
January 14th was a proud day for LeRoy Zimmerman 
and the Minneapolis Commodores when he received the 
Vern Zwicky Memorial Award as the Land O’Lakes 
District Chapter Counselor of the Year. The award, 
presented to LeRoy by Larry Lewis (the LO’L District 
Director of  Leadership Training) was established and 
donated to the district by the Ripon, Wisconsin,  
Chapter 1n 1995. It’s 
purpose is to recognize those 
men who have shown 
extraordinary dedication to  
and long-term involvement 
with the LO’L District 
chapter counseling program. 

According to Bob Bengsch, 
the Ripon Harmony Kings 
chorus manager, Zwicky had 
been a long time member of 
the Oshkosh chapter and was 
c o n s i d e r e d  “ M r . 
Ba rbe rshop”  i n  t he 
Packerland Division.  His 
involvement in the area 
counseling program led him 
to become the counselor for 
the Ripon chapter. That 
relationship continued and 
blossomed over the years and 
it soon became apparent to the Ripon chapter members 
that Vern Zwicky was in truth their   “#1 Supporter”.  

When Zwicky passed away in 1994, the Ripon 
membership vowed that “Vern’s dedication to 
Barbershop Harmony should not be forgotten” and so 
the  Vern Zwicky Award was conceived and introduced 
in 1995. Wilbur Hoppe (father of Al Hoppe, former 
Commodore and Hilltop member)  of  the  Barron / Polk   
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LeRoy Zimmerman Reaps Zwicky Award 
County Chapter was the first recipient. 

It might be said that LeRoy Zimmerman’s 
barbershopping career offers a close parallel to that of 
Vern Zwicky. LeRoy is a native of Flasher (Yes, 
Flasher), North Dakota. He graduated from Carson 
(ND) High School and went on to the ND State School 
of Science and later to NDSU. For 29 years  he served 

as an agricultural research 
assistant at  NDSU.  

In 1972 LeRoy joined the 
Fargo chapter singing lead 
and then transferred to 
Bismarck in 1974 where he 
held several chapter offices 
and first became an area 
c o u ns e l o r .  He  h as 
counseled Dunn County, 
Duluth, Minnetonka and 
Hilltop. In addition, he was 
a Northwest Division VP 
for two terms and was 
instrumental in chartering 
the Dickenson  chapter. 

LeRoy became friends with 
Vern Zwicky when they 
served together on the LO’L 
D i s t r i c t  No mi n a t i ng 

Committee for five years  in the late 80s and early 90s. 

The Minneapolis chapter was the next barbershop stop 
for LeRoy in 1999. Since, he has served on the board 
and has sung baritone  with Easy Listenin’ for five and 
a half years. 

Working  with    chapters  at  the  grass-roots  level   has  

Please go to Zimmerman, Page 7, Column 1 

Zwicky Award winner LeRoy Zimmerman  shows off his hardware at 
the Minneapolis  Chapter  meeting on January 24th.        
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Minneapolis,  Minn. Chapter 
Land O’Lakes  District, SPEBSQSA 

 
Meetings every Tuesday,  7:30  p.m. 
Jewish Community Center  
4330 South Cedar Lake Road 
St. Louis Park, Minn. 
 
               Chapter Officers 
President ……...…Terry McClellan 763-780-3484 
Executive V P …… .…Curt Brekke 952-474-4380 
V P Music & Perform....Carl Pinard 612-927-9363 
V P Chapter Devel .….Dan Slattery 763-755-2926 
Program V P …..………..Dan Cole 612-376-0779 
Marketing VP……...Peter Jarnberg 651-765-9580 
 Secretary…………....Steve Daniel 612-927-0510 
Treasurer …………...John Carlotto 952-925-0886 
 
                      Board Members 
 Vince Formosa…………………….763-416-7729 
 Ken Glover………………………..763-441-1292 
 Joe Houser………………………...612-308-4486 
 Dick Plaisted………………………763-574-9319 
 Bill TeVogt………………………..763-533-3417  
 
