Jean Bofferding , with Brooks Bergerson on the right. 

AARPS-A-Chord shows what senior citizens 
and old bones can do 

Big smiles all around. 

On “deck“ at the Bofferdings. 

 All photos, this section, by the staff. 
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McClellan from Page 2 

5. Sing with confidence 
and style. 

6. Enjoy the moment. 
I look forward to the magical 
moment. 

Until next time, have fun, sing 
well, and be safe… 

Cole from Page 2 

You know when Minnesotans 
have had enough heat, when 
they start talking about fall as 
their  favorite  time  of  the year. 
I  have come to conclude that a 
Minnesotan’s brain is like ice 
cream; it’s too hard and frozen in 
January and too soft and soupy in 
July. It seems to be at its best 
consistency in the spring and fall. 
Therein lays the smartest reason 
why we have our district contest in 
October. In the fall we are back in 
our peak environment and our 
voices are as crisp as a Minnesota 
grown Honey-crisp apple and our 
porridge is just warm enough and 
an evening sweater  feels just right.  

I know some of you might differ 
with me and think that I don’t like 
summer, but you would be wrong. 
Don’t you know that I love the sun 
and having to cover any exposed 
skin with sunscreen so I don’t toast 
myself? I also love the humidity 
that turns me into a wet dishrag 
regardless if I exert myself or not. I 
love the assortment of insects and 
bugs that come along with the heat, 
especially the wasp that stung me 
on the knee in mid July. Next in 
line are mosquitoes and black flies; 
those little rascals just make me 
feel so alive when they are biting 
me in the ankles—why, I could 
just slap myself and dance for joy. 
And I love the surprise of sitting 
down in shorts on leather car seats 
after picking up a few groceries at 
Rainbow on a sunny afternoon in 
July—it’s like the sizzle of a pork 
chop on a Weber grill. Then 
there’s the rush to get the groceries 
home before the potato salad gets 
too warm and you cross your 
fingers that Honey doesn’t get a 
case of food poisoning. Goodness 
knows that the chocolate fiasco 
was hard enough to deal with. 

Now don’t get me wrong—there 
are a lot of things I like about 
summer, but it just seems that fall 
is better for us Minnesotans. It’s 
comfortable and not too extreme. It  

Slattery from Page 3 

words you are saying. Are we really 
putting our heart into the music? If 
each of us would try to do this as 
often as we can, there is no telling 
where we could go with this 
venture.  

I would like to make this trip a great 
success for Paul, and mainly for 
each and everyone of us.  

LET’S ALL GIVE IT A SHOT!! 

You know, it’s REALLY GREAT 
to be a COMMODORE!! 

I SECOND HARDIN’S MOTION! 

Yes. Let’s keep more of our 
“signature songs” in the repertoire. 
Rather than have to learn ten to 
twelve new songs for each annual 
show---I really like Hardin Olson’s 
idea of keeping a core of five or 
six of our best and most popular 
numbers in the repertoire for 
several years.  Having to pound out 
notes on as many new songs as we 
do every year, (and sometimes 
never really perfecting them), is 
not nearly as much fun as singing 
songs that we already enjoy.  

Last week after our Waconia show 
we sang two such “oldie” 
numbers---”Mood Indigo”  and 
“Who’s Sorry Now”. For those of 
us that were there, it was a blast. 
My personal favorite to bring back 
would be the haunting Lloyd 
Webber song; “Memory”. 

Anyone else agree with me and 
Hardin? If so, let’s hear from you. 
It would be fun to know what 
songs you you'd like to bring back 
or keep on a long term basis. 

 Jim Kessler 

 Hey Hardin, 

After hearing the 2006 contest we 
are sure that the Commodores will 
make it to Denver next year 
(especially if you can put over 100 
singers up there)!  Close Quarters 
is already grinding out some new 
tunes again getting ready for 2007.  
We have a few we’re looking at 
doing for next year.  We’el 
probably stick with our ballad "I'm 
Alone Because I Love You", but 
we're taking a look at "What'll I 
Do".  However, we are happy to be 
getting a new uptune to replace 
"Sentimental Gentleman" at 
contest next year.  Probably either 
"I Love to Hear that Old 
Barbershop Style" or perhaps 
"Come Fly With Me”...   

