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Shella Snares the 2006 BOTY

The Blues Brothers Crash the Party

(Borrowed from Harmony On-line)

Having just been released from the lllinois State Prisonenthusiastic quartet man, a no-nonsense show chairman,
at Joliet, the Blues brothers, Jake and Elwood, crashe@ diplomatic Christmas Show chairman and always a
the Minneapolis Commodores’ Ladies Night Party at tireless promoter of the Minneapolis Chapter. Of course
the Golden Valley Golf Club on June 4th and attemptedasBruce Churchill would have said, “Dan, your work
to recruit a band similar for the Commodores has

the one they had formg just begun.” To a man,

prior to their incarceratio every chapter member can
in lllinois. They had jus be proud that Dan Cole is
wangled a tentativ one of us. We salute him

contract for a gig aBob’s as a stalwart leader and a
Country Roost provided valued friend.

they could assemble Other Ladies Night

z‘égggl'gn group  for  thig highlights included  the
visit of former past
director Harold Ulring,
currently living in
Bradenton, Florida. His
a8 many friends here were

Hatlestad on guitarMark _ _ _ , ~ pleased to see him looking
k Dan and Sheila Cole are all smiles (with evidena&f more than adequate so well and to have the

Sat_he on trumpet, andic lacrimal production) moments after the announcemenbf Dan’s selection as . .
Plaistedon drums. the Minneapolis Chapter's 2006 Barbershopper Of Tk Year. opportunity to reminisce

about the early days of
é\/linneapolis barbershopping.

The pickup group was
include Jim Richards on

bassDan Smith on pianoff
Jm Windy on sax,Wes|

However, the whole scheme fell apart wiigen Cole,

the sought-after lead singer and backup bassist wa
forced to forego his dreams of fame and fortune with theClose Quarters,the budding collegiate quartet with its
Blues to accept the accolades of the Minneapolisroots in Lakeville (North) High School entertained the
Commodores and the obligations therewith assembly with their usudhi-test enthusiasm. It was
accompanying his selection as the 2006 Minneapolisgreat to see their smiling faces again (as well as thei
Chapter’'sBarbershoppe®f TheYear. most attractive dates) and it is gratifying to know that

In his seven years with our chapter Dan has cut anthey are continuing their barbershop careers.

enormous swath in the Commodore field as a giftedNot to be forgotten was the presentation to a surprised
administrator, an ultra- dedicated chorus member, anPlease go t8OTY,Page 5, Column 3
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Terry’s Topics
By Terry McClellan, President

I'm sure glad | made the choice to
attend the BOTY Dinner this year. |

admit that | made a
mistake for waiting
so long. Live and
learn.

Everyone
attending the
dinner had one

Terry McClellan

great evening. The
room, the food, the
service, the entertainment, and the
fellowship made for a fun time. It is
just wonderful to see everyone
having a terrific evening.

We had guests from all over the
U.S., Bill Shaw, Merrill Miller,
Jim Windey to name a few. We
even had a special visit from
Harold Ulring. There was a lot of
Commodore history and tradition in
that room that evening.

| want to thank all those folks for
making it happenHardin Olson
stepped up as usual. Doc, thank you
for your care and concern for the
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DocC’s
Bag

Let me begin this piece by saying
that the opinions expressed herein
are entirely my own and apparently
not shared by anyone of
consequence in the Minneapolis
Chapter.

For some time | have been
frustrated about our lack of a solid
repertoire. Over the years there
have been so many wonderful
numbers that we barely learn in
time for our annual shows and a
few performances afterwards and
then drop them without really
learning and polishing them.

The same can certainly be said
about our patriotic tunes. Our
Memorial Day/Veterans Day/ 9/11
performances have been less than
stellar. Granted, that is most likely
due to a lack of extra effort on a
personal basis.

Go to Doc’s Bag,Pg.8, Col. 3

chorus. Your finger prints were all
over the evening. From the
greeting, the photos, the MCing, thd
tone for the event was seludy
Olson, we all appreciate your
participation and helping hand in
the Commodores’ activities.

A special thank you toMark

Sathe It was his connections and
his involvement that made the
evening possible. The Golden
Valley Country Club was his idea.
His membership at GVCC and his
salesmanship made it happen.

The entertainment was really great,
The Blues Brothers(akaMark
Sathe andJoe House) were a big
hit. They might have a whole new
career ahead of them. The Big
Band, The Qther] Commodores
got the dance floor full. It sure is
fun to dance to that Glenn Miller
music.

| was stunned when Don Milton

and hid
wonderful  wife,
Eunice, are responsible fpr

he
S,
e
of

introducing the Commodores to t
remarkable world of nut salg
resulting in the swelling of th
chapter coffers to the tune of teng
thousands of dollars.