                     Appointed Staff 
Chorus Director ……………………..Paul Wigley 
Assistant Chorus Director…….…..Gary Jacobson 
Assistant Chorus Director ……   …...Doug Miller 
Assistant  Chorus Director…...…......Dave Speidel 
Tenor Section Leader ……………Dan Krekelberg 
                Jeff  Vander Plaats 
Lead Section Leaders ……..……...Gary Jacobson 
        Tom Griffiths 
Bari Section Leaders ……………….Dave Speidel 
                                                          Pete Villwock    
Bass Section Leaders………………..Jim Richards 
                                                       Dave Casperson 
2006 Show Chairman ……………..Peter Jarnberg 
A-Commodears President ………..…Diana Pinard 
Annual Show Contracts…………....Loren Wuttke 
Assistant Haberdasher………...……Dan Williams 
BOTY Party Host ……….. …....Dr. Hardin Olson 
Chord-Inator Staff  

Editor ……………….…..……Dr. Hardin Olson 
Chief  Columnist………… ………..Dale Lynch 
Columnist………………….……..Jim Erickson 
Graphic Artist……………………..Glenn Retter 

Heart Fund …………...……………..Dan Slattery 
Historian …………………...………..Bob Dykstra 
Learning Tapes and CDs...…………….Dan Smith 
Librarian …………………………. . Carl Pearson 
Marketing …………………...………..Joe Houser 
Name Tags ………………………….Carl Pearson 
Pay-As-You-Sing ………………...…..Bill Kinkel 
Performance Mgr. …………….…...….Bill Kinkel 
Polecat Chairman…………….….Dave Casperson 
Public Relations ………………….…..Mark Sathe 
Quartet  Promotion …………...…Dave Casperson  
Roster ……………….………………Jim Richards 
Service Chairman …………...……….Jack Beaver 
Sergeant at arms ……………… .Loren Berthilson 
Sunshine ………………… …………..Bill Ashley 
Swipe Editor ………………………....Bill TeVogt 
Uniforms (Dress)……..……......Brooks Bergerson 
Uniforms (Casual) ……………..……..Joe Houser 
 
                    
                      Bulletin Editor 
Dr. Hardin Olson 
306 13th . Ave. N. 
Hopkins, MN  55343 
E – mail:  <olson118@umn.edu> 
(952) 930-9443 

Terry’s Topics 
By Terry McClellen, President 

Just a few thoughts for this 
issue…..tickets, 
tickets, tickets 
and did I mention 
t ickets? The 
f a n t a s t i c , 
s p e c t a c u l a r , 
stupendous, ah 
you get the idea, 
M i n n e a p o l i s 

Commodores Annual Show is on 
the horizon. Carl  and Diana 
Pinard are prepared as usual for 
show-ticket distribution. Carl 
suggested and I will encourage all 
of us  to set a goal of at least 
twenty tickets sold per member. 
We have over one hundred active 
members on our roster. If we all 
sell our twenty tickets, we will 
have a full house and that’s what 
makes for a great experience for 
everyone. I just know that we can 
sell as well as we can sing.  

The annual show helps support 
our chapter but it also helps 
support the Commodores’ effort 
on behalf of the Minnesota 
Medical Foundation. In 1951,   
the Commodores initiated the 
Special Equipment Fund of the 
Variety Club Heart Hospital,  and 
thereafter contributed annual 
show proceeds to that special 
fund.  Recently and unbeknownst 
to the Commodore board, the fund 
was absorbed into the MMF.  

The important point to remember 
is that the Commodores and the 
U of M have a relationship that is 
the longest running (over fifty 
years) of any contributing 
nonprofit organization. The 
Commodores have contributed 
nearly $400,000 during that 
relationship. Not bad for a group 
whose primary mission is to sing 
barbershop-style music. I will 
have more information on this 
special relationship in the near 
future.  

Please go to Terry, Pg. 7, Col. 2 

 

 
  

Terry McClellen 

Slattery’s Slant 
By Dan Slattery, Chap. Devel. VP  

Gentleman, we have been working 
hard for a long 
time; therefore, it’s 
time we start to 
s h o w  o u r 
audiences just how 
large we are and 
just how well we 
can sing. We have 
a total membership 
of about 145 men. 
We have some 

great leaders, and, for sure, one of 
the best directors in the Society. 
The enthusiasm  at chapter 
meetings is fantastic. Everyone 
wants to sing...and sing well, but if 
possible  we ought to perform with 
all of our active singers on stage.  