Best of wishes to everyone until 
we see you again, 

Close Quarters 

Dillon, Mike, Alex, Caleb 

Letters to the Editor 

better suits our moods and leaves 
us little to complain about. It gives 
us a time to come together and sing 
and thank the Almighty for this 
special place in the sun. 

IGTBAC    
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The Nuts are coming—all 
hands on deck! 
By Dick Riemenschneider, Nut 
Chairman 

Question: What 
does it take to 
k e e p  t h e 
C o m m o d o r e s 
operating as a 
w e l l - o i l e d 
machine? 

A n s w e r : 
C o m m i t t e d 
members to 

direct and oversee the operation of 
our chapter, a skillful,   talented, 
(and patient) director, and dollars 
to conduct the chapter operations. 
Dollars are needed to assure we 
have a place to meet, to 
c o mp e n s a t e  t h e  d i r e c t o r 
reasonably, to pay for the music 
we perform, and to support  all the 
other activities needed to present 
our music to appreciative 
audiences in a professional way. 

Raising dollars is where every 
member can easily help. A number 
of years ago the Commodores, 
thanks to Bill  and Eunice Hamre, 
began selling nuts as a fundraiser. 
The program has grown through 
the years and last year 3080 
pounds of nuts were sold, which 
contributed $11,000.00 to the 
chorus treasury. That $11,000.00 
represents about 12% of our 
operating budget. 

Commodore members are being 
asked to sell and deliver to their 
friends the finest freshly-roasted 
nuts available. These high quality 
nuts are delivered to our customers 
within 10 days of roasting. The 
average grocery or specialty store 
can rarely match this delivery time 
for freshness.  

Who do I sell to, you ask? You can 
sell to your family and relatives, 
you can talk to your neighbors, ask 
around where you or your spouse 
work, or check your friends at 
church. Other Commodores have 
sold to acquaintances at their bank, 

physicians’ or dentists’ offices, or 
insurance offices, and their orders 
get larger each year because these 
nuts are so good.  

How does the sales program work? 
This issue of the Chordinator 
includes two forms, a Nut Order 
Form and a Salesperson Nut Record 
Form. Make copies of the Nut 
Order Form or get  extras from me.  
Give forms to people who may be 
interested in purchasing and tell 
them about the quality and 
freshness of the nuts and how their 
p u r c h a s e  w i l l  a s s i s t  t h e 
Commodores in their mission. As 
your prospects return their order 
forms, transfer the information to 
the Salesman Nut Record and keep 
the order form so you deliver the 
appropriate nuts to the correct 
customer. When your order is 
complete give the Salesman Nut 
Order form and money collected to 
me.  

You can begin selling immediately 
and be sure to collect the money 
when the order is taken. No nuts are 
stockpiled and only the nuts paid for 
are ordered. Our vendor makes only 
one delivery and we receive an 
extra 2% discount for payment 
within 10 days. Thus it is essential 
to collect the money when making 
the sale. 

There are other ways to assist the 
nut-sales efforts. On about 
November 1st about 175 20-pound 
boxes of nuts will be delivered at 
about noon. Help will be needed on 
that day to bag about 500 pounds of 
nuts for distribution to the volunteer 
baggers. This operation takes about 
three hours with eight helpers. Also, 
two or three couples are needed to 
assist with home bagging and 
delivery to salesman. Talk to me   
for details.  

New this year are almonds, both 
raw and roasted/salted. This should 
be a big seller with all the news 
about the almond’s ability to reduce 
cholesterol. Also, some prices have 
been reduced, so sales should 
increase on these reduced-cost 

items. Last year chorus members 
sold 3080 pounds of nuts. It is not 
unreasonable to set a goal of 3500 
pounds this year.  

Remember, we sell and deliver nuts 
of very high quality and freshness 
and every sale helps the 
Commodores continue as a first- 
class organization. 