Long-time illness has kept Bill g
the barbershop sidelines but
dedication and service to t
chapter earned him the BOT
honor in 1998.

Don and Delores Milton. have ng

n
his
he
Y

Y

=)

Go to McClellan, Pg. 10, Col. 3

taken over the nut-sales prograr
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Buzzing the Venues with ~ machine, sets a timer for precisely Slattery’s Slant
... the Gadfly 16 minutes, 40 seconds ... turns on gy pan Slattery, Membership VP
By Dale Lynch, the Gadfly the machine, promises to return, Hello, all you Commodores!

and departs. y

| wondered a little about the . . ere we are
appropriateness The effect of_ the PDT lights is staring our quest
of taking you really §ometh|ng. They'heat up for something
through  this |mme(_j_|a_1tely —and | fee_l |Ik.e th_ere special. However
venue, but it has are a jillion hot needles jabbing into if each one of us
been consuming my face, my ears and my neck. doesn't do  his
my time for My first thought is, it's like sticking part,  everything
some weeks one’s head in an oven. How long—— will be for naught.

. . . an Slattery

now, and will for  has it been? Forty-five seconds? e Gentleman, we

several weeks to Two minutes? What am | going to phave to support our board, as they
come, so as do? How do you measure 16 have challenging work to do. Mind
much for my minutes, 40 seconds? you there is lots to be done, and

peace 0|1|° and as y(IDUf edification, | 0 e's what | did. | took advantage this work can be made easier if we
guess I'll take you along. of the venue for a little rehearsal. | all do our part.

Pun intended — my dermatologist know Gary shows up at 6:30 0N |et's get our registrations in as
has been itching to try “PDT,” that Tuesday nights in case somebody needed. let's participate in all
is, Photo Dynamic Treatment, on needs help. Well, I'm in bad need ayents ’approved by the chapter
this sunshine-induced out-break on of some help right now, and where ggministration. If  there is a
my face. ~Mostly they are pre- is he? But then it isn't Tuesday. performance, let's all be there.
cancerous, and if somebody had putGot to DO SOMETHING NOW! Every performance will make us

mﬁﬂjg’? &etrﬁﬁgr;;(ﬁast?‘:'g;g?é What | did was put my tongue Stronger as we get used to singing
Y P against my upper teeth, make an With all members present. Every
say. NG sound, pull my knees up so that rehearsal is important, as we get
All 1 remember from childhood my feet are flat on the treatment direction and develop new skills to
sunburn is that, when you got table. | begin, and | don’t stopat ~make us a better chorus. You all
burned, they smeared you with the Ball gets star treatment. If | know that we have one of the best
calamine lotion. Ah, how the sins make a mistake, | start over. Then directors in the whole Society
of our youth come back to haunt us. jt's Dream A Little Dream but leading us, and we also have
But increasing longevity - still - 'm  that's too easy. Sunshine of Your €xperts such abr. Jim Richards,
in favor of it, aren’t you? Just Smile Now that's a challenge. NG who probably could write a book
think, someday, like Rudy, | may all the way and for gosh sake, don't On What it takes to make good
pull the proper colored ball from open your mouth. sound. In addition, we have a great
the bag and get to buy beer for . music team with the likes d@dary
everybody at the Legion. But part And suddenly the lights go out, j5¢0psonand Dave Speidelwho
of the bargain is, one just travels N€re’s no heat. The technician is tae  time to come early on
along, singing his song and having Pack. | cléan up; promise to come Tyesgays to help with stage

a dermatologist take care of Pack in 30 days for another bum, yresence and warm-ups. .
recurring zits and again 30 days after that for a _ _
' final treatment. There is an old saying,” You're

The venue | wanted to share with _ only as good as your weakest link”.
you is a treatment room, with table, | had to go out and get a big floppy || | don't want to be that link.
and hovering over it, a hood-like Natto hide from the sunlight. 1look qw apout you?
machine, lined with tubular lights. ~ 9réat. In the hat, I mean.

Remember we are the

There is present, for a time, a very That's some venue. If you go, keep commodores, a chapter which has
competent (and attractive) PDT Your eyes shut, keep your mouth heen around for a very long time,
technician who has rubbed into my shut, remember the *NG” sound 4,4 5 chapter of many FIRSTS
face, ears and neck some solution toand small moves with feet and now we have an opportunity for

enhance the PDT lights when they hands are just as effective in a large 5otherfirst and | hope we all want
are turned on. chorus — or on a treatment table - as;;.

S . something more grandiose.
The technician fits a pair of goggles The Commodore-North group alone

over my eyes, lowers the hooded It's great to be a Commodore! Go toSlattery,Pg. 11, Col. 3

The Gadfly
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YOU ARE INVITED!