 We have a spring contest coming 
up, followed by a show in 
Lakeville, and of course our annual 
show in April. What I am  getting at 
is; it would be great to have a three- 
digit  number  of  men  on  stage for 
Please go to Slattery, Pg. 7, Col.1 

Dan Slattery 
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is the kindly-mannered, unobtrusive 
Commodore who publishes your 
weekly “Swipe”.   He also may be 
observed  setting up and taking 
down our risers on  Tuesday 
evenings and on occasion,  has   
been spied jockeying  our truck. 
Bill also may be seen at the Moose 
on Monroe  with the Friday Lunch 
Bunch That Meets On Thursdays. 

He is one of those rare individuals 
who goes about performing his 
chorus duties  quietly without 
fanfare or bluster; a Commodore in 
more than just name only. 
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B & B 
By Loren Wuttke, Bass 

No, it’s not Bed & Breakfast. 

B & B to me has 
b e e n  t h e 
c o m m o n 
denominator that 
makes such a 
c l o s e  b o n d 
between fellow 
members of our 
great chapter.  
B&B is receiving 
support during 

visits to the homes of our health-
challenged members.  B&B is 
receiving many cards and well 
wishes via snail mail or email.  And 
just recently (December 27th) I was 
one of the lucky guys to be blessed 
by one of the Commodores’ own 
quartets.  “Easy Listenin’ ” 
traveled during rush hour with 
weather travel advisory warnings 
all the way south to my living room 
to sing a dozen songs.  Most of 
these songs I knew from my recent 
chorus days and then they offered 
up some of their own special 
renditions of songs which cheered 
other recipients.   

A special thanks to Dan Slattery, 
lead; Jeff Vander Plaats, tenor; 
Derek Glenna, baritone; and Rod 
Vink , bass, for their special effort 
to send my way their B & B, 
Barbershop Brotherhood. It 
surely gave me the necessary 
medicine to keep the barbershop 
style as one of the important 
elements of my musical enjoyment. 

The Commodores’ Sunshine 
Chairman Bill Ashley, whom I 
have heard from several times from 
the cheerleading arena, does have a 
connection (through Connie) to a 
real Bed & Breakfast just across the 
Minnesota border into Iowa.   

Another form of Barbershop 
Brotherhood is the meal-sharing 
attitude offered by Caryl  and John 
Hansen.  Caryl makes great  
scalloped potatoes, ginger cookies, 
and split pea soup.   

We also appreciate the help of Bob 
Ostergaard in finishing  a summer 
wood working project. 

 I enjoy the telephone calls from 
Jim and Ebie Richards with Jim 
cheerfully giving me an update on 
the many barbershop miles they 
travel in the Society work as Jim 
volunteers his time.  It’s nice to stay 
“connected” in this way. 

I want to say special thanks to a 
former Commodore Roger Arent 
who regularly visits me in my home 
– Brotherhood-in-the-flesh. 

Did you know that Carol Smith 
(Dan’s wife) is the creative mind 
behind the “Pencilines” cards of 
inspiration that are so uplifting to 
receive. 

Nobody cares about their own like 
barbershoppers do. 

Barbershop Brotherhood is a 
unique feature of the Society and 
especially of the Minneapolis 
Chapter.  I encourage all members 
to maintain this feeling of 
brotherhood  so that the barbershop 
magic will continue to grow  for the 
betterment of our chapter and the 
society.  Barbershoppers, across the 
country, as a group, are sheer 
family. 

Thanks brother Commodores and 
wives for remembering all of us 
who because of unfortunate health 
issues are trying valiantly to get 
back on the risers. It’s great to be a 
Commodore! 

Loren Wuttke 

P.S.  Even though I cannot sing for 
the upcoming contest, I want to 
wish the Commodores all the best 
in Faribault. 

Loren Wuttke 

“COTS” Exposed 
By Steve Daniel, Secretary  

The mystery of COTS is solved.  I 
no longer think 
of army beds or 
small country 
h o u s e s  i n 
England but a 
weekend o f 
learning, singing, 
and camaraderie 
( p r o n o u n c e d 
flavorfully with 

short “a’s” by our Bostonian dean).  
And in case you’re still wondering, 
COTS stands for  Chapter 
Operations Training Seminar.  The 
“O” used to stand for “officers,” but 
I guess that was too exclusive, 
although more personal.   