Dick 
Riemenschneider 

Happy Birthday  
 09/10       Karin Courteau 
 09/11       Dorinne Gronfor 
 09/11       Eldon L. Krull* 
 09/13       Fred Von Fisher 
 09/14       Jim Jorgensen 
 09/16       Lloyd Collings 
 09/17       Jerry Hammes# 
 09/20       Mike Jordan* 
 09/20       Nathan Pralle* 
 09/23       Gil Maple 
 09/24       Richard Kelly* 
 09/24       Caleb Minnie 
 09/26       Beverly Slattery 
 09/27       Janet Kinkel 
 09/28       Rodney Been* 
 09/30       Joe Houser 
 09/30       Jon Tofte* 
 10/01      Alice Pettis 
 10/02       Robert Becker* 
 10/03       Guy St. Martin 
 10/09       Dick Plaisted 

*Commodores South   

Happy Anniversary 
 09/11   Bill & Sue TeVogt 
 09/12   Russell & Alice Pettis 
 09/12  Tom & Karen Griffiths 
 09/16  Dan & Susan Krekelberg 
 09/21  Jack & Sharon Beaver 
 09/25  Jay & Allison Rasmussen 
 09/26  Darrell J & Helga Egertson 
 09/26  Fritz & Hazel Herring 
 09/30  Loren & Norma Wuttke 
 10/06/  Robert & Lou Dykstra 
 10/07/  Kevin & Janet Huyck 
 10/09/  Jim & Judy Windey 
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LOOKING AHEAD 
Chapter Level    

 

· Sept. 15, Patriots Day, Spring Lake 
Park   

·  Sept. 26, Joint Rehearsal, Details in 
the Swipe 

·  Oct. 3, Music Man Visit, from Inter-
national 

· Oct. 14, Cannon Falls show 

· Nov. 11, Veterans Day, Fridley 

· Dec. 2, Christmas Show, Blooming-
ton Jefferson High School 

 
                    District Level 
 

· Oct’ 27-29, District Fall Convention 
& Contests, Rochester 

 
 
  

  
  
  
  
 
 

Barbershopper Of The Year 

DanCole 

 Support Your Chapter Bulletin!  

Deadline for the October 
issue is October 25th. 

Please be prompt with your 
contributions  

 
 

 

DATED MATERIAL 
PLEASE EXPEDITE 

To: 

CHORD-INATOR 
MINNEAPOLIS COMMODORES 
Minneapolis Chapter of SPEBSQSA 

Dr.Hardin Olson, Bulletin Editor  
306 13th. Ave. N. 
Hopkins, MN 55343 
 
 
MEETING EVERY TUES –7:30 PM 
Jewish Community Center 
4330 South Cedar Lake Road 
St. Louis Park, Minnesota 
 
GUESTS ALWAYS  WELCOME 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Chapter Quartets 
 
AARPS-A-CHORD……………………03/01/06 
 Gary Jacobson……………….…...651/330-4525 
EASY LISTENIN'………………….….10/01/03 
 Dan Slattery………………….…. 763/755-2926 
FRIENDS………………………..(mixed  group) 
 Doug Miller…………………….…….952-8265 
GOOD NEWS!……………………..….04/30/03 
 Rod Johnson………………..…....507/645-5750 
HAPPINESS EMPORIUM…………...1975 IQC 
 Rod Johnson………………..…....507/645-5750 
METROCHORDS……………………..03/01/06 
 Dan Cole…………………… ..….612/376-0779 
 SALTY DOGS………  ……………….08/31/03 
 Bob Dykstra……………..……….651/633-6951 
7TH HEAVEN……..…….……..(mixed quartet) 
 Jim Foy………….……………….763/571-0829 
SPECIAL ALLIANCE………………...03/31/03 
 Doug Miller……………………...952/447-8265 
 

            Commodores and others * 
contributing to this issue: 

Char Bayer* 
Close Quarters  

Dan Cole 
Steve Daniel  
Jim Kessler  
Paul Krull  
Dale Lynch 

 Terry McClellan  
Hardin Olson 
  Jim Richards 

Dick Riemenschneider 
Dan Slattery  
 Paul Wigley 
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