The Commodore “Brotherhood”
has been a great part of my life
since 1971. Great friendships have

Page4
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Should you decide to atten
please let me know at hor
(612/869-5349) or on ce
(952/451-5149). We wish
have a cour

d,
he
|
0

been est_abligh d as accurate as
g e posstle 1
and with that | the reception
mind, Connie an This is a NG
| are extending G I F T
invitation to all o wedding. We
you to help u only ask thaf
celebrate ou you bring
marriage at 2:00 food items

PM on July 29, 2006, at the House for our churche’s food shg
of Prayer Lutheran Church at 7625 (VEAP: Volunteer Emergend
Chicago Avenue South in Assistance Program). W
Richfield. The reception will provide assistance to those
follow in the church Fellowship need in the House of Pray
Hall. (This is the same location neighborhood.

where we had the Calderon retreat.) Connie and Bill

Chord Candy
by Dr. Jim Richards, Tagmeister

One of the functions of a tag is to help end a song appropriataiyndethe listener (and

Dr. Jim Richards

singer) with the feeling that the musical trip has been plpgempleted. Sometimes you
come across a tag that starts out with lots of promise butugnfidling short of its goal as a
result of over-arranging. The late Dave Stevens used tmeatthat such work was often like
“trying to put a steeple on an out-house.” This month’s Chord Carfdysgfist such a tag,
originally crafted by an anonymous arranger who ended up with elevesurasa(That is
usually considered a “no-no.”) The temptation to “fix-it” is univer$&e song is “Meet Me
Tonight in Dreamland,” composed and copyrighted in 1910 by Beth Slatesafvivitith music
by Leo Friedman. It is now in the public domain. As with magg the melody starts off in
the Lead part and later shifts to the Tenor. There are & katisfying barbershop seventh
chords and a couple of dandy tenor swipes — all salvaged from the originalhiegg.is Tone to
savor. Tryit. You'll like it.
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A Voice From the Past
By the late Larry Ajer

Quoted from the Larry Ajer
Endowment Fund website :

“Larry Ajer [was] a long-time
Barbershopper and selfless
contributor to our Society. Larry
was devoted to providing quartets
with opportunities to become
better, more effective and
entertaining performers in the art
of barbershop harmony. He was
the force behind such programs as
Top Gun and Standing Ovation, an
advocate of our show package
competition, and a long-time coach
at Harmony College (now called
Harmony University).”

Larry’s submission to the
Harmonet of January 5, 1998, is
reprinted here in its entirety at the
suggestion of Dick Plaisted.

It is interesting to note how often
our comments, as well as our
behaviors, tend to focus on the
individual. That may be a
wonderful method to achieve the
best we can be when playing golf,
surfing the 'net, engaging in
debate, singing a solo, or doing
homework.

The problem is that we need to put
the individualism aside whenever
there is a team process to be
accomplished.Singing in an
ensemble, be it four, forty, or a
hundred and forty is just such a
team process, with group musical
production as the product. The
product will always suffer when
the individual sees his or her skills
and contribution as being more or
less than the desired ensemble
effect.

| have heard the most expert of our
directors and coaches consistently
admonish some members to give
more and others to give less, all in
a desire to find the balance of
production (visual, vocal,

emotional) that creates the right
performing style for the group.

One of the really bright men in our
Society, Bill Biffle, talks of how

Pages

singing a solo is the easiest form of
singing, as it allows the soloist to
be free to express his/her style
without regard to the restrictions
imposed by others. In the
ensemble, Bill explains, we are to
give ourselves over to the group, to
be just as involved as our position
requires and no more. This does
not take a lazy mentality; rather it
takes an aggressive understanding
of the ensemble mechanism, goals,
style, and musicality.

All team activities take the same

approach as a musical ensemble.r
Many great talents have been Iostl
because they could not conform to .
Many limited talents {

the group.
have excelled because they could

find their place in the group and }

contribute in a manner that was
exactly as needed.
world is one where those with
great talent provide leadership
within the group and those with
less skill follow diligently. Kenny
Hatten admonishes us to "lead,
follow, or get out of the way." He
is right. What matters is that we
need to know how our individual
skills fit into this equation and act
on them with absolute commitment
to our place in the process for the
good of the product.

Dave Warkentin recently wrote in
this forum on the range of tools
that are needed to produce a team
effect. He also is right. We need
to study the full range and discover
our individual strengths and
weaknesses, which may then be
improved or applied to the
ensemble.

| guess that there may be a
discussion point in all of this, and

it might be in asking how we, as
individuals, have identified our

role in the ensemble and how we
are implementing it for the good of
the group. For me, certain

limitations have pushed me into a
segment of the barbershop world
where | feel that | can best
contribute. My greatest heroes are
the genuinely talented singers who
go to chorus and work with the rest

The perfect !your calls,_thoughts
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of us. To watch Jeff Oxley and
Jason January work with the Vocal
Majority sections and sing in the
chorus is an absolute inspiration.
It is equally inspirational to see the
member who sells tickets and ads
because that is what he/she does
best. What a wonderful product
we create when we give ourselves
to the ensemble and participate in
its result.