The Commodores had a sizable 
cadre of members attending: LeRoy 
Zimmerman, Dave Casperson, 
Terry McClellen, Curt Brekke, 
Pete Jarnberg, Dan Cole, Ken 
Glover, Bill TeVogt, and Dave 
Speidel. 

The motto for COTS this year is 
“Singing, Service, Fellowship, 
Fun”; and our Land O’ Lakes 
version in Menomonie certainly 
lived up to that promise.  It featured 
faculty from ten states who led over 
a hundred barbershoppers in classes 
for the various chapter officers as 
well as in the areas of leadership, 
m a r k e t i n g ,  a n d  “ J o e 
Ba r b e r s h o p ”  ( e n t h u s i a s t i c 
dedication to quality singing).   

In the general sessions we did some 
awareness exercises, learned an old 
song (“Silver Threads among the 
Gold,” 1873), and sang many 
familiar songs not in the 
Commodores repertoire, requiring 
much woodshedding.  A highlight 
was the evening performance by 
our district quartet champs and the 
different class groups, each singing 
a song they had prepared.  Get 
Dave Casperson to tell you about 
the  “silent” one his group did. Also 

Please go to Daniel, Pg. 7, Col. 3 

Steve Daniel 
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Chord Candy  
 by Jim Richards, The Tagmeister 

Of all of the composers of tags in our Society, Dr. Burt Szabo would have to be listed among those  most prolific and 
creative.  I have dozens of his tags in my collection and, though they are all very different they frequently have one 

thing in common.  They tend to start out simply and end simply but between the beginning and the end 
Burt consistently follows an unusual and unexpected harmonic path.  This makes for interesting and 
challenging recreational singing.  This Chord Candy offering (used here with his permission) is no 
exception.  It appeared in a 1997 issue of the “Harmissourian”, the Harmony College daily bulletin. It 
is written in the key of C (no sharps or flats in the key signature) and starts and ends on C-major tonic 
chords.  What could be simpler?  The guys at the “Friday Lunch Bunch That Meets On Thursday” did 
pretty well with it so I challenge you to find three friends and give it a go as well.  There is a lot of 
Chord Candy sandwiched between those two C-Major triads. 

  

 
 
 
 

The Tagmeister 

Doc’s 
  Bag 
Thursday, January 19th was a red 
letter day for Nate Kravetz and his 
extended  family when this talented 
Commodore bass-singer exhibited 
his virtuosity with the trombone at 
his Senior Recital at the Sateren 
Auditorium on the Augsburg 
campus. 

Performing before about 60 
instructors, friends and family 
members, Nate ran the gamut of 
trombone range with solos, with a 
brass quintet and with a rousing 
duetto with his good friend and 
fellow trombonist, Steve Herzog.  

Tom Dahlen, Dale Lynch (the 
Gadfly) and I had the good fortune 
to be in the audience and to meet 
Nate’s family members and several 
of his friends. (Most of whom were 
very attractive young ladies.) 

Nate’s dad, Bob, is a long time 
barbershopper (a tenor) from 
Fredericksburg, Virginia, although 
he has not been active in the 
Society for several years. Nate’s 
sister, Maggie, is a nurse-midwife 

in Boston. She along with her 
mother  presided over  the 
refreshment table after the recital 
serving a variety of delicious 
finger-foods. 

Nate will graduate in June and will 
be doing his student teaching in (the 
town of) Stillwater. He plans on 
getting back to the JCC on Tuesday 
nights. He has been missed. 

Nate tooting his own horn. Nate with his father, Bob, and  stepmother, Cathy. 

 
 
 
 
N a t e  w i t h  h i s 
stepfather, Hugh Teller 
(left), his mother, Jane 
Ellen Kravetz, and 
sister, Maggie (rt.) 

Nate and the Gadfly 
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Bear Facts 
By Russ Pettis, Editor Emeritus 

NASA, the National Aeronautic and 
S p a c e 
Administration, 
has been doing 
research on a 
family of bears 
that makes its 
home on the 
Pettis farm  20 
miles east of Eau 

Claire, Wisconsin. 

The NASA researchers are 
attempting to solve the problems 
connected with of the loss of 
physical strength caused by 
weightlessness in long-range space 
flights. Bears apparently hibernate 
all winter without losing their 
strength. Thus, the objective of the 
current study is to try to determine 
how bears maintain stamina 
throughout long hibernations and is 
a prelude to a planned manned 
flight to Mars in the next few years. 