Larry Ajer

FLASH! |

Loren Wuttke is back from thq
Mayo Clinic. He has weathergd
the stem cell transplant atud
although he is still in seriods

condition, his progress has bden
such that he has been able; to
return home. He is so grateful jor
and prayert.

BOTY from Page 1

and nearly overwhelmed President
Terry McClellan, by Don and
Delores Milton, of a check for
$11,000 representing the proceeds
from the 2005 holiday nut sales
campaign. (Way to go, guys!)

Following a wonderful dinner and
the program, the evening closed
with dancing to the strains of the
(Other) Commodores, a 17 piece
dance band in  which our own
Carlton Bauer plays trumpet. Our

thanks go to Carlton for arranging
for the band.

You can't say too much about the
Golden Valley Golf Club venue.
The dining room was spacious and
beautifully appointed with the
large dance floor, a more than
adequate display area, cocktail
tables, an accessible bar area and
perhaps most important other than
the food itself, an attentive,
accommodating and most
courteous wait-staff.

Mark Sathe made this all possible
for us and he assures us that the
Commodores are more than
welcome to return to Golden
Valley next year. Our sincere
thanks to you, Mark.
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Elwood aka Joe Houser

Jake aka Mark Sathe

Everybody smile! Left to right, John Hansen, GinnySathe, Sonya
Larson, the beauteous Sarah Wigley, Mark Sathe, JanOlson, and
The Gadfly Dale Lynch.

2004 BOTY Joe Houser presents the 2006 BOTY award tDan Cole
Harold Ulring, far right, and longtime friends, left to right, Dick while Sheila looks on with demonstrable pride.
Plaisted, Bob and Lou Dykstra.

Delores and Don Milton report on the results
of the remarkably successful 2005 nut sales.

WOW! President Terry McClellen tries to catch
his breath upon accepting the check for the nut
sales proceeds.

December will soon be here! Could Paul Wigley
and Judy Olson be planning the Christmas Show?

Swinging with the Commodores
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Becky, Sarah and Paul Wigley
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What could Jim Richards be doing here with
Close Quarterstenor Mike Kuenzel? Mike's
date, Laura Barsness, looks on with awe. (Or
is it “aah”?)

2005 BOTY Mark Sathe with Ginny

Lights! Camera! Action! Gary
Jacobson sights in while Lance
Johnson looks on.

The other Commaodores

Aarps-a-Chord, 2006 LO’L Senior Quartet Champions

JULY 2006

Happy Birthday

07/10
07/10
07/12
07/14
07/14
07/16
07/17
07/17
07/17
07/19
07/20
07/22
07/24
07/26
07/27
07/27
07/28
07/30
08/01
08/02
08/03
08/04
08/06
08/06
08/07
08/09
08/09

Carlyle Merritt*
Brooks Bergersen
John Hansen
Charleen Bauer
Paul Wigley
Dianne Ongna
Lou DeMars

Fritz Herring
Ginny Sathe

Bill Ashley

Gail Leach

Roger Gesell*
Jay Rasmussen
Elaine Neve

Ken Glover

Larry Nelson
Marsha Shaw
Brenda Duncan
Karen True

Rudy Stenson (91)
Chris Burgess
Paul Dahlen
Hazel Herring
Luther Romo
Connie Miller

Jon R. Christiansen*
Jean Warp

* Commodores South

Happy Anniversary

07/10
07/13
07/15
07/20
07/20
07/20
07/22
07/23
07/30
08/02
08/05
08/05
08/06
08/08
08/08
08/09

John & Arlene Bergseth
William & Marsha Shaw,
Ray & Verlene Ensrud
Brooks & Sandy Bergersen
Vince & Judy Formosa
David & Jamye Casperson
James E. & Mary Erickson
Tom & Bonnie Dahlen

Jim & Patty Scheller
James & Linda Burri

Larry & Kathy Nelson

Dan & Carol Smith

Jim & Romana Jorgensen
Joseph E. & Nora Houser
Fred & Ardis Von Fisher
William & Janet Kinkel

€——— Dick Plaisted, Bob

Griffith,

Gary Jacobson and Lance

Johnson show off their newly-won
hardware fronted by the revered
but rudely abandoned logo so highly
regarded by many of the more
senior Society members.

Sic semper tyrannis!
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FRIENDS: A History

By Harmony Press

Picture four married couples in a
hot tub in Honolulu, Hawaii, in
October of 1987. The eight of
them, all Barbershoppers and
Sweet Adelines, have attended a
Sweet Adelines’ International
Convention and found themselves
afterward in Maui. One of them
says, “We are together so much we
should form a singing group.”
Another had some music in his
brief case and they got together to
try it out. The sound was pretty

Pages

its own bus with its slogan, “Music
of Distinction,” emblazoned on the
side.

The charter (hot tub) members of
the group wereMark and Alana
Conlon, Lance and Janet
Johnson Doug and Connie
Miller and Bill and Marsha
Shaw. Various other couples who
have joined FRIENDS over the
years includeBrooks and Sandy
Bergersen, Duaneand Pat Rygg
Jim andJudy Windey, Dick and
Lorna Treptow, Earl and Peg
Cummings, Dave and Catherine

FRIENDS: Back row, left to right, Brooks and SandyBergersen, Connie and Doug Miller, Linda
and Jim Lee. Front row, left to right, Lance Johrson, Catherine Wall, Janet Johnson, Marilyn

Jacobson, Dave Wall and Gary Jacobson.

good and a singing group was
formed.

This group, called@he Better Half
sang for four years at barbershop
shows and churches in the Twin
Cities area. In 1991, they decided
to expand the group and
FRIENDS was born.

The rest is history. Since that
exciting start, this energetic group
has entertained hundreds of
audiences, ranging from men’s and
women’s barbershop choruses, to
church congregations, to
International Convention

audiences, to the general public,

across the United States and
internationally in Ireland.
FRIENDS has been easily

recognized as the group traveled in

Langord Wall, Gary and
Marilyn Jacobson and Jim and
Linda Lee.

Under the leadership of Doug
Miller, FRIENDS initiated and
produced a Mixed Harmony
Showcaseat the erstwhile
S.P.E.B.S.Q.S.A.International
Convention in July, 1998, in
Atlanta, GA. That tradition has
continued each year since then on
Thursday evenings at the
International Conventions and has
grown to include dozens of other
men’s and women’s mixed groups
from across the country.

The signature “bus” is history, but
FRIENDS continues to delight
audiences with its repertoire of
Broadway hits, barbershop music,

JULY 2006

gospel selections, patriotic songs
and pop tunes. Most recently, in
February, 2006, the group enjoyed
entertaining an audience of 500
“Minnesota Transplants” in

Omaha, Nebraska, at their 25

Anniversary Banquet.

FRIENDS now consists of six
married couples, all members of
the Barbershop Harmony Society
and Sweet Adelines International.
The current members, Bergersens,
Jacobsons, Johnsons, Lees, Millers
and Walls, would enjoy
entertaining you at your chapter
show, church service, concert,
corporate event or party.

Editor's Note: Friends will have
been seen hosting the 2006 Mixed
Harmony Showcase in
Indianapolis, featuring the first
Japanese mixed-voice quartet,
“Kaleidoscope”.

Doc’s Bagfrom Page 2

We all have heard area chapters
perform to perfection what might

be called “signature songs” vyear
after year to the listening pleasure
of their audiences.

With Time After Time] think the
Commodores have such a song
right now. We virtually all like the
number and know that we sing it
quite well to the delight of our
audiences. Wouldn't it be sad to
drop it along the way to make
more time for learning 10 or 12
new songs for some future show.

There are any number of our tunes
from past years that fit the
“signature “ category. It is my
fantasy that we will revive some of
them, polish them and lay them on
enthusiastic audiences.

Recently, one of our more senior
members suggested that some
future show chairman ought to
construct a “Commodores Through
the Years” format, bringing back
oldies from years back. And in
that way ease the learning burden.

| can dream, can’t I?
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On Yewer Behalf BOTY this year. | was at tHeriday
By Dan Cole, Program VP and Lunch Bunch That Meets On
2006 BOTY Thursday and | was trying to

It's summer in Minnesota and that convince Jim Scheller that since we

means we have fifteen hours to sing Were having the event at the Golden o
in the sunshine and find something Valley Country Club (one of Jim's  Board Highlights-June 22

to laugh about hangouts), that he really ought to . get aAygust 1 as the tentative date
every day. Its come and brlng_ Patti, cuz there for a
also OK to store Would be_ dancin’ with Carlton Commodores
your suits and Bauer’s Big Band and afterward we picnic in lieu of
ties and break could sneak away and the GVQ our regular
out your best (Golden Valley Quartet) cou,ld Tuesday
Hawaiian shirts, Woodshed a few tunes. Well, I've rehearsal. Place
just to let the had to apologize to Jim because | to be determined.
Hawaiians Never got a chance to sing a notg _
Dan Core know that its  With him that evening. | understand - Received from

safe to come to that Jerry Larson from the Steve Daniel the _ M USi_C

Minnesota and they won't freeze to Bloomington Chapter and a couple Committee a list

death in June, July or August. Its Of other guys got together, so Jim of 33 songs comprising the

also OK to start complaining about Was not entirely disappointed. Commodores repertoire during the

the heat and humidity. Applying Meanwhile, something happened coming year.

sunscreen igle rigueur if you're  that caught me by surprise and | - Confirmed joint rehearsals with

going to be out in the sunshine and was almost overcome with emotion Mason City chorus members on
headwear is a good idea, if yoado  and left without words to express Aug. 26 at Lakeville High School
has got up and gone. myself, when Mark Sathe and Joe and Sep. 23 (place to be
A lot has been going on with the Houser named me asjewer determined).