Early last spring, the hibernating 
mother sow and her five cubs (a 
remarkably large litter) underwent 
laboratory testing including blood 
work. At birth the cubs weighed 
about one pound and now about 11 
months later about 75 pounds. The 
mother is estimated to weigh about 
400 pounds. 

At present, the plan is to perform 
follow-up studies in early March. 
The crew necessary to do all of the 
testing wil l include NASA 
physicians, veterinarians, animal 
handlers; about 50 people  all told. 

 In addition, an international film 
crew from Japan will be making a 
documentary of the research 
project. After filming here, the crew 
will go to Houston for further 
documentation and follow-up 
interviews.  

However, Mother Nature  has not 
been very cooperative. The warm 
winter has delayed this year’s 
hibernation, posing the problem of  

Please go to Pettis, Pg. 7, Col. 3 

Sell, Sell, Sell Those Ads! 
By Joe Houser, Board Member�

Gentlemen, it is time to start selling   
ads for this years 
show program. 
Last year was a 
better year than 
the year before. I 
would like to set 
this year’s goal at 
$5,000. This 
would pay for the 
printing of the 

program and the meal between 
shows.  

Last year Tom Dahlen made up 
some “How to sell an ad” sheets. 
We will have them again this year. 
Over the years I have sold many ads 
but  as you  know, I like to sell. The 
bottom line in any sale is, “You 
have to ask for the order!” All that 
the customer can say is yes or no. 

Tom will be handling the ads for 
layout and printing. I will do the 
promotion work. If you need help in 
closing your deals please call on 
me. Anything you need in the 
graphic end see Tom. I would like 
to give you an example of what 
happened on a sales call last year. 

  I went over to our afterglow site at 
the  Legion Club one afternoon and 
talked to the manager about putting 
an ad in our show program. I told 
her where I was from, and that 
many of our men spend time there 
on Tuesday nights after rehearsal. 
She was more than happy to give 
me an ad telling me to “come back 
next year” for a full page. I've only 
been there a few times over the 
years but the point I'm trying to 
make  is that someone who goes 
there every week could have 
solicited that ad years ago.  Any 
place where  you may work, play or 
eat has ad-selling potential All you 
have to do is Ask For The Order. 

Joe Houser 

Russ Pettis 

Sick Call 
Dave Bayer is out of the hospital 
and now is recuperating and 
rehabilitating at the Martin Luther 
Manor at 1401 East 100th St., 
Bloomington. The phone number is 
952/888-7751. Although he is still 
on oxygen, David  would welcome 
your visits as well as your cards and 
prayers. A group of the “Friday 
Lunch Bunchers That Meet on 
Thursday” recently paid him a visit. 
With his nasal oxygen cannula, 
David was able to add more bass to 
the repertoire.  

Loren Wuttke  has returned from        
consultation at the Mayo Clinic and 
is pondering his next move in his 
battle with multiple myeloma. 
Adverse reactions to some of his 
medications and the incapacitating 
pain in his back are literally 
keeping him down but his courage 
and determination to beat this 
monster are unflagging. He soon 
must make a decision regarding a 
treatment that would keep him in 
Rochester for several weeks and 
expose him to a life–threatening 
regimen. Your thoughts and prayers 
mean so much to Loren and his 
family. 

Carl Pearson had recovered from 
his broken ribs suffered some 
months back, but just two weeks 
ago fell again in a dark entryway 
and  re-aggravated his injury. His 
sarcoidosis has run its course or at 
least seems to be in remission, but 
now he is having to deal with visual 
problems related to his diabetes. At 
present Carl is unable to read  
anything except very large print 
Currently he is undergoing a course 
of laser treatments to treat this 
problem. He is most grateful for 
your thoughts, cards, and prayers. 