Commodores and | sense someBarbershopper Of The Year. I'feel =y 0 cccoq whether to accept
extra buzz in the air besides SO honored to have gotten this g 0o "Aronson's invitation to put
mosquitoes bearing Nile Fever. award and | feel so humble, when | % "ghoy in cannon Falls on Oct.
Maybe it's just summer or maybe 100k at the guys who have earmed ", 4 assigned the matter to the
it's getting out for a sing out in this award before me, who have .4 oiing™ Committee Chair to

Norwood/Young America (rural done so much for the Minneapolis bring back a recommendation.
America) or doing a chapter Commodore Chapter and | don’t

meeting in a different location (St feel like | have done as much. | - Decided to invite Kevin Keller
Andrews) or singing with one ear would like to thank the previous back for coaching in September.

lugaed or aettina a visit from BOTYs for bestowing this honor on . . . .
gorgg of the l\sliasongCity chorus and Mme and | want all the Commodores ¢ F_’a_\ul IS sett_mg E[Jﬁ a general vo!E:he
knowina that fiftv-five of those tO0 know that | am committed to raining ssesspn IS summer: wi

g y Bill Warp’s wife, who is on the

uvs will be with us this fall in continuing to make the Minneapolis :
gRo)(/:hester. Maybe it's singing for Commodores the best barbershopmUSIC faculty at the U of M.

our associate directors, Dave and chapter in the world or | hope to die . CDs of eight 2007 annual show
Gary and getting used to a different trying. The Commodores are the songs will be available by the end
style. Maybe it's singing for Paul Dest thing that's happened to me of July and 12 by the end of
when he doesn’t have the (nexttoHoney, of course). August.

distractions of teaching. Maybe it's It's Great To Be A BOTY

- Discussed a proposal to raise the
i I
because Jack BeaV(_er has retired andcommodore! Commodores’ fee for singouts and
he can stay a little longer at . S e

-~ . cautioned that any increase should

afterglows. Maybe it's because a - N be incremental so as not tonake
few old faces have shown up at ¢ . s
chapter meetings recently, like Bill « A\ englngemeg_ts prohibitive  for
Shaw, Jim Windy (and Judy) andl . would-be audiences.
Jim Scheller. . Decided it would be good to have a
Hey, maybe its me. A “Funny’ § .I few more pro bono singouts each
happened to me on the way to the . s year.

~ ., -— . - Go toBoard, Pg. 10, Col. 2
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Bari-ssentials
By Paul Krull, Ass't Director, Bari
Section Leader, Mason City

In my next life, I'm going to have
more memory installed. Just
keeping up with my kid's ball

schedules s
enough to tax
my over-
extended
memory, not to
mention
learning
quartet music,
keeping track
of al my

Paul Krull volunteer stuff,

memorizing
chorus music, and oh yeabh,

working!

Memorizing music is a continual
problem. | start out with great
intentions of getting ahead of the
curve, but eventually I'm out in the
parking lot at 7:15 p.m., music on
the steering wheel, trying to iron
out a couple more lines before
rehearsal starts. And don't tell me it
doesn’t happen to you. I've seen
you out in the lot too!

I end up getting it memorized,

Pagel0 JULY 2006
your memory work. McClellan from Page 2
So how do we fix it? You're going and his lovely wife, Doris,

to see me singing into my tape- presented an  $11,000 check [the
recorder. Ill take the tape out proceeds from nut sales] to the
Tuesday or Wednesday and listen to Commodores. | want to personally
myself sing while watching the thank them for all their hard work
music. Can't read music? If you get as the Nut Couplé. I know we all

all the right words in the right spots, work hard at selling the nuts but
you're probably ahead of some. without their efforts, it won't get

You can read can't you? done. We all owe them a big

, “Thank You”.
Other suggestions—1) Hand your

machine to your section leader. Last but not least a few thoughts on
Record him and see if you can catchthe newest BOTYDan Cole is an

him making mistakes. 2) Give your absolute gem. He is everything a
recording to the guy next to you and Commodores should be. He sings
ask him to listen to it. If he gives his part to a tee. He is always
you a critique you like, pay Prepared. His enthusiasm for
attention. Otherwise try someone €verything we do is an example for
else. 3) Give your tape to your all of usto follow. He steps up time

section leader for critique. | think after time for any project we can
we'd all be willing to take on this throw at him. We are blessed to

challenge. have him in our Commodore midst.

. N Congratulations Mr. Dan Cole.
The main point is to make sure you

do some sort of real review over the Well | could go on. Again | want
course of the summer. Despite their say wWhat wonderful time my wife
super bionic ears, our directors and | had. Again to everyone
can’t a|WayS p|Ck out one wrong involved with the event..... Well
note from the chorus and assign it Done.

to the one guy who's screwing it |t \was also a treat to see and hear
up. Take it on yourself to double ~ciose Quarters. It's fun to watch
check your part. these young men grow and spread

getting the moves learned and doing Singing is life. The rest is just their barbershop wings. We can

ok, until I'm up on the risers for a
few weeks. | start listening to the
other guys. | try to blend and make
sure we're singing the same part.
That's good if we all learned it
correctly. Before you know it, one
little brain accident has led to a
phrase that's just plain wrong. In

case you forgot, our hobby is all .

about getting a large group of men
to singjust one of four notes. It
doesn’t work so well when there’s 5
or 10 notes in the chord.

For this summer’'s Great
Experiment, we've got trouble both
ways. Guys in the north are singing
songs they already know and, well,

the more you study, the more you °

forget! Guys down south are
learning songs really quickly.

There’s an outside chance that you
took some unauthorized shortcuts in Steve Daniel, Secretary

only hope the our barbershop
future will be enhanced with the

details!

spirit and the voices of these young

Board from Page 5
g gentlemen. Thanks, guys.

Discussed whether the , _ _
Commodores logo is in need of Until next time have fun, sing well
redesigning and assigned the matter2nd be safe.
to the Marketing Committee.

A future article in the
Harmonizer  will feature the
Commodores as a just-under-the-
radar but up and coming chorus.

What's the “Georgia Grind?

Jim Erickson, the
Esotericist, is

mending smartly
from his open-

heart surgery and
will return to his

literary pursuits in

the next issue of
the Chord-Inator,
with his renewed vim, vigor and
vitality. Be prepared for the
promulgation of a plethora of
prolific, peripatetic prose.

- Ordered the Music Committee to
obtain  sufficient copies of a small
repertoire of inspirational songs for
special occasions such as funerals.

Accepted Ed Bearse’s invitation
to sing in a performance sponsored
by the Anoka Bar Association on
Jan. 2.

The Esotericist
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Some Things Don’t the point a earning a “good job”
Change from him before contest.

by Phil Hassenstab, Commodores Thanks to all of the Commodores
South (aka River City Chorus) for an enjoyable evening, and we

Thirty years ago theRiver City are looking forward to many more.

Chorus put an
ad in the
Mason  City
paper inviting
interested men
to an open
house.
LaDonna, my
wife, said |

www.harmonyworksopen.com =

should go see
what it was all
about. We were new in town and |
had never been exposed to
barbershop. Not knowing a soul in
the chorus, off | went to the high
school on a Monday night in May.

or :
Dean Haagenson 800/875-600z

Phil Hassenstab

Vowels or sheep?
By Paul Krull

If you've sung barbershop for more
than a couple nights, you know the
object is to create ringing chords.
The how and the why of creating

In the time it took to walk from the
parking lot to the music room, | had
suddenly met five men who seemed

JULY 2006

To the Minneapolis Commodores

I would like to thank you all for
inviting me to your BOTY Party.
Hardin and Judy (and helpers) put
on a well-planned event. It was
very gratifying to see so many old
friends and | was impressed by the
many | met for the first time.

The Commodores have always been
a leader in our Society and | believe
you will continue to be. | saw the
DVD from your show and it was
very good. If directors have
anything to do with the success of a
chapter, | believe you are in good
hands with Paul.

My congratulations to BOTY Dan
Cole.

Thank you again. It will never be

forgotten.

HAROLD ULRING

And Kirsten Ulring says...
“Thanks to the Commodores!

very pleased to see me. By the end
of the evening, | was hooked.

Last Tuesday, as we drove
northward to the Commodores

those chords are way past me, but I The flowers you sent me were fresh
can hear the difference when we get3nq peautiful. That was most

it right. (For a full and complete thoughtful of you to do.
explanation of overtones, | highly

recommend the video “Donald
Duck in Mathmagic Larit)

meeting, | thought “here | go again.
Except forPaul W., | don’t know a

soul.” By the time music warm-ups pere are some vowels that ring

began, | had met more people than 154 some that don't. In particular,
can remember the names of, all oft

whom were glad to see me there. “00" vowel
Some things don’t change, and isn'’t Think of the
that nice!

as sung in “You.”

first line of Time after
Time. “What good are words | say
| had been doing e-mail business onto you? They can’t convey to you
music issues withJim Richards  what's in my heart.”

andDan Smith, and it was good to

put a face with their names and to
express our thanks to them for their
efforts in getting us started with

music and learning aids.