The   Gadfly   will 
return  next month. 
His literary extremity  
is still limited in its  
range of motion. He promises to 
“gad about” and report with a 
vengeance  in the March Issue. 
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Georgia Grind–Intelligent 
Perfection  
By Jim Erickson, Blissful Baritone 

I will try to keep this article modest. 
That would be a 
good start to the 
“New Year,” I 
t h i n k .  O n l y 
through humility 
will I achieve 
personal, inner 
self (and also 
world) peace, and 
concentration on 
t h e  p r e s e n t 

moment will keep me centered in 
my approach to the everyday 
machinations of life. (Now I had to 
look up “machinations” in my 
garage-sale dictionary just to make 
sure it was what I recalled it to be. 
Luckily, it works here but was not 
what I remembered it meant.) Deep 
concentration on the present 
moment and humility led my mind 
to wander a bit to recall my 
mentioning in an earlier article the 
male lead I had in our junior-year 
high school play. 

The play, “The Perfect Idiot,” was 
kind of along the lines of a 
Shakespearian play, only in real 
English, and involved a high school 
boy and girl who wanted to go to 
college, but for a reason I have 
forgotten, he was to go to a school 
other than his sweetheart’s. Guess 
who played the part of the perfect 
idiot. OK, I did. Oh, I can just hear 
the condescending laughter and see 
the knowing sneers of the leads, 
tenors, and basses, not to mention a 
very few ne’er-do-well baritones, 
who are not surprised, at all, that I 
was chosen to play that part. Some 
might even disdainfully say that I 
was born for the part.  

But, of course, not knowing the 
clever twist of the plot line, they 
sneered too quickly, methinks. (I’m 
just tooling along writing this 
article and even with that little 
thespian association, I have become 
a bit theatrical sounding, don’t you- 
thinks?) What was the plot line? 

Well, to be able to attend my 
girlfriend’s college, I had to come 
up with some way to avoid having 
to go to my pre-destined college. 
What could I do? What could I – 
“Yes, that’s it. I’ll fail the entrance 
exam.” (In stage whisper for this 
article I lean toward you, the 
audience, and say, “The College I 
went to in real life had an entrance 
exam no one could fail. Make your 
“X” on the exam paper, and you 
were hailed in to the sound of 
trumpets and showered with athletic 
scholarships!”) (These stage asides, 
I’m told by my award-winning 
editor, Doc Hardin, flesh out, and 
add suspense to, my writing.) 

Hmmm. This deep concentration 
business is harder than I originally 
anticipated and the new year has 
hardly even begun. Now, let’s see, 
where was I? OK–I had to fail the 
entrance exam. So, that’s what I 
did. (Now, you might see a bit of a 
flaw in my strategy as you read on.) 
In fact, I (the actor) not only had to 
fail it, but to make sure I failed it, I 
deliberately answered every 
question wrong. (Another aside. I 
have failed many exams that way, 
but not deliberately so.) Thus, I 
wouldn’t be accepted and could 
apply to my heartthrob’s college. 
Forgive me as my memory has 
failed me a bit on some of the 
pertinent details (raging hormones 
probably blocked out a lot of 
memories from junior high), but 
someone in high places realized that 
I would have to be a pretty smart 
cookie to answer every question 
wrong as that meant I knew all the 
right answers. (I wish singing 
baritone was as easy as reaching 
that conclusion.)  

Somehow those in authority saw fit 
to let me go to my girlfriend’s 
college, probably get a full ride 
‘cause I was so smart, and live and 
love happily ever after. I hope at 
this point in my telling I don’t have 
to explain the connection of the title 
of the play to the outcome of my 
being an idiot, albeit  a perfect one. 
Concentrate deeply–you’ll get it. 

All of which leads me to the main 
thrust of this article. Intelligence! 
Yes, intelligence! I know that those 
who have read this far are much 
more intelligent than those who 
haven’t, but what the heck, the 
“haven’ts” will never know that, 
will they? Regardless of where you 
are on “Intelligent Design” and 
“Evolution,” you will have to make 
some admissions. For instance, in 
the case of barbershop harmony 
parts where it is obvious there was 
no intelligent design, leads probably 
evolved from making many 
irritating noises to making a more 
pleasant noise and eventually, over 
millions of years, to a melodic line 
of sound. Pretty simple to 
understand. (Just like leads.)  

Tenors were originally something 
like your whiney, high-pitched, 
screechy, little brother or sister and 
after eons, the sound stuck in the 
genetic diorama and they slowly 
adapted the high sound to blend 
with the lead sound. And 
thankfully, some of the screech was 
diminished through the wonder of 
auditions. I think the real reason 
that there are not more tenors, 
though, is that their big brothers and 
sisters whacked too many of them 
early on and the tenor DNA line 
never became very dominant.  

Basses have not progressed much 
over the millennia in that they still 
have the resonance of a bull-
elephant in an amorous state and 
have a guttural, low moan that has 
been altered a little bit to fit with 
the simple melody and harmonious 
screech to make a three part 
rendition. 

But what about the baritone? Ah–
that’s where Intelligent Design 
comes into play. There can be no 
question that baritones were the 
result of Intelligent Design. The 
complicated, convoluted, bass-(like 
fish)-ackwards, random, stick a 
note in here, take one out there, 
pearls of sound could never have 
evolved over even trillions of years. 

Please go to Erickson, Pg. 7, Col. 

Jim Erickson 
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Erickson from Page 6 

Mother Nature believes in pretty 
straightforward growth and things 
that are convoluted, etc., get left far 
behind in primordial ooze. It’s 
obvious she wouldn’t have let the 
fourth part evolve to become what 
it has today. It took an intelligent 
designer to give the gift of high 
intelligence to baritones, along with 
great musical ability, so that they 
would be capable of dealing with 
the remaining part.  And, mind you, 
having to sing their part softly for 
99% of the time. But, I must 
maintain my "modesty" resolution 
for the New Year, so I’ll end the 
discourse here and say no more 
about the Intelligent Designer’s gift 
to harmony. 

Have you hugged your intelligently 
designed baritone today?  

Editor's Note: But what happened 
to the" Georgia Grind"  and the 
“Texas Tommy Wiggle”? 

Happy Birthday 
 02/10  Jean Gould 
 02/12  Lou Dykstra 
 02/15/1945  Dan Cole 
 02/17  Linda Sahlin 
 02/18  Amy Anderson 
 02/18/1950  Dave DeBronkart 
 02/18/1929  Hal Halvorson 
 02/18  Pearl Miller 
 02/18/1956  Clair Nassen 
 02/21/1948  Terry McClellan 
 02/21  Dolores Salchert 
 02/24  Grace Stenson 
 02/26/1940  Jack Beaver 
 02/26/1930  Bob Dykstra 
 02/27/1955  Dan Williams 
 02/29/1960  Arvin Solsaa 
 03/02  Rosie Glover 
 03/02/1947  Dick Riemenschneider 
 03/03/1945  Curt Brekke 
 03/06  Linda Burri 
 03/06  Sharon Beaver 
 03/06  Catherine Lloyd 
 03/06  Debbie Burgess 
 03/07  Delores Milton 
 03/09  Patty Brekke 
 03/09  Jane Berthilson 

 Happy Anniversary 
 02/11/1996  Jim & Brenda   
   Rotherham Kessler 
 02/12/1972  Peter & Judi Jarnberg 
 02/14/1997  Sam & Patricia Jo  
   Schmeling 
 02/15/1969  Terry & Linda    
   McClellan 
 02/19/1983  Curt & Patty Brekke 

Terry from Page 2 

The board has approved the 2006 
Operating Budget. The good news 
is the chapter is in sound financial 
condition. Membership dues will 
remain the same. The only possible 
surprise on the horizon is our truck. 
The old girl is getting a little long in 
the tooth but for now it is still 
functional and safe.  

So until next time be safe, sing well 
and have fun…..It’s great to be a 
Commodore.  

Slattery from Page 2 

each of these events. The powerful 
sound  that could be produced by 
that many singers would be 
remarkable. It would also be  very 
rewarding, but you would have 
have to be there to really get the 
thrill of it. 

We have all the music out now for 
the show, and we are working on it  

very hard, so I would like to invite 
everyone down on Tuesday nights 
to get in on the fun. I don’t know if 
we all know how awe-struck 
audiences can get, when they see a 
large group like the Commodores 
performing on stage. 

 Guys, we want to see you. I’m sure 
you will enjoy every minute that 
you’re with us taking part in this 
great experience. I hope to see you 
every Tuesday night.  Together we 
can continue to really Keep The 
Whole World Singing. 

Daniel from Page 3 

of  note, our own LeRoy 
Zimmerman received the annual 
V e r n  Zw i c ke  Awa r d  f o r 
outstanding service as a district 
counselor.   