If you're like me and get a little
lazy now and again, you may just

are words | say to ewe?” How can
you tell? If the overtones are
What did | bring home from the screaming, you're probably singing
meeting besides a host of new the correct oo vowel. If they're
acquaintances? | have two things in not—baaaa! We tend to sing “to”
particular. First, | think the joint correctly. If you can feel your chin
effort we are undertaking will be a come up on “You,” or if the corners
blast. Second, | think | may become of your cheeks lift, you just might
better acquainted with the short have a problem. If you'd like a little
gentleman who spent the rehearsalmotivation to fix the problem, just
time on Paul's right, expressing imagine the guy in front of you
great interest in people’s faces. | turning around, looking at your face
think | have a new goal- getting to and saying, quite loudly, “Baaaaa.”

I have known this chapter since
1957. | liked you then and |
REALLY like you now.

Thank you again.”

his summer we need to mind the gjatteryfrom Page 3

has the potential to put 100 men on
stage. Now when we have the
chance to add the Commodores-
South, we get very large very quick.

Talking to the Commodores North,
we have a couple performances

full contingent of members and we
will do two things, we will impress
our audiences and we may attract
even more new good-singing
members.

Gentleman, it's up to us to
accomplish our goals. Only you can
answer this. Singing is fun. Singing
better is even more fun. Don’t you
want to haveeven more fun

It's GREAT TO BE A
COMMODORE!




CHORD-INATOR
MINNEAPOLIS COMMODORES
Minneapolis Chapter of SPEBSQSA

IRETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Dr.Hardin Olson, Bulletin Editor
306 13th. Ave. N.
Hopkins, MN 55343

MEETING EVERY TUES -7:30 PM
Jewish Community Center

4330 South Cedar Lake Road

St. Louis Park, Minnesota

GUESTS ALWAYS WELCOME

Chapter Quartets
AARPS-A-CHORD..........ccccviveinnn 03/01/06
Gary Jacobson.............ccceeeenen. 651/330-4525
EASY LISTENIN'.......c.oooviiiiiiinnnnn. 10/01/03
Dan Slattery...........cocoeveneennns 763/755-2926
FRIENDS.........ccoeiiev v, (mixed group)
Doug Miller..........coooviiiiiiiiiininnns 952-8265
GOOD NEWS!.......viiiiiieiiin, 04/30/03
Rod Johnson...........c.cccevieinne 507/645-5750
HAPPINESS EMPORIUM............... 1975 1QC
Rod Johnson...........c.cccevieinne 507/645-5750
METROCHORDS............oceiiiie 03/01/06
Dan Cole.......cocvvvevieiiiiinn e 612/376-0779
SALTY DOGS........ coviiieeeiieiins 08/31/03
Bob DyKstra..........cocoveveennnenne. 651/633-6951
TTHHEAVEN...........covveene (mixed quartet)
JIMFOY....eniiiiiii e 763/571-0829
SPECIAL ALLIANCE..............ceee 03/31/03
Doug Miller..........ccooeieiininnnne 952/447-8265

DATED MATERIAL
PLEASE EXPEDITE

To:

LOOKING AHEAD
Chapter Level

July 18,Como Park Joint Singout
July 27,Waconia singout

Aug. 26,Retreat with Mason City at
Lakeville; Mandatory

Sept. 11Patriots Day, Fridley

Sept. 23, Retreat with Mason City,
Site to be determinedylandatory

Oct. 7,Cannon Fallsshow
Nov. 11,Veterans Day, Fridley
Dec. 2,Christmas Show

Jan. 2, 2007Ed Bearse Retirement
Party

Apr. 28,Annual Show

District Level

Aug. 14,Harmony Works Open, Elk
River Country Club, Noon

Oct’ 27-29,District Fall Convention
& Contests, Rochester

International Level

July 2-9 International Convention,
Indianapolis, Indiana

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage Paid
Minneapolis, Minnesota
PERMIT NO. 02426

Barbershopper of the Year

Dan Cole

Commodores and others *
contributing to this issue:

Larry Ajer*
Bill Ashley
Dan Cole
Steve Daniel
Phil Hassenstab
Paul Krull
Dale Lynch
Terry McClellan
Dr. Hardin Olson
Dan Slattery
Harold & Kirsten Ulring

Support Your Chapter Bulletin!

Thanks to Paul and Phil from

Commodores-South for their

contributions. (No begging or
groveling needed.)