The instructor for my classes was 
the   Evergreen   District   Secretary 
from Oregon, Ken Galloway  He 
w a s  c o mp u t e r - s a v v y  a n d 
experienced in all the ins and outs 
of the secretary’s job.  It will take 
months to digest all the material.  
But I am inspired by his shibboleth 
that the secretary is the chapter’s 
voice of reason and procedure—its 
conscience and the “man in the 
know.”  Now all I have to do is 
discover how to fit into that hat. 

Pettis from Page  5 

tranquilizing six bears if they aren’t 
asleep. Furthermore the din 
generated by all the vehicles and 
other heavy equipment is apt to 
make the bears uncooperative to say 
the least. Stay tuned for further 
developments. 

Zimmerman  from Page 1 

always been LeRoy’s passion and 
he is most thankful for the patience,  
acceptance, and encouragement of 
his devoted wife, DiAnn, for the 
support she has provided during his 
harmonious career. Of course he 
also wants to express his thanks to 
LO’L and to the chapters he served 
for giving him the opportunities. 

LeRoy Zimmerman is a quiet and 
unassuming man and you might not 
know that he was the 1998 LO’L 
Barbershopper of the Year. He also 
is a supporter and member of the 
Founders Club. The Zwicky 
selection committee could not have 
made a better choice. 

It’s great to be a friend of LeRoy 
Zimmerman! 

Attention, Please! 
T h e  L a d i e s  N i g h t / B O T Y 
Celebration has tentatively been 
scheduled for Jax Café on Sunday, 
June 4th. Other sites are being 
investigated in an effort to lower 
the costs without losing too much 
ambiance. Please stay tuned. 



LOOKING AHEAD 
 

Chapter Level    
· M a r c h  1 8 , 2 0 0 6  S o u t h -

west/10,000Lakes Division Contest, 
Faribault 

· April 29, 2006, Annual Show,  Bethel 
Great Hall 

· June 4, 2006, Ladies Night/BOTY, 
Jax Café 

· August 13, 2006, Annual Area Pic-
nic, Veterans Park, Richfield 

District Level 

·  May 5-7, 2006, LO’L Spring Con-
vention and Int’l Prelims, Janesville, 
WI 

  

International Level 
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        Barbershopper of the Year      
    Mark Sathe 
 
             

Commodores and others * 
contributing to this issue: 

 
Steve Daniel  
Jim Erickson  
 Joe Houser 

 Terry McClellan  
  Hardin Olson 

 Russ Pettis 
  Jim Richards  
 Dan Slattery 

 Loren Wuttke 
  
  
   
  
  

   Support Your Chapter Bulletin!  

It is better to give 
than to receive! 

 
 

 

DATED MATERIAL 
PLEASE EXPEDITE 

To: 

CHORD-INATOR 
MINNEAPOLIS COMMODORES 
Minneapolis Chapter of SPEBSQSA 

Dr.Hardin Olson, Bulletin Editor  
306 13th. Ave. N. 
Hopkins, MN 55343 
 
 
MEETING EVERY TUES –7:30 PM 
Jewish Community Center 
4330 South Cedar Lake Road 
St. Louis Park, Minnesota 
 
GUESTS ALWAYS  WELCOME 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Chapter Quartets 
 
AARPS-A-CHORD……………………03/01/06 
  Bob Griffith……………...……...952/221-6560 
METROCHORDS……………………..03/01/06 
 Dan Cole……………………   ….612/376-0779 
DIPLOMATS…………………………..01/31/04 
  Fritz Herring…………………….952/836-0843 
EASY LISTENIN'………………….….10/01/03 
  Dan Slattery……………………. 763/755-2926 
FRIENDS………………………..(mixed  group) 
  Doug Miller………………………….952-8265 
GOOD NEWS!…………………….….04/30/03 
  Rod Johnson………………..…...507/645-5750 
HAPPINESS EMPORIUM…………...1975 IQC 
  Rod Johnson………………..…...507/645-5750 
SALTY DOGS………  ……………….08/31/03 
  Bob Dykstra…………………….651/633-6951 
7TH HEAVEN……..…….……..(mixed quartet) 
  Jim Foy………………………….763/571-0829 
SPECIAL ALLIANCE………………...03/31/03 
 Doug Miller……………………...952/447-8265 
 


